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Participants at Tlingit Literacy Workshop

Whitehorse, Yukon, November 26, 27, 28, 1986

Sponsored by Yukon Native Language Centre

NATIVE NAME CLANNAME

Gail Jackson
Teslin, Yukon

Sak inyaa Deisheetaan
CS'igeidi=Beaver]

MOIETY

Yeil

Gladys Johnston
Teslin, Yukon

Ts'eestank

Jeff Leer We iha

Fairbanks, Alaska Yeilkuneiyi

Lena Sidney
Whitehorse, Yukon

Mamie Smith
Carcross, Yukon

Se i 1. aat

Shawtlaax

Anne Turner Yeidisakw
Whitehorse. Yukon

Mary-Ann Whelan
Carcross, Yukon

Lucy Wren
Carcross, Yukon

Kaa laa

Gooch Tlaa

Gaanax. adi Yeil

Gaanaxte idi Yei 1

Dak 1' awe idi Gooch

Dakr aweidi Gooch



VOWELS:

DICTATION 1:

1. ta

2. te

3. a tu

4. s aa

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

ID.

s e it

see

shal

d o o s h

a ka

yei awe

Short VoweIs

u

he's sleeping

rock

inside it

name

necklace

doll

song

cat

on it

that's the way

Long -VoweIs

aa

e i

ee

oo

DICTATION 2

1. saa name

2. sa name it

3. see do 11

4. su as in ye isu
still

5. soo [no meaning]

6. sei (no meaning]

7. Si (no meaning]

8. saa name

9. se voice

10. sa name it!



CONSONANTS: ch d g h j k n s sh t w y,
are pronounced like the English sounds, or very
nearly like them.

Plain stops d dl dz j

Aspirated stops t tl ts ch

Plain fricatives Is sh

Other n

DICTATION:

1. d le i t snow

2. d z e i t ladder

3. 1 idzee it's difficult

4. tsaats bear roots

5. at lee mom

6. xe idu comb

7. taat roaster

8. xoots grizzly bear

9. tlei 1 no t

10. i xde down river, south

11. ling it Tlingit, person

12. du jeewu he's got it

V



POSSESSED FORMS OF NOUNS: take a suffix, usually -i, low-tone if
the word is high-tone, but high-tone
if the word is low-tone.

thread

roy threadax

ax

ts aa

tas

tas i

doosh

dooshi

eex

eexi

cat

my cat

Oil, grease

seal Oil

word ends with fricative

If the word ends with a stop, the possessed form has an unaspirated
stop before the suffix:

ax

ax

ax

ax

t—?-d i

tl-fdli

t s—*dz i

ch—>2 i

hit

hidi

gooch

goo J i

k ^g i

k J-^i

house

ray house

WO 1 f

my wo 1f

gaatl soda cracker

^aadli my soda cracker

seek

s eeg i

belt

my belt



POSSESSED FORMS OF NOUNS (continued)

shaak driftwood

shaa^i . my driftwoodax

Possessed forms of nouns ending with rounded stops;
the suffix IS u instead of i;

kw—>xu x'w—>x'u

kw—->xu x' w—>x' u

kw ygu k"w—>k ' u

kw—>ku k'w—^•k'u

ax

ax

ax

ax

ax

yaakw

yaagu

gaaxw

gaaxu

naakw

naagu

kook

koogu

goox

gooxu

ax guk

tsalgi gugu

boat

my boat

duck

my duck

medicine

my medicine

box

my box

s lave

my slave

my ear

groundhog ear



Possessive suffix after an unrounded consonant - i

Possessive suffix after a rounded consonant - u

w —-> w u

y —> y i

naaw whiskey

ax naawu my whiskey

ax

gaav

gaawu

noow

tsalgi noowu

r eiw

dzisk'u I'eiwu

ax

ax

taay

taay i

kaay

kaay 1

dleey

wasoos dleeyi

drum, clock, time

my drum, my clock

flat clear area

gopher colony

sand'

moose lick

garden

my garden

measuring stick

my measuring stick

meat, flesh

cow meat



Possessive pronouns;

Possessor

ax

i

du

a

haa

yee

has du

kaa

a t

my

your

his

its

our

you guys

their

somebody's

s ome th ing' s

Possessor

wasoos

watsix

xa lak' ach'

(dzisk'w->] dzisk'u

Ctsalk-^] tsalgi

Cnooskw-^) noosgu

Possessed

d leey 1

Possessed

d 1 e e y i

d 1e e y i

d leey a

d leey1

d leey i

d 1e e y i

meat

crov meat

caribou meat

porcupine meat

moose meat

gopher meat

wo Iverine meat

If the possessor ends in two consonants, add -i/-u according to
the rules given above. This has the effect of preventing three
consonants in a row withiri the phrase.



