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Gwich'in Listening Exercises Book 
Teetl'it Dialect (Peel River) 

Introduction 

The Gwich'in Listening Exercises Book was long in the making. It started in 1997 under 
the impulse of YNLC director John Ritter with the help of Gwich'in Language Specialist 
Mary Jane Kunnizzi. In 2001, YNLC linguist Andre Bourcier and Gwich'in Elder Mary 
Decker joined the effort. It is through the careful work of all these people that the Yukon 
Native Language Centre is pleased to present this publication. 

This Listening Exercises Book has been devised primarily as a teaching tool. Its goal is to 
present the different sounds confronting any student of the Gwich'in language. The 
introductory section contains the alphabet chart used in this book. Sections 1 and 2 
contain specific exercises on consonants and vowels. All these sounds have been 
organized in contrastive pairs showing the most important features of the sounds of the 
Gwich'in language. Each contrastive pair is exemplified by different words contained in a 
set of sentences. For any contrast, the sentences are organized in one, two or three 
different sets. In multiple set contrastive pairs, the first set is usually composed of simple 
sentences whereas the third set is generally more challenging. There is also a set of 
pictures corresponding to each set of sentences to be . used as a teaching aid. Section 3 
contains information pertaining to the tone patterns of the Gwich'in language. The 
general organization of this section is the same as the previous one but it also contains a 
general overview of the morphology of possession because of its important impact on the 

· sound patterns of the noun in Gwich'in. Over all, the Gwich'in Listening Exercises Book 
contains more than 1000 sentences in two volwnes. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ii and i 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of ii 

1. chii 

2. srii 

3. shii 

Examples of i 

1 . 

2. 

3. 

drin 

shin 
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EXAMPLES 

rock, stone 

knife 

I, me 

day 

summer 

animals 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ii and i 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write ii and i as you hear them. 

1. Chyaa dhivii ~hdroh. 
The boy trapped a weasel. 

2. Dinjii srii hah vit khadint1h. 
The man is cutting the lake trout with a knife. 

3. Dinjik chii kak nahacfik. 

,-- The moose is walking on stones. 

4. Shih niinjii k1h ahah. 
The grizzly is walking after the lynx. 

5. Tr'iinin dz1h dahk'wan'. 
The child is cracking gum. 

- 6. Tr'ih chii kak nijuutnt. 
The boat landed on the rocks. 

- 7. Shin hee srii n1indhah. 
The sun is in the summertime. 

8. Sriijaa chan ts'at vit leii teedhidflh. 
He brought back lots of grayling and lake trout. 

9. Udii leii gwiintl'oh eedin1'. 
He drank too much tea. 

1 o. Sheejii chan ts'at shijuu k'eegido'oh. 
My older and younger sisters came back. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ii and i 
Set 1 of 1 PICTURES 

-/gc.l',:{l.e 

Write ii and i as you hear them. 

1 2 3 4 5 

~ 

6 17 18 19 110 

7-'61= -~-~ 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

LIU and LI 

Set 1 of 1 EXAMPLES 

Examples of uu 

1. chuu water 

2. nJUU island 

3. fuu 
. 
ice 

Examples of u 

,... 
1. fuk fish 

2. tsuk marten 

3. chehluk ling cod, coney 

,... 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

uu and u 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write uu and u as you hear them. 

1. Njuu kat n1goovl. 
,... They made a trip to the island. 

2. Dinjii tsuk leii dhafkhaih. 
The man killed lots of marten. 

3. Nich'it choo chuu dinlh. 
The big girl is drinking water. 

4. luk zheii leii ii'al'. 
I ate lots of fresh whitefish. 

5. Shitsuu dizhuu nah1h. 
My gramma is looking at the cow moose. 

6. Khaiints'an' hee treeluk goonflh. 
There is Jots of herring in the fall time. 

7. Dinjii kat Gwazhal Njik gwats'at tsivii zhuu kagooJil. 
The men went to Ogilvie River for mountain trout. 

8. Shanaghan chehluk li'al'. 
The old lady ate ling cod. 

9. Aii chuu tyah hQQ'ah. 
Give me the cup. 

10. Tr1injoo fuk tl'uu uu'an tahjah. 
The woman is throwing the fish scales away. 

,... 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

uu and u 
Set 1 of 1 PICTURES 

Yu~~ :Nuuve 
fgcf,:'#t 

Write uu and u as you hear them. 

1 2 3 4 15 

~·~ 
~ -

<.. 

6 7 8 I 9 10 ,, 
,, ----~ - ~;:6ii~ 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetf'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ee and e 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of ee 

1. tsee 

2. tl'ee 

3. deek'1t 

Examples of e 

1. nehtruh 

2. ezh1n 

3. etr'uu 
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EXAMPLES 

beaver 

after 

bed 

wolverine 

eagle 

Arctic tern 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ee and e 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

..... 

Write ee and e as you hear them. 

1. Etr'uu treeluk ah. 
The arctic tern is eating herring. 

2. luk ii'al tl'ee n1dhiich1h. 
I went to sleep after I ate fish. 

3. Diik'ee k'eejit di1h. 
He has a new gun. 

4. Deetree jak enluh nahts1h. 
She is picking unripe juniper berries. 

5. Eneedzit ts'ik nah1n. 
He/she saw a wasp. 

6. Dinjii tsee tth'ai' ['al. 
The man ate beaver meat. 

7. Beebii vindee gw1fts1k. 
The baby's eye is sore. 

8. Shoondee nee'uu ah. 
My older brother is eating red currants. 

9. Geh van vee dhidlh. 
The rabbit is sitting on the shore of the lake. 

1 o. Ch1itaii sheenjit gwin1ik'oh. 
It's cold for me outside. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE 

Set 1 of 1 

1 2 

--

6 7 

l 1 1 l 

Teetl'it Gwich 'in Dialect 

ee and e 
PICTURES 

Write ee and e as you hear them. 

3 4 5 

8 9 10 

N-)\ 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

oo and o 
Set 1 of 1 EXAMPLES 

Examples of oo 

1 . choo big 

- 2. troo wood 

3. too night 
,... 

Examples of o 

1 . aak'ii t'ok milk 

2. ok eddy 

- 3. nllii tlok soft meat 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

oo and o 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write oo and o as you hear them. 

1. Shitsuu too hee nahacfik. 
Gramma is walking around at night. 

2. Ok zh1t chihvyah choo ch1n~hchuh. 
Set a big net in the eddy. 

3. Ookat zheh danh, aak'ii t'ok oonikat. 
Buy some milk at the store. 

4. Sheek'aii n11ii tlok zrih ah. 
My auntie eats only soft (boiled) meat. 

5. Shichaa ahkhok goozhik faii yich1h. 
While my younger brother was snoring, the dog was 
barking. 

6. Chii ch'ok tat daatsoo Choo naf'1n. 
I saw a big mouse among the sharp rocks. 

7. -Aii troo 1itsii choo zh1t jiinch1h. 
Put the wood in the big stove. 

8. Oo'ok gwa'an nich'it kat ts'1ig1di'1n. 
The girls are playing out around there. 

9. Tsee nanii'ol danh ezh1r choo ginah'1n. 
They see a big bull moose at the beaver dam. 

1 o. Yeedok ddhah choo kak aat'oo goonflh. 
Up there on the big mountain there's lots of birch. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE 

Set 1 of 1 

1 2 

6 7 

Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

oo and o 
PICTURES 

Write oo and o as you hear them. 

