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. Participants at Tlingit Literacy Wofkshop

Wh;fehorsé[ Yukon, November 26, 27, 28, 1986

NAME

Géil Jacksoﬁ‘
Teslin, Yukon

Gladys‘Johnsioh
Teslin, Yukon

Jeff Leer’

Fairbanks, Alaska

‘Lena.Sidney

Whitehorse, Yukon

Mamie Smith

Carcross, Yukon

Anne Turner
Whitehorse,

Mary—-Ann Whelan
Carcross, Yukon

Lucy Wren

Carcross, Yukon

NATIVE NAME

Sakinyéa

.Ts’eestank

AWeihé-
Yeilkunéiys

Seil;aat

Shawtlaay

Ye&d;sékw

- Kaalaa

' ‘Gooch Tlaa

Sponsoréd'by Yukon Native Language Centre

CLAN MOIETY

Deisheetaan Yéil
(S’ igeidi=Beaver)

gaanag.éﬂi 7 Yéil
Gaanaxteidi | Yésil
‘Dakl’ aweaidi i Gooch

Dakl;éweidﬁ gooch
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VOWELS:

10.

DICTATION 1:

saa

seit

sée

shal

doosh

yéi awé

‘a

"Short>deels"

he's sleeping

rock -

anside it

name

necklace

doll

.song

cat
on it

that's the

way

DICTATION 2

1.

2.

3.

10.

aa

€3

ee

Q0

saa

séo

sei -

Ssaa

sé

‘Long .Vovels

name

name it

do1l

as in yeisu
stall

(no meaning)
(no meaning)
(no meaning)
nalﬁe
voice

name it!
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1.

2.

ch " d g h j k n s sh t W y,
are pronounced like the English sounds, or very

nearly like them.

CONSONANTS:
Plain stops - d dl dz 3 g
Aspirated stops t - tl ts' . ch k
Plain fricatives 1 s sh ‘ . x.
- Other n W vy
 DICTATION:
dleit sn&w
dzest ladder
3. lidzée Cit's difficult
4. tsdats bear roots
atlée mom
6. xéidu comb
taat rcaster '
8. .Xéots
tlésil
~10. fxde
11. lingi
12. du j

grizzly bear
not

down river, south

T - Tlingst, person

eew( he’s got it
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POSSESSED FORMS OF NOUNS:

tas

ax tési
déosh

ax ‘déoshs
eex

tsaa eexi

" take a suffix, usually -i, low-tone if
the word is high—tone, but high-tone

if the word is: low—tone.
thread

my thread

cat : : .
_ ‘'word ends with fricative
my cat .

0il, grease

seal 01l

If the word ends with a stop, the possessed form has an'unaspirafed

stop before the suffix:

1T—>ds

tl—>dli

ts—>»dzi

ch—ja

séek

ax séegi

- k—>g1

k—>gs

house

my house

wolf

my wolf

soda cracker

my soda cracker

belt

my belt
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POSSESSED FORMS OF NOUNS (continued)
shaak dfiftwood

ax _ shaagi . my driftwood

Possessed forms of nouns ending with rounded stops:
the suffix is u 1nstead of 1:

kw——-»xu x'w—-—»x'u
kw——xu X' w——»x"u

kw—=-¥gu . k'w--%k'u

kw——>ku k'w——>k'u
yaakw becat
ax yaagd my boat
gadaxw duck
"~ ax  gdaxu my duck
naakw 7 medicine
ax '~ nédagu . my medicine
kéok ~ box -
ax kéogu my box
200X slave
ax gooxd . my slave
ax » guk ' my ear
“tsalgs glgu . "groundhog ear
6
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Possessive suffix after an unrounded consonant — i
Possessive suffix after a rounded consonant - u
T w —=3 wu
Yy ——> ¥Yi
naawv whiskey
ax naawu my whiskey
gaaw drum, clock, time
ax ~ gaavd my drum, my clock
noow - flat clear area
tsalgsi .noowﬁ gopher colony
‘1’ésw . sand
‘dzisk'u 1' éiwu - moose lick
tday garden
ax taaysi my garden
kaay measuring stick
ax . kaay{ "my measuring stick
dleey meat, flesh
wasdéos . dleeyi . ~cow meat
7
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‘Possessive pronouns:

