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PARTICIPANTS
Name Mailing Address Phone / Email
Mr. André Bourcier Linguist, YNLC W. 668-8878
Box 2799 abourcier@ynlc.ca
Whitehorse, YT Y1A 5K4
Ms. Lorraine Teslin School H. 390-2747
Dewhurst Native Language Instructor W. 390-2570
Box 10 dewhurstlorraine@gmail.com

Ms. Linda Harvey

Ms. Barbara Hobbis

Mr. Norman James

Mr. Gary Johnson

Ms. Jo-Anne
Johnson

Mr. Sam Johnston

. Ms. Sarah Johnston

Teslin, YT YOA 1B0O

Co-ordinator, YNLC
Box 2799
Whitehorse, YT Y1A 5K4

Teslin School

Native Language Instructor
Box 10

Teslin, YT YOA 1B0

Ghich Tla Community School
Native Language Instructor

General Delivery
Carcross, YT YOB 1B0

Ghuch T1a Community School
Native Language Instructor
General Delivery :
Carcross, YT YOB 1B0

Co-ordinator, YNLC
Box 2799
Whitehorse, YT Y1A 5K4

Box 293
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80 B Lazulite Drive
Whitehorse, YT
Y1A 6G7
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Name Mailing Address Phone / Email
Ms. Connie Jules Box 16 H. 390-2097
Teslin, YT YOA 1B0 W. 390-2570
Dr. Jeff Leer ANLC
Fairbanks, AK
Ms. Louise Parker ~ Carcross Tagish First Nation  H. 333-0734
Box 130 W. 821-8227

Ms. Anne Ranigler

Mr. John Ritter

Ms. Julie Smith

Ms. Marlene Smith

Carcross, YT YOB 1B0

N.T. Specialist, YNLC
Box 2799
Whitehorse, YT Y1A 5K4

Director, YNLC
Box 2799
Whitehorse, YT Y1A 5K4

Box 35
Carcross, YT
YOB 1B0

Ghuch Tla Community School
Native Language Instructor
General Delivery

Carcross, YT YOB 1B0
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W. 668-8820
jritter@ynlc.ca

H. 821-3713

H. 821-3713
W. 821-2929
marlene.smith@yesnet.yk.ca
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SCHEDULE
Tuesday Feb 15 Wednesday Feb 16
9:00 | Opening Prayer Opening Prayer
Welcome and Introductions Tlingit Alphabet - Consonants
(cont)

Miscellaneous Vocabulary
Conflict Resolution, Respect

Tlingit Alphabet - Vowels

10:45 | Tlingit Alphabet - Consonants Tlingit Songs and Drumming by
Gary Johnson

12:00 | lunch lunch

1:00 | Tlingit Alphabet - Consonants Teslin Posters - Greetings
(cont)

2:45 | Tlingit Alphabet - Consonants YNLC Curriculum Guide - January

(cont) Wrap-up and Gifts

Closing Prayer
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TLINGIT INTERIOR ALPHABET

Consonants
3 S S 8 I s S§ & s8 g S
§ 2 & 3 £ § 3 3 38 s 38
Stops plain d di dz j g agw gh ghw w
aspirated t tl ts ch k kw kh khw
glottalized t tr ts’ ch’ K’ K'w kh’ kh’'w
Fricatives plain t S sh X XW xh xhw h hw
glottalized ¥ s’ X’ X'W xh’ xh’'w
Sonorants plain | w I y
nasal | m n
Vowels and Tone
Short Vowels Short Vowels Long Vowels Long Vowels
with low tone with high tone with low tone with high tone
i u i a i U i a
e — é 6 e 0 é 6

[V
Q.

a»