3 4 5 

u 
8 9 10 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

aa and a 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of aa 

1. aanaih! 

2. daagoo 

3. tthaa 

Examples of a 

1. tat 

2. van 

3. dlak 
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EXAMPLES 

come! 

ptarmigan 

ground squirrel 

smoke 

lake 

squirrel 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

aa and a 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write aa and a as you hear them. 

1. Shijuu tsal nafln'. 
I saw my little younger sister. 

2. lakatsal nadhat. 
The puppy is standing. 

3. Tr1injoo naagaii ooviinkat. 
The woman bought some beads. 

4. Aghwaa ghai' lat ii'al'. 
I ate some bone grease. 

5. Shilak jak n1ftsaih. 
My friend did pick berries. 

6. Dinjii vaghaa nid1h. 
The man's pack is heavy. 

7. Chyaa taa'aih oontan'. 
The boy is holding the paddle. 

• 8. Diak vidaa daa1f. 
The squirrel's blood is dripping. 

9. Van kak daazraii k'adiv1k. 
The swan is swiming around on the lake. 

1 o. Shit1' njaa kad11h. 
My father went hunting for black ducks. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE 

Set 1 of 1 

1 2 

6 7 

l 

Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

aa and a 
PICTURES 

Write aa and a as you hear them .. 

3 4 5 

~Ji 
8 9 10 · 

cc.'--:J--=---
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ii and ih 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of ii 

1 . 

2. 

3. 

.. 
sr11 

chii 

tsiivii 

Examples of ih 

1. vihk'ah 

2. vihshuu 

3. sh1h 
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EXAMPLES 

knife 

rock 

spruce 

bluff, rampart 

ground hog (mountain), 
marmot, "whistler" 

food 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ii and ih 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write ii and ih as you hear them. 

1. Aii Shih ts'livii tat ahah. 
The grizzly is walking amongst the spruce. 

2. Tr'iinin nich1h leii i.i.'al'. 
The child ate lots of rosehips. 

3. laii niinjii ts'at yich1h. 
The dog is barking at the lynx. 

4. Tr'linjoo sh1h nizii ahv1rh. 
The lady is boiling a good meal. 

5. N1hkaa n' yahfii k'aheed1k. 
Tomorrow the priest will come. 

6. Dinjii shii nihk'iitik dhatkhaih. 
The man killed six dog salmon. 

7. Dhivii shih n1Jlt'ln. 
The weasel saw the grizzly. 

8 .. Shitsii tr'ih zh1t nahdakak. 
My grandfather is paddling in the boat. 

9. Ts'livii 1itsii zh1t jiinch1h. 
Put green wood in the stove. 

1 o. Tr'linjoo ts'livii leegat chan ts'at dz1h nihtat ahv1rh. 
The woman boiled spruce needle and spruce gum 
together. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialett 

ii and ih 
Set 1 of 1 PICTURES 

@le 

Write ii and ih as you hear them. 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

--~ ~ {j 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

uu and uh 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of uu 

1 . 

2. 

3. 

chuu 

. 
nJUU 

luu 

Examples of uh 

1. truh 

2. chuh 

3. nehtruh 

EXAMPLES 

water 

island 

. ,ce 

otter 

pillow 

wolverine 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

uu and uh 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write uu and uh as you hear them. 

.... 1. Tr'iinin chuu chuh kak naj1ftl'1t. 
The child spilt water on the pillow. 

2. Daagoo zhuu dineech'uh ah. 
The young ptarmigan is eating moss berries. 

3. Dinjii tsivii zhuu chan ts'at sruh leii k'anaflk. 
The man brought back lots of mountain trout and coney. 

4. Nich'it nanuhdyaa leii n1ftsaih. 
The girl picked lots of bog cranberries. 

5. Aii tl'uu gudeedrii vyaa zh1t shu' kanadlh (khanadlh). 
The black fly couldn't get out of the spider's web. 

6. Nanuht'ee gyuu ch11tleh. 
The butterfly swallowed the worm. 

7. Dinjii fuu kak gwee'an nuuhah. 
The man camped around on the ice. 

8. Shitsuu jak enluh leii nah1h. 
My granny saw lots of unripe berries. 

9. Aii etr'uu fuk gyuu hah dha'a1h. 
The arctic tern is bothering the fish slime. 

10. Truh fuu kak de'ghoh af'aih. 
The otter is curled up on the ice. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE 

Set 1 of 1 

1 2 

6 7 

Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

uu and uh 
PICTURES 

Write uu and uh as you hear them. 

3 5 

!8 9 10 

-
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ee and eh 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of ee 

1. tsee 

2. tl'ee 

3. neegoo 

Examples of eh 

1. geh 

2. zheh 

3. kheh 
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EXAMPLES 

beaver 

afterwards 

fox 

rabbit 

house 

geese 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ee and eh 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write ee and eh as you hear them. 

1. Dinjii kheh chan ts'at geh leii k'anank. 
The man brought back lots of geese and rabbit. 

2. Tr'iinin tsee ts'eh n1jaa'aih. 
The child is wearing a beaver hat. 

3. Aii chehluk tuk tsal ch11tleh. 
The ling cod swallowed the small fish. 

4. Vihsaiivee treeluk ah. 
The snowy owl is eating herring. 

5. Dinjii nehtruh chan ts'at tsee ijhdroh. 
The man trapped a wolverine and a beaver. 

6. Vi'1idzee vadzaih geechan kak gwaajah. 
The owl is eating off the caribou leg. 

7. Tr'1injoo ts'iiteenjuh tat geh eenjit di'iintl'1h. 
The woman is setting snares for rabbit amongst the 

tamarack trees. 

8. Aii tidigeh eneelu' tthak ah. 
The seagull is eating all the small fish. 

9. Dinjii kat guugeh eenjit n1gaazr1h. 
The men went hunting for snow geese. 

10. Chihthee chehluk kagw1nah1h. 
The mink is looking for ling cod. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ee and eh 
Set 1 of 1 PICTURES 

~ 
/g[J!#.e 

Write ee and eh as you hear them. 