Possessor _ N " Possessed

55 ‘my ' dleéyi ' meat

3 ' YOuf )

du his

a ' . ' %ts

haa- our )

yee ”Ayou gufs

has du thesr

kaa somebody’ s

at » someth{ng's

Possessor : - Possessed

waséos o | dleeyd . crow meat
wvatsix | _ ) dleéyiA : cariboh‘meat,
xalak’éch'  >' dleeyi . porcupine meat
(dzisk’w~>) dzisk'u ' dleey{ moose meat
(tséik-¢]" tsélgi dleey{ - gopher méat
(néoékw4éi néosgu dleeyi ; wolverine meat

If the possessor ends in two consonants, 'add —-3i/-u according to
the rules given above. This has the effect of preventing three
‘consonants in a row within the phrase. '
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'PLACE NAMES

Possessor

watsix
dzisk'u
k'walxs
gukl’ s

"tsalgi: noowQ

- CONSONANTS:
_Plain-Stobs

4Aspiratéd Stops
Glottalized Stops
Flain FriCativés
»Gléttalized Fficatives

Other (n, y,. w)

Pdsseséed [41/—u)v

héen
-héena

héeni

héensi

héensi

héeni-

dl

tl

1l

wéter; ri?er[ creek
Caribou river
Moosertiver

Smart river

Swan river

Gopher Den river

dz j g

ts ch k k
ts' ch’ k' k'
s sh X X
s’ x' x’



" DICTATION:

-k’ (w)atsk'u

}

1 t’ da deard
2 tl'atk érouhﬂ,learfh'
3 ts'afs'ée bird
A ch’ dak’ eagle
S k' éox marten
6 kéox rice
7 k'watl -cooking pot
8 séek belt
9 ax -séek’ my daughtef -
10. -' ax kéak my uncle fmother's Brothgr)
- 11. | ax kéék’ my forehead A |
12, taat ‘ nighi’.
13. ‘ ;'éat' junco
14. ch’dak’ eagle
'iS." ch{éakw 'lohg:ago
BIG AND LITTLE:
tlé;n’ big.
yads -.baby 
-k (v) little

in English.

‘The forms “k’w and -k’watsk’'u are used following the vowels aa

i@ob

9000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

‘and a.

10
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(continued)
hit
hitk’

hitk’

l{taa

1{taa

tlein

atsk’'u

tlein

1{taak’'w

l1itaak’watsk'u

da t

ga T

lein

lein

big house
lﬁf%le house

little house

knife
big knife
little knife

little knife

lake

big lak€
Atlin>
little lake
Auke Lake

water, Triver

‘big river

Inklen River

little creek

11 -



If the word ends in two consonants the suffix —i or -u is added

‘ to it before.tlein, yadi, -k'(w) or -k’ (w) &dtsk'u.
Adzisk'w moose | |
| diisk'u tlein  big moose
dzisk’u yads: Eaby moose
shéchk meadow
| shéchgi tlein big meadow
| -ghéchgik' little meadow |
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DICTATION:

1: ‘ 1;ook | coh§

2. s'{saa cloth

3 s'ix’ | 7 plate, d;sh

4 x'ax’ :VpaperL book, letter

S. - ax gié o ‘my mouth . B

6. ax i;éot’ my ¥ongue

7ﬂ 1'ée x’'wan socks

8. s'é1’ x'wan  rubber boots, hip boots
9. - . x"aan - faire

lﬁj s;{x" : dish

11. alts’ ik’ he or she‘is holding it pinched

between fingers

13



1 s;eék
s'eik
2 ‘x"adaa
3 ch;a Ak'éf
4 X" aat’
S x' aa
6 kook’ aa
7 Z'waai'
8 t'aéw
m
1

ROUNDED CONSONANTS:

PDOGCOO000000000000200000000003000000000600000000000000000

(glottal stop)

smoke, cigarette

file -

finally, at last

“island

pOinf of land

3t's too short

doyn'feathér

wing feathers

yei kunas. aat’
kussi. dat’
naakw

14

How? What did you say?