PLACE NAMES

Possessor

vatsix

dz i sk'u

k'walxi

guk i' i

tsalgi noovu

CONSONANTS:

Possessed

been water, river, creek

heeni Caribou river

heeni Moose river

heeni Smart river

heeni Swan river

heeni Gopher Den river

PlainStops d dl dz j g K

Aspirated Stops t tl ts ch k k

Glottal ized Stops t* tl' ts' ch' k' k'

Plain Fricatives 1 s s h X X

Glottalized Fricatives r s' x' x'

Other (n. y, w)



DICTATION:

1. t * aa , board

2. tl'atk ground, earth

3. ts'ats'ee bird

4. ch'aak' eag le

5. k' oox marten

6. koox rice

7. k'wat1 cook ing po t

8. seek belt

9. ax seek' my daughter

10. ax kaak my uncle (mother'

11. ax kaak* my forehead

12. taat night

13. t'aat' junco

14. ch'aak' eagle

15. ch'aakw long ago

BIG AND LITTLE:

t le in big

yadi . baby

-k' (w) j little
-k' [w) atsk' u /

These come afjcer the word they modify, not before as in English.

The forms -k'w and -k'watsk'u are used following the vowels aa
and a.

10



[cont inued]

hit t le in

hitk'

hitk' atsk'u

1 a taa

litaa tlein

1i taak'w

big house

lit^tle house

little house

knife

big kni f e

little knife

1 itaak'watsk'u little knife

aa

aa tlein

Aa Tlein

aak'W

Aak' W

heen

heen tlein

Heen Tlein

heenak'w

lake

big lake

A11 in

little lake

Auke Lake

water, river

big river

Ink.len River

little creek

11



If the word ends in two consonants the suffix -i or -u is added
to it before tlein, yadi, -k' (w] or -k' [wjatsk'u.

dz isk"w moose

dzisk'u tlein big moose

dzisk'u yadi baby moose

shachk meadow

shachgi tlein bigmeadow

shachgik' , little meadow

12



DICTATION:

1. 1' ook coho

2. S' 1S aa cloth

3. s'ix' p late, dish

4. x'ux' paper. book,

5. ax x' ® my mouth .

6. ax I'oot' my tongue

7. 1'ee x'wan socks

8. s'el' x'wan rubber boots.

9. x' aan fire

10. s' ix' dish

11. alts' Ik' he or she is

between fingers

13



2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

s' eek

s ' e i k

X' a d a a

ch'a k'at

x' aat'

x' a a

kook'aa

x'waa1'

t' aaw

m

smoke, cigarette

file

finally, at last

island,

point of land

it's too short

down feather

Wing feathers

waa sa?

maa sa?

da le iy a

Cglottal stop] wa. e

we. e

at la. at

ye i kunas. aat'

kus i. aat'

ROUNDED CONSONANTS:

naakw

ax naagu

naakw

t' e ix yanaagu

adaakw

14

How? What did you say?

lake trout

you

stuff, baggage

it's getting cold out

it's coldout

med i c ine

my medicine

octopus

bait for hook

she's rendering it
(fat]



EXAMPLES OF UNDERLINED CONSONANTS:

daak

dakde nagu

,dakde nagu

ixde nagu

iXt'

oox

ax OOX

yak'e i

ax yaa 1 ik' e i

k'wat'

k'wat1

kook

kook

Kookhittaan

Kookhittaan

at koowu

xaat koowu

at koowu

gan

San

x' aan

x' aari

kind©

yaa ndakin

15

inland, back (in the
woods, hills]

go out [into the open)
home [out of the woods]

go back [into the woods]

downstream, south

shaman

bubble

my tooth/teeth

i t' s good

I treasure him/her/it.
he/she/it isprecious to me

egg[s]

pot

cellar, hole in the ground

box

Pit House Clan

Box House Clan

tail of something [fish]

fishtail

den of something

[f i re]wood

hey you!

anger

fire

up [wards]

it's fly ing



(continued]

x'e igaa true

Lingit x'einax in Tlingit

POSSESSED BODY PARTS:

The use of -i/-u with body parts is different than with other
nouns. Sometimes it changes the meaning of the noun:

ax 3 in

k inaa. at" j ini

xoots jini

tsaa jini

my hand/arm

coat sleeve

bear arm/paw

seal f lipper

Most often -i/-u is added to indicate that the body part is
detached from its original location on the body.

ax oox

ax ooxu

kaa ooxu

shaan ooxu

ax s ha

s'eek shaaya

s' eek s ha

ax giik

kaa guk

kaa gugu

16

my tooth

my false tooth/teeth;
my extracted tooth.