1 2 3 4 5 

,-,JI 

~ . , -
~~~~ 

6 7 8 9 10 

--I"'"" 

~tj ,~ ~--ill, 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

oo and oh 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of oo 

1. troo 

2. choo 

3. too 

Examples of oh 

1. toh 

2. k'oh 

3. adhoh 
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EXAMPLES 

wood 

big 

night 

walking stick 

cloud 

skin 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

oo and oh 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write oo and oh as you hear them. 

1. Dinjii too k'oh goonlii goozhik needah. 
The man is coming home at night when it is cloudy. 

2. Chyaa toh choo nadeechyah. 
The boy is carrying a big walking stick. 

3. Vootr'1' yeenjit adhoh hah dha'aih. 
His mother-in-law is working with his skin. 

4. Dinjii ye'eendoo ok zh1t chihvyaa chin~hchuh. 
The man set net way out there in the eddy. 

5. Aii oonjit zheh gwidhoh zh1t dhidh1h. 
The whiteman is sitting in the tent. 

6. Thoochan kak agoondaih najHtl'1t. 
He/she spilt medicine on the spruce branch. 

7. Tr'1injoo k'oh ootsik t'eh jHk'an'. 
The woman is burning alder under the dry fish. 

8. Shoh zraii aat'oo tat needah. 
The black bear is walking through the birch trees. 

9. Aii khan1idoo chan ts'at edz1igwachoo hQQ'ah. 
Give me the sinew and the thimble. 

10. Too goozhik zhoh ch'1k hah kagw1g1t (khagw1g1t). 
He/she is digging with a snow shovel at night. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE 

Set 1 of 1 

1 2 

~ 

6 7 

-t!<il-

J 

Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

oo and oh 
PICTURES 

Write oo and oh as you hear them. 

3 4 5 

8 9 10 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

aa and ah 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of aa 

1. aazrik 

3. daazraii 

Examples of ah 

1. fah 

2. tah 

3. ah 
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EXAMPLES 

wood shavings 

oldsquaw duck 

swan 

hook 

sock 

tree branches 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

aa and ah 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write aa and ah as you hear them. 

1. Dinjii fJ.'~ijlak ah kak gwats'at chUjU. 
The man threw the oldsquaw ducks on the tree branches. 

2. Ddhah kak daagoo goonnh. 
There are lots of ptarmigan on the mountain. 

3. Yahkeh goozhik dinjii khah hah aat'oo kaheh. 
At dawn the man went for birch with his pack. 

4. Daazraii gahkhah daazraii git'ajHnaih tl'ee yinah1n. 
After the teal duck knocked the swan down he looked at 
him. 

5. Daagoo vihk'ah khyuu jak dhijah. 
The ptarmigan is eating berries at the edge of the bluff. 

6. Daatsoo tsuk dak'aa nanh gwaajah. 
The mouse is eating off the white marten. 

7. Dinjii dii ahtr'aih goozhik aak'ii nah1h. 
The man saw a muskox while the northwind blew. 

8. Ga'oonahtan deetree'aa chan ts'at trah aglikh1h. 
The teacher talked about scoter and the merganser. 

9. Aachin kat daats'at chan ts'at daazraii gijuhfih. 
The Slavey people like sucker fish and swan. 

1 o. Nich'it naagaii dak'aa hah dighaa n1n1tts1'. 
The girl fancied her pack with the white beads. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

aii and aih 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of aii 

1. daii 

2. faii 

3. taii 

Examples of aih 

1. aih 

2. daih 

3. taih 
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EXAMPLES 

springtime 

dog 

trail 

snowshoe 

grouse 

hill 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

aii and aih 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write aii and aih as you hear them. 

1. Dinjii aih choo attsaih. 
The man made a big snowshoe. 

2. Daii hee daih goonnh. 
There are lots of grouse in the springtime. 

3. Aii taa'aih hQQ'ah. 
Give me the paddle. 

4. Mlii gaii leii ii'al'. 
I ate lots of dry meat. 

5. Tr1injoo tsaih hah aih di'eh. 
The woman is painting the snowshoe with ochre. 

6. Taih kak aih hah niinzh1h. 
He went on the hill with a snowshoe. 

7. Daazraii neekaii nah1n. 
He saw two swans. 

8. Daii hee daadzaii goonnh. 
There are lots of loons in the springtime. 

9. Nich'it naagaii digaii niindhan. 
The girl wants white beads. 

10. Aii daih Jlfk'eh. 
He shot that grouse. 
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eii and eih 
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Examples of eii 

1 . fuk leii 

2. vicheii 

3. e1e11 

Examples of eih 

1. sheih 

2. leih kat 

3. gwiinzheih 
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EXAMPLES 

lots of fish 

her grandchild 

it's scary 

gravel 

lots of them 

he/she is wise 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

eii and eih 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write eii and eih as you hear them. 

1. Leih kat sh1h zheii ga'ah. 
Lots of them are eating fresh meat. 

2. Sheih kak didich'eii jHk1n. 
He/she lit dry branches on gravel. 

3. Chyaa diik'ee zheii hah dats'an leii [ghan. 
The boy killed lots of ducks with a shotgun. 

4. Vicheii yeenjit adhoh ahshih. 
Her granddaughter is scraping the hide for her. 

5. Aii tr'iinin oodhlfch'eih ts'at gwiinzheih. 
The child listened and is very wise. 

6. Daagoo jak zheii aajah. 
The ptarmigan is eating fresh berries. 

7. Juk shin jak leii nan11zheih. 
Lots of berries grew this summer. 

8. Leih kat sheih kak nagahdadat. 
Lots of them are walking around on the sand. 

9. Ezh1k hee dinjii zheh gwadhoh n1g~h'eh. 
Lots of people had tents set there. 

10. Aii didich'eii shu' ahtr'aih zhH najahk1h. 
He/she couldn't light up the dry branches in the wind. 
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ii and i' 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of ii 

1. ii'al' 

2. 1itsii 

3. chii 

Examples of i' 

1. shitl' 

2. vichl' 

3. shinn' 
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EXAMPLES 

I ate 

stove 

rock 

my father 

his/her head 

my hand 
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ii and i' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write ii and i' as you hear them. 

1. Shitsii vinn' gwiintl'oh afts1k. 
My grandfather's hand is really sore. 

~ 
;fviitfve 
~e 

2. Shijaa n11ii gaii chan ts'at ich1' shits'an attsaih. 
My friend gave me dried meat and caribou head. 

3. Aii dinjii diik'ee ch)' leii di1n. 
The man has lots of gun shells. 

4. Tr'iinin dlak ch1' hah ts1icfl1n. 
The child is playing with a squirrel's tail. 

5. Tsiik1t danh fuk ch1' n1nli'aih. 
He put the fish head at the cache. 

6. litsiida'al hah shehfl' k'e'niit'uh. 
I cut my pants up with scissors. 

7. Shitsii ts'eet'at ch1' najahk1h. 
My grandfather is lighting up his pipe. 

8. Tr'iinin chehts1' nah1' .. 
The child saw a water beetle. 

9. Shitii neezhi' jHk'eh. 
My uncle shot a year old beaver. 

10. Shanaghan tth'aih viyinj1' niz1h. 
The old lady's mind is still good. 
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Examples of uu 

1 . 

2. 

3. 

fuu 

chuu 

. 
nJUU 

Examples of u' 

1 . tth'an chu' 

2. icheezhu' 

3. anangyu' 

EXAMPLES 

. 
,ce 

water 

island 

bone broth 