- lake trout

YOU

stuff, baggage

it's getting cold out

1t''s cold out

medicine

. my medicine

" octopus

bait for hook

she's rendering_it
(fat)
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. EXAMPLES OF UNDERLINED CONSONANTS:

daak
dékde nagd

v,,dékde nagi

ixde nagu

Kéokhittaan
Kéokhittaan
at koowd
xaat koowt
at koowﬁ
'>gén

gan
X' aan
kinde

yaa ndakin

15

inland, back tin the
woods, hills)

go cut (into the open)
home (out of the woods)

go back finto the woods)

"downstream, south

shaman -

bubble

‘my,tooth/peeth

it's good

I treasure him/her/it,

he/she/it is. precious to me

égg[é)

bot

'céllar, hole in>therground

box
Pit House Clan

Box Hquse Clan

‘tail of something (fish)

fish ta;l

den of something
tfife)wcod

hey fouf"

anget

fire

up[wardé]

it's flying-



{continued)
x'éigaa - true

Lingf{t x'éinax in Tlingsit

POSSESSED BODY PARTS:

The use of —i/-u with body parts is different than with other

nouns. Sometimes it changes the meaning of the noun:

ax jin o my hand/arm

| ‘kinaa. at- jini cocat sleeve
xéots. jini bear arm/paw
tsaa jiny seal flipper

"Most often —i/-u is added to indicate that the body part is
detached from its original location on the body.

ax ooXx " my tooth
ax ooxu : ny false tooth/teeth;

" my extracted tooth.

kaa ooxu corn

ax sha my head

s'eek shaaYi’ black bear head

: " separated from his body)
s'eek Ashé»i.'-A bear head - on his Eédy
ax guk ' - my earvr

kaa gik ' .somebody's e;r

kaa gﬁgu- ' éomeﬁody's ear cut ofﬁ

dried fruit

16
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. TONE:

shaa

du néawvu

du naawud

du Aaaysi

du aayi

du téaysi
du taayd
taay

taay
gdon~

du géons

goon

du gooni

high tone is marked with the accent (7)

mountain

women

rToot

vmy'root

‘fish

my fiéh

octopus

rotten wood

his bedy

his dead body

his lake

his

his garden
his fat -
garden

fat
gold

his gold

spring‘[Water]»

his spring (water)

17
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POSSES_SIVE" ENDING:

- i1 after unrounded consonant

the possessive suffix has four forms.

u after rounded consonants (w)

Yi

wu

after unrounded vo

wel

after rounded vowe 1 (u, oo)

gishoo

ax gishoowid

lake

caribou

board

my'bOArd

road, trail

my'rdéd, trail

pig

. my pig

A short high¥tone vowel becomes
possessive suffix (-yi

atshi

-ax -atsheeyd

or —-wu):

a lecng low—tone vowel before the

rock

my rock

food

ﬁy food-

song

my song

18



"'[continued)

ax 14 : _ my nose

yésl 14 ' raven’'s beak

yéil loowt raven’'s beak

“a shqa the end of it

a shoowd "half of it

a ;6 : , inside "1t

ax toowd my thinking, my mind
19
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PLACE NAMES:

1. " Watsix Shaayt

2. Janu Héeni
3. Janu ‘[heeni] Aayi
4. . Tsalgs Téols
5 Kéitlads Vx;éat'i
6. Sieek‘ Shaay{- Héenék'u‘
7. T'4 Yadi Aays
8. T' 4 Tleiﬁ‘ Aayi
T'é- Aak’'u

T'4 Aays Tlein
Qdoch Aayi 7
Watsix Héen:
Xalak'ach’' Héeni
Tlaganeis; Koowi
Tlaxanas'koowt
Ch' 4dak'. Kadi