TLINGIT INTERIOR CONSONANT CHART WITH WORDS SUITABLE FOR USE AS NAMES OF THE CONSONANTS

G 3 o S 8 & isks S <8 o o8
5 2 T S S = 3> 3 33 G 3
< = @ % o © @
Stops plain da diét dzét jaji gan gwét ghuch ghwat’ nay.4 |ana.wéch
weasel snow ladder, snowshoes firewood bag wolf door draught  (you folks) (usually)
bridge stopper go! wears it
aspirated té tiékhw tsa chas’ kit kwéy kha khwén
rock berry hair seal pink salmon  killer whale  sign, marker man people from
glottalized t'a tratk ts’atsT  ch’dk’ K’ink’ k'wat’ kh'atet  kh'watl
king salmon ground bird eagle fermented egg (bird) pitcher pot
fish heads
Fricatives plain tut sik sha x(ts  xwasda xhat xhwagut haw ya-
fireweed belt mountain  grizzly bear canvas fish I went branch nahwén
' is swimming
glottalized Fak s’ik x’ax’ x’wan xh’ak xh’wat’
dress black bear apple long johns canyon Dolly Varden
lain 3 idiy¢ 3
Sonorants p wakh I|d|¥o yay found
eye radio whale only in
daléyi certain
trout dialects
nasal| mé sa nuw
how? island




Note on Speakers

Speakers are sometimes identified as dialect variations are noted.

NJ - Norman James, Carcross

BC - Bessie Cooley, Carcross

SJ - Sam Johnston, Teslin

EN - the late Elizabeth Nyman, Taku River

C - Carcross Dialect T - Teslin Dialect A - Atlin Dialect

VOWELS REVIEW

Tone Length Accent

low short  none a e i
high  short  acute a é ' 6
low long  grave a ) ‘| o2

D>
O

high long circumflex a

>

Note: letter o is rare in Tlingit. In fact o with no accent does not occur.

Example words:

1) Hoho (deep gratitude)

2) Lidiyo (radio - o is found only in English loan words)
3) AhG dé (never mind)
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CONVERSION FROM COASTAL TLINGIT TO INTERIOR TLINGIT

Vowels

long low vowels

Coastal | Interior

long high vowels

Coastal | Interior

aala

-

ei

—f

ee

c/

00

(ou

O
~—

Consonants

uvular consonants

Coastal | Interior

daléa

@
o )
-_—) CD>

(®)
(@]
>

laterals

Coastal | Interior

gh
kh

I~ 1Q

xh

X<
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PSEUDO-DIPHTHONGS

Ending in -w Ending in -y
-aw, -ew, -iw, -uw -ay, -ey, -y

Dr. Leer suggests using a tilde ~ above the final -y or -w to indicate the
nasal sound in Teslin Tlingit instead of the _ under the vowel, as in these
examples.

[4

examples ending with y

yay tay tay xhay (NJ-C, A)
yay tay tay xhay (SJ-T)
yay tay tay xhay (SJd-T)
whale garden fat beaver lodge

Xhay Hit Beaver Lodge clan house

Xhay Hit

Xhay Hit

examples ending with w

haw gaw . (NJ-C,A)
haw gaw (SJ-T)
haw gaw (SJ-T)
bough drum, clock

In Teslin Tlingit, all syllable-final y and w are nasalized, so it is probably
not necessary to use the nasal indication _ or ~
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CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS - LORRAINE DEWHURST

Greetings
1. M4 sa iyati ? How are you? (greeting)

2. Ma sd iyati ya ts’utat ? How are you this morning ? (greeting)
Good morning.

3. Yak'éyi ts'utat aya. It's a nice morning. (statement)

4. Ma sa iyati ya yagi ?  How are you today ? (greeting)
Good day. Hello.

5. Ma sd iyati ya x&na ?  How are you this evening ? (greeting)
Good evening.

6. Ch’a gha gi iyati ? Are you OK? (concerned question,
actually wanting to know)

7. A, xhat yak’é. Yes, | am fine.
A, xhat yak'é.
- 8. Wa.é dé? And you? How about you?
9. Xhat tsu xhat yak’é. Me too, | am fine.
Tlingit Literacy Session - YNLC - February 2011 Page 10




Emotions

1. Xhat yanikw. | | am sick.

2. Axh sha yanikw. | have a headache.
3. Axh tuwu yak’é. | am happy.

4. Xhat wudixwétl. (T, A) | am tired.

Xhat yudixwétl. (C)
5. Axh it yatawaha. | am sleepy.
6. Xant xhwanuk. I am angry.