lacy fat 

larvae under the skin 
of caribou 
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uu and u' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write uu and u' as you hear them. 

1. Shanaghan sh1h chu' daatsrh. 
The old woman is making broth for herself. 

2. Dinjii icheezhu' chu' din1h. 
The man is drinking broth from the lacy fat. 

3. Njuu kat danh eneelu' goonflh. 
There is lots of little fish at the island. 

4. Chyaa tuu drinh chyah. 
The boy is chopping clear ice. 

5. Aii nehtruh tth'an chu' eedin1'. 
The wolverine drank bone broth. 

6. Aii ditsuu shu' kanfih. 
He can't find his grandmother. 

7. Nich'it akoodidiinu' tl'ee shu' g[kh1h. 
After saying that, the girl was unable to speak. 

8. Nich'it dizhuu nits'u' hah t'ah1h. 
The girl couldn't stop kissing her son. 

9. Tr'iinin shu' tuu tanh hah handak. 
The child can't pull the frozen ice. 

1 O. Nich'it shu' daagoo zhuu ahch1t. 
The girl can't catch the young ptarmigan. 
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Write uu and u' as you hear them. 
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Examples of ee 

1. yeedee 

2. neegoo 

3. sheenjit 

Examples of e' 

1. giihe' 

2. ye'endee 

3. nik1ighe' 
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EXAMPLES 

up there 

fox 

for me 

I have spoken 

way back there 

because of you 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Set 1 of 1 

ee and e' 
SENTENCES 

Write ee and e' as you hear them. 

1. Dinjii ye'eenoo needikah. 
The man is paddling back down. 

2. Tr'iinin neegoo ~hdroh. 
The child caught a fox. 

3. Tr'linjoo neekat kheh jlitth'ak. 
The woman heard the geese twice. 

4. Orin sreedhaa zh1t ch1itaii ne'daa'lf. 
It was dripping outside in the sun's heat all day. 

5. Tsee gii khe'ts'at ahah. 
The young beaver is walking slowly. 

6. Nich'it tsee ts'eh n1jaa'aih. 
The girl is wearing a beaver hat. 

7. K'eedai' dizheh gine'cfln1intin. 
He/she re-opened his/her house yesterday. 

8. Nich'it tsal ge'tr'oonahtan zheh gwats'at ahah. 
The little girl is walking to the school house. 

9. Zhik vadzaih vaghe' goonni. 
That caribou has long hair. 

1 o. Dinjii ecflnehtl'eh kak neejli dinuutl'oh. 
The man drew an ant on the paper. 
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Write ee and e' as you hear them. 
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oo and o' 
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Examples of oo 

1. troo 

2. too 

3. khoo 

Examples of o' 

1. agho' 

2. ako' 

3. sro' 
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EXAMPLES 

wood 

night 

raft 

tooth 

now! 

don't let 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

oo and o' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write oo and o' as you hear them. 

-
1. Dinjii troo hah dha'aih. 

The man is working with wood. 

2. Aii nigho' sro'. 
Watch your tooth. 

3. Aii tl'oo khan1t1h. 
Cut the grass. 

- 4. Tr'iinin tsuk tsoo vafdro' niindhan. 
The child wants to catch a brown marten. 

5. Gwiintl'oh too vigho' ~hts1k. 
His/her tooth was really aching during the night. 

6. Daatsoo adhoh kak vigwinfih. 
The mouse is fooling around on the skin. 

7. Chyaa vatr'oo afts'ik ts'at veenjit gwiinzu'. 
The boy's kidney is sore and he is feeling bad. 

8. Shih tsoo choo naf1n'. 
I saw a big brown grizzly bear. 

9. Dinjii ts'iigho' hah troo kak gwahts,h. 
The man is carving the wood with a flat headed chisel. 

1 o. Shanaghan gwiintl'oh avaldzo' niidhan. 
The old lady really wanted to dance. 
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Write oo and o' as you hear them. 
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8 9 10 

page 177 

~ 
~e 



-
,.... 

,,... 

-

GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

aa and a' 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of aa 

1. aachin 

2. naaga11 

3. tthaa 

Examples of a' 

1. dha'aii 

2. va'alt'aih 

3. vih'a' 
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EXAMPLES 

stranger 

beads 

ground squirrel 

it lies there 

ring around the sun 

I want to eat it 
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aa and a' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write aa and a' as you hear them. 

1. Dinjii gi'ta'ak goozhik k'anacfik. 
The man came back at sunrise. 

2. Aadrii nuu aachin kat k'agido'oh. 
The strangers came in the moonlight. 

3. Yeezhit tyah dha'aii zh1t ne'daa1f. 
It is dripping into the pail that is lying there. 

4. Aii srii va'alt'aih dai' t'at gwehneek'oh. 
It is going to be cold when there is a ring around the sun. 

5. Aii shih da'an gwizh[zh1h. 
The grizzly went into his den. 

6. Nlhkaa j1' aii dinjii va'ok zh1t chihvyah ch)nahchuh. 
Tomorrow, set net in the man's eddy. 

7. Dinjii da'at hah atr'aadzoo gwits'at chuuzh1h. 
The man went to the dance with his wife. 

8. Sreedhaa zh1t zhoh hah ne'daa1f. 
In the sun's heat the snow is dripping. 

9. Tthaa khaii da'an zh1t dhicfih. 
In the winter the gopher sits in his den. 

10. Aii n11ii gaii v1ida'a' n1idadhan. 
We wish to eat that dry meat. 

,--
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aii and ai' 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of aii 

1 . taii 

2. daii 

3. taii 

Examples of ai' 

1. dai' 

2. vakai' 

3. k'eedai' 
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EXAMPLES 

dog 

spring time (break-up 
of ice) 

trail 

that time 

his/her foot 

yesterday 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

aii and ai' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write aii and ai' as you hear them. 

1. Dinjii daii dai' hee chuuzh1h. 
The man left during break up. 

2. Dinjii khehkai' gwiinzii g[he'. 
The chief spoke well. 

3. Shanaghan tth'an ghai' oonjlk. 
The old lady took some bone grease. 

4. Dinjii faii nahanzhok ts'at vikai' egwidiinjlk. 
The man hurt his feet driving dogs. 

5. Aii aftai' hQQ'ah. 
Give me the bow. 

6. Khaftai' leii needint. 
He dragged back lots of mountain fish. 

7. Chyaa drijahtsai' goozhik ddhah kat n1dh1zh1h. 
The boy went up on the mountain while it was stormy. 

8. Shitsii faii di1h. 
My grandfather has a dog. 

9. Taii gehghee jak leii nafin. 
I see lots of berries beside the trail. 

1 o. Dinjii k'eedai' d1nehtl'eh tai' k'eejit ooviinkat. 
Yesterday the man bought a new pencil. 

r-
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Write aii and ai' as you hear them. 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 
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ii and ii' 
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Examples of ii 

1 . fldlii 

2. chii 

3. dhivii 

Examples of ii' 

1. shidz)i' 

2. vidr1i' 

3. shidinjli' 
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EXAMPLES 

key 

rock 

weasel 

. 
my,nnerear 

his/her heart 

my husband 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ii and ii' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write ii and ii' as you hear them. 

1. Triinjoo vigii vidzri gwatts'lk. 