Xaay Gdon

héen
héenidk'w

P

aa

20

Caribou Mountain

~ Goat Creek

Goat Creek Lake

GophervKnoll
Seagull Island

Black Bear Head»Creek

‘Little Salmon Lake

Big Salmon Lake
Big Lake e
Big Salmon Lake
Big Salmon

Weolf Lake
Caribou Creek
Porcubine-Creek
Kingfisher Den
Eagle Bay —"Eagle Nest”

Beaver Lodge Pass

‘Geographic features often used in place names:

river, creek

'smail creek

1ake
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(continued)

.éak'w
x’aét'
shaa
tédl
gooch -~
taxk

goon

: kunageei;
geey

X aa

21

litﬁle lake

isl%nd

mguntain

knoll, hiil (wvith trees)
hill (wsth buckbrush)
one—faced hill
épring (wvater)

bay

point

cliff

wvaterfall, strong rapids

hole in river
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‘DIRECTIONALS:

ixde
nande

dakde

dékde

yande

diyaade

k{nﬂe

yinde
neiidé

génde

22

[N

going down river
gCing up river

going back awéy from

the. wvater [rivert lake)

going down to the shore

"~ (beach)

going out into the lake
1o the shore

going from the lake to

-the shore

going to the other side

of the raiver, lake
going_upv

gosing down

going into the house
éo;ng out of the house

going to the back of the

"house (inside)

going from the back of.
the house ocut to the
front '
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e
e toward - naa form  =-nax .a form
.‘ ' ) ’ B s » ’
® up ' kinde : keenaa - " kéenax. &
L4 down . o yinde - : : yeenaa 'yéenagg. a
[ upstream nande o _ naanaa - naanax. &
X ) downstream ixde _ iXinaa . éexnax. a
: back dakde diginaa 'daaknax. &
@ out : - - dakde - diginaa - deikéenax. &
o ' ' .
® to the beach ikde iginaa éeknax. 4
.' to the shcecre yande _ © yéannax. a
C ] S » . .
® " across’ diydade SR diydanax. &
o - - | |
o inside [(home) neildé. neilnax. &
| ® outside gande ‘ . ~ " gaannax. a
£
K J
. -
® |
g
X J
®
¢
e
o
®
®
®
®
.;
®
o
',
]
°

23

5000!90
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PLACE NAMES: around Carcross, Yukon .

200

201

202

203

204

205

206

207

208

209

210
211
212

213

214

- 213

216
217

218

Carcross
Tagish Lake
Windy Arm

Tutsi Lake

Little Atlin Lake

Atlin Lake

"Montana Mountasin

Caribou Mountain

Nares Mountain

Crag Lake
Chootla Lake

(Crag Creek?)

Wheaton River

Marsh Lake

nTeéljn Lake
" Nisutlin River
"'Teslin IV&ilage)

- Wolf River/Réd River

24

Taagish

~Kaxwéix
[Highbush Cranberry Creek)

Naataase Héen

gayi

Cheizhéle' (Tagish)

T'ooch’ Kayi (Charcoal Lake)

X&dat Tlesn Lays
(Big' Fish Lake)

ha Tlein (Big Lake)

Tsalgi:i Shaayi
(Gopher Mountain)
Watsi* Shaay{

Takaad{ T'ooch"

[Rockslide_Charcoal Mountasin)

X'eis’'awda Shaayi

(Ptarmigan Mountain)

Kaxwéix AKays

(Highbush Cranberry Lake)

Man Chéodlé

("Little Lake” in Tagish)

Héensi

Gidse Ta’

("Jackpine Water” in Tagish)

Titl' éitess

("sandy beach at the end” in Tagish)

Deisleen Kays

Nilaseen (Héensi)

A x'aké (on its mouth)

L"éix"w Héens

- (Ochre River)
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OTHER PLACE NAMES:

Tékﬁ River
Nakina Lake

Inklin River

Sloko Lake

Squanga Lake
Kusawa

Kiﬁahe

3 Aces

Jubilee Mountain

" Mount White

Takh;ni

Hootchi Lake

25

T aakn

Naak' ina.