corn

my head

black bear head
separated from his body]

bear head - on his body

my ear

somebody's ear

somebody's ear cut off.
dried fruit



TONE: high tone is marked with the accent (')

shaa mountain

shaa women

xaat

ax xaadi

xaat

ax xaadi

naakw

naakw

du naawu

du naawu

du aayi

du aayi

du taayi

du taayi

taay

t aay

goon

du gooni

goon

du gooni

root

my root

fish

my fish

octopus

rotten wood

his body

his dead body

his lake

his

his garden

his fat

garden

fat

gold

his gold

spring [water]

his spring [water]

17



POSSESSIVE ENDING; the possessive suffix has four forms,

-i afterunroundedconsonant

- u after rounded consonants [vD

- yi after unrounded vowel

- wu after rounded vowel [u, oo]

aa lake

watsix aayi caribou

ax t'aayi

de i

ax deiyi

g i 5 hoo

ax giShoowu

board

my board

road, trai 1

my road, trail

pig

my pig

A short high-tone vowel becomes a long low-tone vowel before the
possessive suffix C"-yi or -wu]

te

ax t e i y a

atxa

ax atxaayi

atsha

ax atsheeyl

rock

my rock

food

my food

song

my song

18



(cont inued)

ax lu

yeil lu

yeil loowu

a s hu

a shoowu

a tu

ax toowu

my nose

raven's beak

raven's beak

the end of it

half of it

inside it

my thinking, my mind

19



PLACE NAMES:

1. Wat s ix Shaay i

2. Janu Heeni

3. Janu Cheeni] Aayi

4. Tsalgi Tooli

5. Keitladi X'4at'i

6. S'eek Shaayi Heenak'u

7. T' a Yadi Aayi

8. T' a T le in Aay i

T' a Aak'u

T'a Aay i T le in

Gooch Aayi

Watsix Heeni

Xa lak' ach' Heeni

Tlaxaneis' Koovu

T laxanas'koowu

Ch* aak' Kudi

Xaay Goon

Caribou Mountain

Goat Creek

Goat Creek Lake

Gopher Knoll

Seagu 11 Is land

Black Bear Head Creek

Little Salmon Lake

Big Salmon Lake

Big Lake
Big Salmon Lake

Big Salmon

Wolf Lake

Caribou Creek

Porcupine Creek

Kingfisher Den

Eagle Bay -"Eagle Nest'

Beaver Lodge Pass

Geographic features often used in place names:

heen river, creek

heenak'w small creek

aa lake

20



(continued]

aak' w

X' a a t'

s haa

tool

goo ch

taxk

goon

kunageey^

geey

x' aa

x' aas

ish

21

little lake

island

mountain

knoll, hill (with trees)

hill (with buckbrush)

one-faced hill
\

spring (water)

bay

point

cliff

waterfall, strong rapids

hole in river



DIRECTIONALS;

ixde

nande

dakde

ikde

dakde

yande

d iyaade

k inde

y inde

ne iIde

gande

dakde

dakde

"2 2

go ing down river

going up river

going back away from
the water (river, lake)

going down to the shore
(beach)

going out into the lake
to the shore

going from the lake to
the shore

going to the other side
of the river, lake

going up

going down

going into the house

going out of the house

going to the back of the
house (inside)

going from the back of
the house out to the
front



up

down

ups tream

downstream

back

out

to the beach

to the shore

across

inside (home)

outs ide

toward

k 1 nde

yinde

nande

ixde

d4kde

dakde

ikde

yande

d iyaade

ne iIde

gande

23

naa form

keenaa

yeenaa

naanaa

iXinaa

d ig inaa

dig inaa

i£ inaa

keenax. a

yeenax. a

naanax. a

eexnax. a

daaknax. a

de ikeenax. a

eeknax. a

y annax. a

diyaanax. a

ne i Inax. a

gaannax. a



PLACE NAMES: around Carcross. Yukon

200

2 01;

202 .

203

204

205

206

207

208

209

210

211

212

213

214

215

216

217

218

Carcros s

Tagish Lake

Windy Arm

Tutsi Lake

Little Atlin Lake

Atlin Lake

Montana Mountain

Caribou Mountain

Nares Mountain

Crag Lake

Chootla Lake

(Crag Creek?]

Wheaton River

Marsh Lake

Teslin Lake

Nisutlin River

Teslin (Village)

Wolf River/Red River

24

Naataase Heen

Taagish Xayi

Cheizhele' (Tagish)

T'ooch' Aayi (Charcoal Lake)

Xaat Tlein Xayi
(Big Fish Lake)

Aa Tlein (Big Lake)

Tsalgi Shaayi
(Gopher Mountain)

Watsix Shaayi

Takaadi T'ooch'
(Rocks 1 ide Charcoa 1 Mountain)

X'eis'awaa Shaayi
(Ptarmigan Mountain)

Kaxweix Aayi
(Highbush Cranberry Lake)

Man Choodla
("Little Lake" in Tagish)

Kaxveix Heeni
(Highbush Cranberry Creek)