The lady's child has a sore ear. 

2. Shitsii edrri juhfih. 
My grandfather likes heart. 

3. Aii shi'aaJli nitii vintl'anyahchuh. 
Give my tanned skin to your uncle. 

4. Dinjii vidh1k'li taii y['al. 
The dog ate the man's trout. 

5. Shitsii shizr1i hQQ'ah shahnuh. 
My grandfather told me to give him his knife. 

6. Dinjii shinleet'li gwatts'lk nikhwahnuh. 
The man told us that the back of his hand is sore. 

7. Aii dhivii vint1i gweedhatkhah. 
I hit the back of the weasel. 

8. Aii neejli chii kak needyah. 
The ant is walking on the rocks again. 

9. Aii n11ii aak'ii tthai' t'iinch'uh. 
That meat is the flesh of a cow. 

10. Shinaghan ethitl'ii chii nahin. 
The old lady sees a thread. 
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Examples of uu 

1 . 

2. 

3. 

chuu 

. 
nJUU 

fuu 

Examples of uu' 

1. shich'uu' 

2. fuh tr'uu' 

3. shijuu' 

EXAMPLES 

water 

island 

. 
ice 

. 
my veins 

sandbar 

my younger sister 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

LIU and uu' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write uu and ilu' as you hear them. 

1. Aii li1dii chuu tyah zh1t shintl'an1kaih. 
Give me tea in the cup. 

2. LUU kak zhoh chuu goonflh. 
There is lots of soft snow on the ice. 

3. Aii ts1ivii neech'uu hah chuu attsaih. 
He/she made juice from the bark of the tree. 

4. Shuu vitsuu egwidiinjlk. 
My nephew hurt his leg muscle. 

5. Shijuu chuu kaheh. 
My younger sister went for water. 

6. Daagoo zhuu shehveetr'uu kak nahad1k. 
The young ptarmigan is walking on the treeless hill. 

7. Shitsuu ts'iigyuu kaheh. 
My granny went for rhubarb. 

8. Aii egyuu chuu zh1t n1njah. 
Throw the scales into the water. 

9. Shuu dzhii chuu nahts1h. 
My niece is picking bird feathers. 

1 o. Veedeenuu tuh tr'uu kak needyah. 
Her son-in-law is walking back on the sandbar. 
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ee and ee' 
Set 1 of 1 EXAMPLES 

Examples of ee 

1 . chee under the water 

2. tl'ee after 

3 . deek1t bed 

Examples of ee' 

1 . vindee' his eye 

2. tsee' beaver 

3. shidzee' my ear 
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ee and ee' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write ee and ee' as you hear them. 

1. Aii tsee dzee dadiniit'uh. 
I cut off the beaver ear. 

2. Neegoo shigee oonj1k. 
The fox took my rabbit. 

3. Aii vadzaih vidr1i chan ts'at vindee ii'al'. 
I ate the caribou's heart and the eyes. 

4. Nee'uu dintl'ee zh1t oontan'. 
He/she is holding red currants in the palm of his/her hand. 

5. Tr'iinin vidzee gwatts1k ts'at treh. 
The child is crying because he has a sore ear. 

6. Teevee gwa'an shichihthee nahad1k. 
My mink is walking around the shore. 

7. Aii eneedzit shinanuht'ee nah1n. 
The bee sees my butterfly. 

8. Dinjii videevaa chan ts'at vigee gwatts1k. 
The man's lips and under his arms is sore. 

9. Vihsaiivee vindee nanh. 
I see the snowy owl's eyes. 

1 o. Tr'iinin divi1idzee eenjit treh. 
The child is crying for his great horned owl. 
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oo and oo' 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of oo 

1. t'oo 

2. tl'oo 

3. tsoo 

Examples of oo' 

1. khoo' 

2. vikaiigoo' 

3. tr'linjoo' 
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EXAMPLES 

cottonwood 

grass 

yellow 

raft 

between his/her toes 

woman 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

oo and oo' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write oo and oo' as you hear them. 

1. Too goozhik aat'oo kanacflh. 
He went for birch at night. 

2. Shitr'oo troo hah egwidiinvk. 
I hurt my leg (calf) with wood. 

3. Thoo'aa kak ts'it ch'oo najuunjah. 
He/she spilled porcupine quills on the branches. 

4. Neegoo khoo kak dhicflh. 
The fox is sitting on the raft. 

5. Troo kak ts11ch'uu dadhicflh. 
The black bird is sitting on the wood. 

6. Oonjit aghoo vir ah. 
The whiteman is eating boiled eggs. 

7. Dazhoo tsoo vidhoh shin hee niz1h. 
The young bull has a nice skin in the summer. 

8. Aii oonjit tr1k shi'edz1i gwachoo oonJik. 
The white lady took my thimble. 

9. Deeddhoo hah sha'adhoo' hah dhii'aih. 
I am working with skin with my scraper. 

1 o. Dinjii gwiintl'oh dhikoh ts'at vitl'eekoo' afts1k. 
The man coughed so hard that his neck gland is sore. 
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PICTURES 

Write oo and oo' as you hear them. 

3 14 15 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

aa and aa' 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of aa 

1. aachin 

2. aat'oo 

3. shaa 

Examples of aa' 

1. vadaa' 

2. n1n' daa' 

3. nitl'yaa' 
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EXAMPLES 

stranger 

birch 

my brother-in-law 

his blood 

red moss 

your rope 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich 'in Dialect 

aa and aa' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write aa and aa' as you hear them. 

1. Nanuhdyaa n1n'daa kak vigoonnh. 
There are lots of bog berries on the red moss. 

2. Tya'aa vitshyaa kat niinzhuk gahalJlh. 
My father's men are gone a long time. 

3. Shaa vidhooghwaa atts1k. 
My brother-in-law's leg bone is sore. 

4. Shinjaa shivikak 1i'aa kak ii'al'. 
I ate my lunch on my table. 

5. Aii dachaavaf shitl'yaa hah naiishinl. 
I pulled back the toboggan with my rope. 

6. Shi'eveedzaa jid1i dagaii ninh. 
My mushrooms are white. 

7. Tr'iinin aakoo ts'at v1hchyaa atts1k. 
The child coughed and his larynx is sore. 

8. Daa'aii hah shitl'yaa k'eeniit'uu. 
I cut my rope with the axe. 

9. Vidaa gwiintl'oh daa1I. 
Her blood is really dripping. 

10. Shigidiniivyaa tl'yah hah dadhafchoh. 
I tied my door with a rope. 
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Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect -~e 
aa and ah 

PICTURES 

Write aa and ah as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

aii and aii' 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of aii 

1. daii 

2. taii 

3. faii 

Examples of aii' 

1. soogaii' 

2. vat'aii' 

3. k'aii' 
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EXAMPLES 

break-up 

trail 

dog 

sugar 

his/her strength 

willow 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

aii and aii' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write aii and aii' as you hear them. 

1. Sheek'aii vikaiigaii niinjuh. 
My auntie's toe nail is long. 

2. Vizhuu vich1ighaii goonnh. 
Her son has lots of brains. 

3. Aii n11ii gaii hQQ'ah. 
Give me the dry meat. 

4. Daii guuzhik oodeeghai' hah chihvyaa ahts1h. 
He is making a net from roots during break-up. 

5. Shits'at dagaii zhH sheek'aii dhich1h. 
My auntie is sleeping in my white blanket. 

6. Shidaa'aii hah vihshraii gwihdaiizh1h. 
I went down the river bank with my axe. 

7. Aii daii daadzaii hah n1gw1i'aih. 
That blackfly is bothering the loon. 

8. Khaii goozhik shik'aii nuun1h. 
All my willow was gone by winter. 

,- 9. Eneekaii ts'alaii k'eehatthak. 
The Eskimo is chasing the arctic tern. 

1 o. Ch1itaii gwitr'it t'igwH'in danh shit'aii goodnt. 