7. Axh tawua yan(k. (T, C) | am sad.
Axh tuwua yanikw. (T, A)

8. Xhat wutitish. (T, A) | am lonely.
Xhat yutitish. (C)
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FROM YNLC CURRICULUM GUIDE

Possessed Body Parts

1. Da saya? What is this?
2. Axh sha aya. This is my head.
3. I sha aya. This is your head.
4. Du sha aya. This is his/her head.
5. Axh xhik aya. These are my shoulders.
6. Axh wakh aya. These are my eyes.
Axh tu aya. This is my nosé.
8. Axh guk aya. These are my ears.
9. Axh Kkiy aya. These are my knees.

Axh Kjy (
Axh kiy aya. (T)

10. Axh xh'ustl’'ékh aya. (NJ)  These are my toes.
Axh xh’ustl'ikh aya. (T)

11. Axh jin aya. These are my hands.

12. Axh xh’uUs aya. These are my feet.
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Conversation

1. Gut'd sa 4 khiya.0 ? Were do you live?

2. Kwaéanlin & khuxha.(. | live in Whitehorse.
Anx’ khuxha.q. | live in town.
An xh’ayi khuxha.Q. | live downtown. (in the centre)
At guta xha.d. ~ llive in the bush.

3. Khudaxh khusi.at'. It's too cold.

4. M4 sa khuwati ? a) How is the weather?

b) How is everyone? How are people?
M& sa khuwati gan ? How is it outside? How is the weather?

Dlet dak wusitan. It's snowing.
Dlet dak yusitdn. (C)

6. Amdigan. (T) It's sunny.
- Awdigan. (C, A)

7. KhutigQs'. It's cloudy.

8. Ayamditi. (T) It's windly.
Ayawditi. (C, A)

9. Dlet kadlan. Deep snow.

10. Dlét yan kawadlan. There’s some fresh snow.

Tlingit Literacy Session - YNLC - February 2011 Page 13
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INCIDENTAL WORDS
1. Wush ya ayaduwané. People respect one another.

2. Wush y4 has awudanéyin. They used to respect one another.
Wuash ya ayadunéyin. People used to respect one another.

3. wush ya awudané mutual respect
at ya awlné respect for all things
4. Ha yixh has wu.at. They went with us (in a boat, car, etc).
Literally, “they got aboard us and
went”

5. Ha shukat has wu.at. They went before us.

6. dakhkaxh from inland, from the interior
dakh kaxh

7. Shi amdziyékh. S/he pulled a muscle, got hurt from
over-exertion.
8. kha sax’u people’s names, personal names
kha sayi a person’s name, a personal name
9. Ghunana Athapaskan, people from a different
nation
10. Ghuna.an people from another village,

Tlingit people from other places
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11. Axh da ké yakhushunasgén. I'm starting to understand.

12. Du kanaxh at wuti. S/he is all in, exhausted. Literally,
“things have gotten over him/her”

13. Kasiyé. Itis uncommon, strange, striking.

14. TIét kushyé. It is common, ordinary, familiar.

15. Ah6 dé. Oh, never mind.

16. A 4sgi. Oh, I getit. Oh, | see what is
happening.

17. X'égha kuxha.akhw. I'm really trying.

18. X'égha kakkhwa.akhw. [ will try really hard.

19. Ch’a kuna.akhw. | Just try! Just try it! (to one person)
20. Kuna.akhw. Try (it). (to one person)
21. Kuna.akhw dé. Go ahead and try (it)!

22. Kuna.akhw s’é. (A, T) Try (it) first!
Kuna.akhw s’é. (C)

23. Kuna.akhw x'wan. Try (it)! Don't forget to try!
(polite but firm, even stern)
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24. D& kuna.akhw. Do try it. Do giveita try.
(pleading, or quietly but firmly
begging a person not to do the
wrong thing)

25. Da axhtutsa dé. Do let’s take a break now. (pleading)
Let’s take a break now, please!

26. khuwakan 1) deer
2) peace deer, hostage

27. Axh yat xh’amdliwd. She adopted me.
Axh yat xh’amdliyQ.
28. chash . bush house, brush shelter, hunting
blind |

boughs used for a specific purpose

29. Chésh t'ét a. S/he is sitting in his/her hunting blind,

30. Awachésh. . S/he brushed it up.
31. haw bough
32. taum (Bishop Innocent, Sitka 1800s) feather

taw ~ taw ~ t'aw (modern Teslin)

33. A&t xh’ahadi (SJ) door draft stopper
cold (air) entrance-block/cover
34. gwata butter
Tlingit Literacy Session - YNLC - February 2011 - Page I6




35.
36.
37.