Giise Tu'
("Jackpine Water" in Tagish)

Titl'eileis
("sandy beach at the end" in Tagish)

Deisleen Aayi

N i laseen (Heeni)

A x'aka (on its mouth)

L'eix'w Heeni
(Ochre River)



OTHER PLACE NAMES:

Taku River

Nakina Lake

Inklin River

Sloko Lake

Squanga Lake

Kusawa

Kiuane

3 Aces

Jubilee Mountain

Mount White

Takhini

Hootchi Lake

25

T'aaku

Naak' ina. aa

Heen Tlein

L' oox' u Aay i

Dasgvaange

Koosawu Aa (narrow lake)

Lux. aani
(comes from loox aani
Whitefish land country)

Tleinax Tawei (lone sheep)

K' iyan (hemlock at the base)

Sinwaa

Taxheeni (from teix heeni
"broth from boiled food")

Hooch' i Xayi (last lake)



DICTATIONS;

g/k/k' g/k/k'

1. gan f irewood k' a t e i 1 pi tcher

2. k' ee1j aa storm Wind ^agaan sun

3. koon hero kook box

4. ke i 11 dog keedu dam

5. k' ade in we 11 k' e ik'w tern

6. goon spring water gukl' swan

7. kl 4kw small owl gaax she's cry ing

8. gaa 1' c lam k'e ikaxwe in flower

9. kake in woo 1 k'anaaxan fence

10. k'ats' sharp edge kut'aay hot weather

tl' /I' ts'/s'

1. tr eek ^ finger s'iksh Wild hellebore

2. 1'ee x'wan socks s' ix' p late, dish

3. t1'atk land ts'ats'ee b ird

4. t r aak'wach' Wild rhubarb ts' 00 taat morning

5. I'al jackpine s' ige idi beaver

6. 1' e i w s and S'60s'ani s pruce cone

7. tl' ei 1 milt ts'ootsxan Tsinshen

8. 1' oof tongue s ' eek black bear

9. I'eedi tail s' e enaa lamp

10. t r uk' X worm, snake s • e 1' • rubber

26



k' /x' k'/x'

1. x' aan anger k' watl pot

2. k'ade in we 11 x'aakw salmon that
has turned

3. K'iyan Jub i lee Mtn x'a^weinaa napk in

4. X' e e s ' tangle k'eik'W sea pigeon

5. x' aa po int x- as' j aw

6. k' 6ox marten x' oon punk

7. X"aax' apple k'e ikaxwe in flower

8. x' oow blanket x' aan fire

9. k' ee 1 j aa storm Wind k'anaaxan fence

10. k'wa Ix fern rhizome x' eex' wa 1' safety pin

a/aa ••

a/e i

1. kat spear head te stone

2. kaak mother's de i road
brother

3. tas thread 11 e i n big

4. gan f irewood s e voice

5. gaan outside gwe i 1 bag

6. has . them ne i 1 home

7. shal spoon we that

8. shaal fish trap y e i 1 raven

9. taakw Winter, year she blood

10. s haa mountain te i 1 pitch

•2 7



1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

i/ee

dis

kie s

H

t e e 1

hit

in

xeen

see

Shi

i s h

d/t/t'

de i

t' a a

dis

te ix'

t' eex'

taakw

daanaa

T'aaku

9. tawei

10. dool

moon

bracele t

don't!

shoe

house

flint

fly

do 11

song

u/oo

shu

goon

un

lu

kut

oosh

y 00

tool

du

hole in river luk

road

board

moon

heart

ice

Winter

money

taku

mtn sheep

crane

dl/tl/tl'

tleik'

d le i t

tl'atk,

t lakv

tl'uk'x

d laa

t laa

T 1' anaxeedakw

tleil

d luwkat

28

end

spring of water

s h o o t it!

nose

nest

if only

like that

hill

his/her

drink (coffee)

no

snow

earth

aIways

worm

gee !

mother

my th i ca 1
woman

not

careful 1y.



dz/ts/ts'

1. dze i t ladder

2. ts in muskrat

3-

4.

ts•ats'ee

t s eek

bird

barbecue stick

5. dzisk'w owl. moose

6. dzant i flounder

00

. tsook'

ts• oo taat

again

morning

9. . dzaas thonging

10. Ts • ootsxan

j/ch/ch'

Tsimshian

g/k/k'

i: chookan grass k' ink' stink fish head

2. ch'aak' eagle kees . brace let

3. ch'00 ye i the same way gaas' post

4. j anu mtn goat goon spring water

5. chaan mother-in- law k' oox marten

6. ch'aakw long ago kat s powdered
c lam shells

7. jaaj i snowshoe k' ei we 11

8. j igve inaa hand towel koox rice

9. ch'eet diving bird k' i daaka aa one next door

10. chaas' sockeye salmon goox 5 lave

29