I became strong working outdoors. 
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Set 1 of 1 
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Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

aii and aii' 
PICTURES 

Write aii and aii' as you hear them. 

3 

8 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ih and i' 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of ih 

1. shih 

2. dz1h 

3. n11ii lih 

Examples of i' 

1. vich1' 

2. vifi' 

3. ninn' 
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EXAMPLES 

grizzly bear 

gum 

fresh meat 

his/her head 

his/her father 

your hand 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ih and i' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

-
Write ih and i' as you hear them. 

1. Shih vich1' ii'al'. 
I ate the grizzly's head. 

2. Vinfl' choo niflh. 
I see his/her big hand. - 3. Shifi' nich1h ah. 
My father is eating rosehips. 

4. Shichih tuk chi' kwaa gwattsaih. 
He/she finished all the fish head before me. 

5. Shoondee tr'ih chi' dhicflh. 
My older brother is sitting at the head of the boat. 

6. Yeecfl' han chuuzh1h. 
He went downriver. 

7. Tr'iinin chehts1' nah'lh. 
The child sees a beetle. 

8. Shitlih v1hcfl' afts'lk. 
My friend's chin is sore. 

9. Vichi' uu'an chuuzh1h. 
His daughter went over. 

1 o. Shidinj1' aii dinjii vichi' uunj)k. 
My son married the man's daughter. 
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Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ih and i' 
PICTURES 

Write ih and i' as you hear them. 

3 4 

8 9 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

uh and u' 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of uh 

1. tuh 

2. chuh 

3. truh 

Examples of u' 

1 . tth'an chu' 

2. icheezhu' 

3. anangyu' 
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EXAMPLES 

dust, flour 

pillow 

otter 

bone broth 

lacy fat 

larva under the skin of 
caribou 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

uh and u' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write uh and u' as you hear them. 

1. Shanaghan sh1h chu' daats1h. 
The old woman is making broth for herself. 

2. Dinjii icheezhu' ch'uh ah. 
The man is eating fried lacy fat. 

3. Njuh Nidli'ee danh eneelu' goonh. 
There is lots of little fish at Lobstick. 

4. Chyaa tuh ch'uh lu' li'al'. 
The boy ate the hard bannock. 

5. Aii nehtruh tth'an chu' eedin1'. 
The wolverine drank broth. 

6. Aii tsuh shu' k'e'ahjlh. 
He can't wipe off the rust. 

7. Nich'it akoodidiinu' tl'ee shu' glikh1h. 
After the girl said that, she couldn't talk. 

8. Nich'it dizhuu nits'u' hah t'ah'lh. 
The girl couldn't stop kissing her child. 

9. Tr'iinin shu' fuh tanh hah hindak. 
The child can't pull the frozen mud. 

10. Nich'it difi' ju' ahnuh. 
The girl told her father to look. 
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Set 1 of 1 

1 ,2 

T 

6 7 
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Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

uh and u' 
PICTURES 

Write uh and u' as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

eh and e' 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of eh 

1. kheh 

2. geh 

3. zheh 

Examples of e' 

1. giihe' 

2. ye'eendee 

3. ne'a'ak 
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EXAMPLES 

goose 

rabbit 

house 

I have spoken 

way back there 

sunset 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

eh and e' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write eh and e' as you hear them. 

1. Dinjii ye'eenoo needikah. 
The man is paddling back down. 

2. Tr'iinin geh dhilai'. 
The child snared a rabbit. 

3. Tr1njoo ne'e'ak tl'ee kheh j1itth'ak. 
After sunset the woman heard the geese. 

4. Drin ch1itaii ne'daa1f. 
It is dripping outside in the daytime. 

5. Geh khe' ts'at ahah. 
The rabbit is walking slowly. 

6. Nich'it gehts'eh n1jaa'aih. 
The girl is wearing a rabbit hat. 

7. K'eedai' gehnoo zheh gwats'at chuuzh1h. 
She went to town the day before yesterday. 

8. Nich'it tsal ge'tr'oonahtan zheh gwats'at aagal. 
The little girl is running to the school house. 

9. Aii vizh1t chuu e1ichii hQQ'ah. 
Give me the dipper. 

10. Dinjii ed1nehtl'eh kak kheh dinuutl'oh. 
The man drew geese on the paper. 
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eh and e' 

Write eh and e' as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

oh and o' 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of oh 

1. dohsroo 

2. adhoh 

3. k'oh 

Examples of o' 

1. agho' 

2. aka' 

3. sro' 
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EXAMPLES 

rag, dish towel 

skin 

cloud 

tooth 

now 

don't let 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

oh and o' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write oh and o' as you hear them. 

1. Nich'it adhoh hah dha'aih. 
The girl is working with skin. 

2. Aii nigho' srcY. 
Watch your tooth. 

3. Aii zhoh ninoh'ih sro'. 
Don't let the wolf see you. 

4. Tr'iinin khoh ch1i daa'uh. 
The child stepped on the thorn. 

5. Gwiintl'oh vigho' atts1k. 
His/her tooth is really sore. 

6. Tr'iinin gwiintl'oh zheenaakoh. 
The child is coughing lots. 

7. Chyaa vits'oh chan ts'at vinchoh egwidiinjlk. 
The boy hurt his elbow and thumb. 

8. Zheh gwidhoh naf1h. 
I see a tent. 

9. Dinjii ts'iigho' hah k'oh t1h. 
The man is cutting the alder with the flat headed chisel. 

1 o. Shanaghan vik'oh chan ts'at vig1n' atts'ik. 
The old lady's neck and arm are sore. 
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oh and o' 
PICTURES 

Write oh and o' as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ah and a' 
Set 1 of 1 

Examples of ah 

1. ah 

2. fah 

3. tah 

Examples of a' 

1. dha'aih 

2. va'an 

3. sha'at 
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EXAMPLES 

branches 

hook 

sock 

it's lying there 

its den, hole 

my wife 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

ah and a' 
Set 1 of 1 SENTENCES 

Write ah and a' as you hear them. 

1. Dinjii vHuudzah vehghee dha'aii. 
The man's ice chisel is lying near him. 

2. Tr'iinin ~'~ijlak leii van kak nah1h. 
The child sees lots of old squaw ducks on the lake. 

3. Dinjii fuk tr'a'aadr1n goozhik fah chiinflh. 
The man is setting hooks on Friday. 

4. Nijuu chan ts'at na'aa nyah nahgahda'oh. 
Let your younger sister and mom go with you. 

5. Aii khah ezh1k dha'aii. 
That pack is laying there. 

6. Tr1injoo gi'ta'ak goozhik fah nanaa'lk. 
The woman look at hooks at sunrise. 

7. Shilak Hiji' Gwantl'agwada'aii danh k'acflk. 
My friend came on Thanksgiving day. 

8. Jah vakak na'afk'eh. 
I shot over the crane. 

9. Chyaa tya'aa shah gwaandak nuh. 
The boy said, "Father, tell me a story. " 

10. Tr'linjoo ts'iivii thoo'ah kadh1zh1h. 
The woman went for spruce tree branches. 
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PICTURES 
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Write ah and a' as you hear them. 
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Introduction to the Tone Listening Exercises 