38.

39.

40.

tlikhtsax’ (NJ)
lisans (T - SJ)

lidiyd (T- SJ)

glove (with fingers)
raisins

radio

Yakw axh ke nashixh. (Coastal)
Yakw dxh ké nakhuxh. (T)

Ya xh’ayanadéxh (T)

Ya nakhuxh.

Ya akanattakh.

A boat is “running up” over there.
A boat is coming up over there.

(something heavy) is going along
with considerable momentum

It (one boat) is going along, sailing.
S/he is going along by boat.

(in some diialects,also

S/he is going along by car.)

41. S/he is poling (it) along.
42. yat'a this one
43. khu.a on the other hand
44. vyat'a dé this one now
45. yéat'a dés this one next
46. Ch’a ya xh’ayanadaxh. It is moving (over water) by
(progressive) its own momentum. It is coasting.
(especially of a large boat)
Tlingit Literacy Session - YNLC - February 2011 Page 17



47.

48.

49.

50.

Ch’a xh’ayawadaxh. It moved under its own momentum.
(perfective) It coasted.

Gunalchish ha in yu xhita.atgi. (C, T, A)
Thank you for talking fo us.
(to one person)

Gunatchish ha in yu xh’eyta.atgi. (T only)
Thank you for talking to us.
(to several people)

Shi. Give it. (with cupped hands out)
Sha'. (S. Tutchone) |

51. Shi dé. Give it. Give it up now!
52. Shi dé, du jit axh! Give him the “blanket”. (when
someone asks to borrow money)
Go ahead, give it to him.
Shi de, du jit dxh |
give it now him/her cupped-hand-to  blanket, fur, etc.
TYihgit Literacy Session - YNLC - February 2011 Page 18
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19. top left: Dr. Jeff Leer
top right: Norman James
bottom left: Marlene Smith, Julie Smith

bottom right: Barb Hobbis, Louise Parker

20. top: Dr. Jeff Leer showing a Tlingit consonant chart
centre left: Connie Jules, Barb Hobbis, Louise Parker, Sarah Johnston
(Julie Smith in background)
centre right: Gary Johnson, Norman James

bottom (clockwise from back): Connie Jules, Barb Hobbis, Louise Parker,
Gary Johnson, Marlene Smith, Norman James, Sam Johnston

21. top left: Sam Johnston
top right: Lorraine Dewhurst
bottom left: Linda Harvey, Sarah Johnston
bottom right:  Louise Parker

22. bottom left: Connie Jules

bottom right:  Linda Harvey
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May 4, 2011

Ms. Gayle Bedard

First Nations programs & Partnership
1000 Lewes Blvd.

Whitehorse, YT Y1A 5K4

Dear Gayle:

We are pleased to send you this report from the Tlingit Literacy Session held in November 2011,
attended by Native Language teachers, trainees, and elders from Teslin, Carcross and
Whitehorse. Our collaborator in Tlingit studies, Dr. Jeff Leer of the University of Alaska
Fairbanks, once again served as guest instructor.

This session reviewed in depth the sounds used in the Tlingit language. Participants also studied
the correct forms of addressing and referring to relatives; the Tlingit clan system; and basic
classroom vocabulary. In addition they practiced a number of listening exercises written by
fluent Elder Bessie Cooley.

This report will be a useful tool for Tlingit language learning and instruction. For further material
in the Tlingit language, including a list of available publications, we invite you to visit our
website at www.ynlc.ca.

We hope you enjoy this publication.

Sincerely,

John T. Ritter
Director

Telephone: (867) 668-8820 Toll Free: (877) 414-9652 Facsimile: (867) 668-8825
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