.
aa

Héen Tilein

L'dox’'u

Kays

Dasgwaange

Koosawu

Aa (narrow lake)

Lux. aani. _
(comes from léox aani
Whitefish land country)

Tléinéx

‘Sinwvaa

Taxhéens

Héoch'i‘

Tawés (lone sheep) -

K'syan  (hemlock at the base)

(from téix héeni

”brbth from boiled food”)

Kays (last lake)
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- 10.

DICTATIONS:
g/k/7k’

1. gan
k'eeljaa

3;' kcon

4. keitl

15. k' adéan

6. - goon

7. k' akw

8. gaal’

G. kakéin

10. k'ats’
t1' /1’

1. tl' eek

2. 1"ée x"wan

3. tl'atk

4. tl'aak;wéch'

5. 1'al

6. 1'éiw

7. t1’'é11

8. 1 G0t

9. 1'eed{"
t1' 4k’ x

firewood

" storm wind

hem
dog-
well

spring water

‘small owl

clam
wool

sharp edge

fingerv
socks

land

"wild rhubarb

jackpine

sand
milt
fongue
tail

worm, snake

ts'afs'ée
ts' ocotaat
§'igeidi.
s’ do0s’ ani
ts’ ootsxan
s'eek
;'éenéa

s"é1’

26

pitcher

sun

box

dam

tern

swan

sﬁe's crying
flowgr

fence

hot weather

wild hellebore
plate, dish
bird

MOTNing

beaver

spruce cone’

Tsinshén

black bear

lamp

fubber.



o
@
o
®
@ ,
:i k' /x’
®
} Y 1 X" 4an
@
| 2 k' adéin
‘C
@
@ 3 K'iyén
@
w‘i 4 x'ées’
.. ?
5 x' aa

@
@ 6 k’box
[ )
'. 7 X“aax’
:: 8 x' bdow
® 9 k’'eeljaa
@
X 10. k'walx
®
1.. y

) a/aa
N 4
o
X ) 1 kat
o
‘.
:: : 3 tas
é 4 " géan
® 5 dan
‘} g
: 6 has
C 7. shal
@ _
P 8. shéaal
: 9. téakw
o . 10. shaa
@ ' ‘
L
‘0
.
@

FQCQ.

.anger

Cwell

. Jubilee Min

taﬁgle

. point

marten

-apple

blanket
storm wind

fern rhizome

épear head

mother’'s
brother

thread
firewood
outside

them

spoon

fish trap

‘winter, vyear

mountain

agwéinaa

1%

k'eik'w

y ’

as’

(P

1%

oon

A=

aan

-1

Py

andaxan

dex'"wal’

I

e/ei

ot
D

dei

27

eikaxwéin

pot

salmon that

has turned red .

napkin

sea pigeon
jaw

punk
flower
fire

fence

safety pin

stone

‘road

big
voice
bag
hcome
tha£
raven -
blood

pitch
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10.

10.

i/ee

tawéi

ddol

" moon

bracelet

don' t!

.shoe

house

~ flint

fly

doll

.song -

hole in river

road
board
moon

heart. -

ice

winter
money

taku

mtn sheep

crane

14k

dl/tl/t1’

1163k’

dlest

tl a4tk

tlakw

tl'ﬁk'g

- dléa

tléa

Tl anaxéedéakw

t1é1l

dluwkat

end

spring pf water

~shoot 1t!-
nose
nest
if only
like that
hsll
his/her

draink (coffeé)

no

SNow

“earth

always
WwOTm
geel
mother

mythical
woman

not

carefully
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10.

.10

dz/ts/ts’

dzisk'w

dzanti

_tsdok’

ts'ootaat

dzaas

Ts’' ootsxan

j/ch/ch’

janu
chaan -

ch'éakw

jaaji

jigwéinaa
ch'eet

chaas’

" ladder

~ .muskrat

bird

barbecue stick

owl, moose

flounder

again

. morning

thonging

Tsimshian

grass

Veagle

the same way
mtn goaf
mother—in—law

Iong ago

snowshoe

" hand towel

diving-b;rd

"sockeye salmon

29

g/k/k"

- kéox

k' idaakd aa

goox

stink fish heéd
bracelet

post

Spring vater
marten

powdered
clam shells

well
rice ’
one next door

slave
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