Gwich'in is a tonal language. This means that in certain words, some syllables always 

_ sound lower than the surrounding syllables. Because there are many more syllables that 

sound high than syllables that sound low, we just write low in Gwich'in by putting an 

acute accent ( ' ) on a low tone vowel. 

Tone is a property of words and parts of words that has to be learned by students, and this 

is why we have a section to teach students to recognize low tones. This section follows a 

progression from simple tone patterns to more complex tone patterns. We start with one 

syllable words, then two-syllable words, and so on, up to multi-syllable sentences. 

Tone is not something that can be determined in isolation. It is only perceived when pitch 

varies between surrounding syllables. For this reason, the tone of a one-syllable word 

cannot be determined by saying this word all by itself. It must be used in a phrase 

containing other words with different tones. 

In Gwich'in, the simplest way to tell the tone ·of short words is to use the question word 

lee, meaning something like, "Is it really ... ?" or, "Do you really mean . .. ?", after the 

word. Since we know for sure that lee has low tone, it is easy to contrast it with the 

preceding word. 

Zhoh lee. Do you really mean snow? 

but 

Zhoh lee. Do you really mean wolf? 

When nouns are used for objects possessed by someone, their tone pattern is often 

affected. We have included tone patterns for some possessed body parts in the two­

syllable sets and some tone patterns for possessed objects in the three-syllable sets. A 

fuller account of possession follows the section on tone patterns. 
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The last three sets of tone patterns are concerned with verbs. The normal position for the 

main verb is at the end of the sentence. In this position, in declarative sentences, the last 

syllable will sound low. To know if this syllable is always low, we have to move the 

same verb into a subordinate clause far from the end of the sentence. The Listening 

Exercises in this section illustrate this difference. 

aih altsii. I'm making a snowshoe. 

but 

aih altsii goozhik k'adik. As I was making a snowshoe, he arrived. 

When the verb is placed in a subordinate clause, it is often followed by a word acting like 

a conjunction in English. Some of these small words, such as -ji' (if), -dai' (when), -ts'at 

(and then), trigger a phonetic adjustment in the verb. The final long vowel is replaced by 

a short vowel and an aspiration that we write as an -h. 

aih altsih ji' shoh hihlyaa. If I'm making a snowshoe I will be happy. 

In some cases, when the verb is in its normal place at the end of the sentence, some 

speakers also replace the long vowel ending the verb with a short vowel and an 

aspiration. For most speakers, though, this ajustment does not affect the ajustments 

discussed previously. 

aih altsih. I'm making a snowshoe. 

Page 218 



,-

'GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - one syllable 
Set 1 of 3 

Examples of low tone 

1. zhoh 

2. sh1h 

3. tthak 

Examples of high tone 

1. zhoh 

2. shih 

3. tthak 
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EXAMPLES 

wolf 

food 

fringe 

snow 

grizzly bear 

all 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - one syllable 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 . Geh lee? 
A rabbit? 

2. Tsee lee? 
A beaver? 

3. Ts'it lee? 
A porcupine ? 

4. Zhoh lee? 
A wolf? 

5. Shah lee? 
A black bear ? 

6. Tsuk lee? 
A marten? 

7. laii lee? 
A dog? 

8. Truh lee? 
An otter? 

9. Diak lee? 
A squirrel? 

10. Tthaa lee? 
A ground squirrel ? 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

' tone - one syllable 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Geh lee? 
A rabbit? 

2. Tsee lee? 
A beaver? 

3. Ts'it lee? 
A porcupine ? 

4. Zhoh lee? 
A wolf? 

5. Shoh lee? 
A black bear ? 

6. Tsuk lee? 
A marten? 

7. taii lee? 
A dog? 

8. Truh lee? 
An otter? 

9. Diak lee? 
A squirrel? 

1 o. Tthaa lee? 
A ground squirrel ? 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

low tone - one syllable 
Set 1 of 3 PICTURES 

Write low tones as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - one syllable 
Set 2 of 3 

Examples of low tone 

1. zhoh 

2. sh1h 

3. tthak 

Examples of high tone 

1. zhoh 

2. shih 

3. tthak 
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EXAMPLES 

wolf 

food 

fringe 

snow 

grizzly bear 

all 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - one syllable 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

-
1. K'i' lee? 

An arrow? 

2. Khyah lee ? 
A trap? 

3. lah lee? 
A fish hook? 

4. Aih lee? 
A snowshoe? 

5. Vyah lee? 
A big game snare ? 

6. Oh lee? 
A fish trap? 

- 7. Srii lee? 
A knife? 

8. Jat lee? 
A jiggling rod ? 

9. Gyah lee? 
A rabbit snare ? 

1 o. Tthat lee ? 
A caribou fence ? 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - one syllable 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. K'i' lee? 
An arrow? 

2. Khyah lee ? 
A trap? 

3. lah lee? 
A fish hook? 

4. Aih lee? 
A snowshoe? 

5. Vyah lee? 
A big game snare ? 

6. Oh lee? 
A fish trap? 

7. Srii lee? 
A knife? 

8. Jaf lee? 
A jiggling rod ? 

9. Gyah lee? 
A rabbit snare ? 

10. Tthaf lee? 
A caribou fence ? 

page 225 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE 

Set 2 of 3 

1 2 

6 7 

Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect -~e tone - one syllable 
PICTURES 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

13 5 

~ 

!8 9 10 

~ ;~ 3 ~ 
.-

page 226 



,,. 

GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - one syllable 
Set 3 of 3 

Examples of low tone 

1. zhoh 

2. sh1h 

3. tthak 

Examples of high tone 

1. zhoh 

2. shih 

3. tthak 
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EXAMPLES 

wolf 

food 

fringe 

snow 

grizzly bear 

all 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - one syllable 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. luk lee? 
A fish? 

2. Daih lee? 
A spruce grouse ? 

3. Sruh lee? 
A robin? - ' 4. Ok lee? 
An eddy? 

5. Gyuu lee? 
A worm? 

6. Daii lee? 
A black fly? 

7. luu lee? 
The ice? 

8. San' lee? 
A star? 

9. Sruh lee? 
A coney? 

10. tuh lee? 
The flour? 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - one syllable 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. luk lee? 
A fish? 

2. Daih lee? 
A spruce grouse ? 

3. Sruh lee? 
A robin? 

4. Ok lee? 
An eddy? 

5. Gyuu lee? 
A worm? 

6. Daii lee? 
A black fly? 

7. luu lee? 
The ice? 

8. San' lee? 
A star? 

9. Sruh lee? 
A coney? 

10. luh lee? 
The flour? 
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Set 3 of 3 

1 2 

6 7 

Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - one syllable 
PICTURES 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

3 4 5 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - two syllables 
Set 1 of 3 

Examples of low tone 

1. at'an 

2. 1itsii 

3. daatnh 

EXAMPLES 

leaf 

metal, stove 

soap 

Examples of high tones 

1 . its'ik 

2. dinjii 

3. tr'iinin 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - two syllables 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 . Dats'an lee ? 
A duck? 

2. Ts'igyak lee ? 
A chickadee ? 

3. Ezh1n lee? 
A golden eagle ? 

4. Ts'afv1t lee ? 
An arctic loon ? 

5. Neet'aii lee ? 
A mallard duck ? -

6. Deech'uh lee ? 

- A brant? 

7. Deetr1n' lee ? 
A raven? 

8. Guugeh lee? 
A snow goose ? 

9. Daagoo lee? 
A willow ptarmigan ? 

1 o. Daazraii lee ? 
A swan? 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - two syllables 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Dats'an lee ? 
A duck? 

2. Ts'igyak lee ? 
A chickadee ? 

3. Ezhin lee ? 
A golden eagle ? 

4. Ts'atvit lee ? 
An arctic loon ? 

5. Neet'aii lee ? 
A mallard duck ? 

6. Deech'uh lee ? 
A brant? 

7. Deetrin' lee? 
A raven? 

8. Guugeh lee ? 
A snow goose ? 

9. Daagoo lee? 
A willow ptarmigan ? 

1 o. Daazraii lee ? 
A swan? 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE 

tone - two syllables 
Set 1 of 3 

Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

PICTURES 

1 

* we 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

2 3 4 5 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - two syllables 
Set 2 of 3 

Examples of low tone 

1. at'an 

2. 1itsii 

3. daatnh 

Examples of high tone 

1 . its'ik 

2. dinjii 

3. tr'iinin 
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EXAMPLES 

leaf 

metal, stove 

soap 

frost 

people 

child 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - two syllables 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 . Vazrak lee? 
Its belly? 

2. Vidzee lee? 
,.... Its ear? 

3. Vintsih lee ? 
Its nose? 

4. Vakai' lee? 
Its toot? 

- 5. Vichi' lee? 
Its head? 

6. Vlhtth'an lee ? 
Its jaw? 

7. Vadhat lee? 
Its liver? 

8. Vak'oh lee? 
Its neck? 

- 9. Vindee lee? 
Its eye? 

,-. 
10. Vagho' lee ? 

Its teeth? 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

- tone - two syllables 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Vazrak lee? 
Its belly? 

2. Vidzee lee? 
- Its ear? 

3. Vintsih lee ? - Its nose? 

4. Vakai' lee? 
Its foot? 

5. Vichi' lee? 
Its head? 

6. Vihtth'an lee ? 
Its jaw? 

7. Vadhat lee? 
Its liver? 

8. Vak'oh lee? 
Its neck? 

- 9. Vindee lee? 
Its eye? 

1 o. Vagho' lee ? 
Its teeth? 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - two syllables 
Set 2 of 3 PICTURES 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

3 

7 8 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - two syllables 
Set 3 of 3 

Examples of low tone 

1. at'an 

2. 1itsii 

3. daatnh 

Examples of high tone 

1. its'ik 

2. dinjii 

3. tr'iinin 
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leaf 

metal, stove 

soap 

frost 

people 

child 



GWICH'IN LANGUAGE 

- tone - two syllables 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Teetf'it Gwich'in Dialect ¥Yl!RfJ 
:Nii{fve 
~e 

,... 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Vadzaih lee ? 
A caribou? 

2. Nehtru h lee ? 
A wolverine ? 

3. Chihthee lee ? 
A mink? 

,-. 4. Chehluk lee ? 
A ling cod? 

5. Daatsoo lee ? 
A mouse? 

6. Treeluk lee ? 
A herring? 

7. Niinjii lee ? 
A lynx? 

8. Sriijaa lee ? 
,--

A grayling? 

9. Neegoo lee? 
A fox? 

10. Neeghaii lee ? 
A frog? 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich 'in Dialect 

tone - two syllables 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 . Vadzai h lee ? 
A caribou? 

2. Nehtruh lee ? 
A wolverine ? 

3. Chihthee lee ? 
,--

A mink? 

- 4. Chehluk lee ? 
A ling cod? 

5. Daatsoo lee ? 
A mouse? 

-
6. Treeluk lee ? 

A herring? 

7. Niinjii lee ? 
A lynx? 

8. Sriijaa lee ? 
A grayling? 

9. Neegoo lee? 
A fox? 

1 o. Neeghaii lee ? 
A frog? 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - two syllables 
Set 3 of 3 PICTURES 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 2 3 4 5 

~:2:r.'TB 

6 7 8 9 10 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

,... tone - three syllables 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 . Troo shi1n. 
I have wood. 

2. Yah aadzoh. 
- He/she is dancing with her/him. 

3. Ch'ii goonni. 
There are lots of mosquitoes. 

4. Chyaa chuhtre'. 
The boy started to cry. 

5. Ts1idl1n. 
He/she is playing 

6. Tr'al zhiinzh1h. 
He/she went into the bushes. 

7. Trih dhandaih. 
The roots are tasty. 

8. luk kin ah. 
He/she is eating fish eggs. 

- 9. Chuu din1h. 
She is drinking water. 

' 10. Eg1dnh. 
They are singing. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - three syllables 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Troo shi'in. 
I have wood. 

2. Yah aadzoh. 
He/she is dancing with her/him. 

3. Ch'ii goonlii. 
There are lots of mosquitoes. 

,-- 4. Chyaa chuhtre'. 
The boy started to cry. 

5. Tsiidi'in. 
He/she is playing 

-
6. Tr'al zhiinzhih. 

He/she went into the bushes. 

7. Trih dhandaih. 
The roots are tasty. 

8. luk k'in ah. 
He/she is eating fish eggs. 

- 9. Chuu dinih. 
She is drinking water. 

10. Egidlih. 
They are singing. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE 

Set 1 of 3 

l 

tone - three syllables 
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Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

PICTURES 
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Write low tones as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect ~ 
2}at.fve 
JlJ~f 

tone - possessed three syllables 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them . 

... 
1. litsii lee ? 

A stove? 

2 Shi1its1i lee ? 
My stove? 

3. Daa'aii lee ? 
An axe? 

4. Vidaa'aii lee ? 
His axe? 

5. Gwik'ih lee? 
A file? 

6. Nigwik1i lee ? 
Your file? 

7. Deht'1k lee ? 
A hammer? 

8. Shideht1k lee ? 
My hammer? 

9. Deedhoo lee ? 
A stone scraper ? 

10. Nideedhoo lee ? 
Your stone scraper ? 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - possessed three syllables 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. litsii lee ? 
A stove? 

2 Shi'iitsii lee ? 
My stove? 

3. Daa'aii lee ? - An axe? 

4. Vidaa'aii lee ? 
His axe? 

5. Gwik'ih lee ? 
A file ? 

6. Nigwik'ii lee ? 
Your file? 

7. Deht'ik lee ? 
A hammer? 

8. Shideht'ik lee ? 
My hammer? 

9. Deedhoo lee ? 
A stone scraper ? 

1 o. Nideedhoo lee ? 
Your stone scraper ? 
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tone - possessed three syllables 
Set 2 of 3 PICTURES 

fie 
Write low tones as you hear them .. 

1 2 3 4 5 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - possessed three syllables 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Neetthah lee ? 
A bone flesher ? 

2. Vineetthaa lee ? 
Her bone flesher ? 

3. Chihvyaa lee ? 
A fish net? 

4. Guuchihvyaa lee ? 
Their fish net ? 

5. lizrii lee? 
A spear? 

,..... 

6. Shi1izr1i lee ? 
My spear? 

7. Diik'ee lee ? 
A gun? 

8. Nidiik'ee lee ? 
Your gun? 

9. Qhtshuu lee ? 
A bag? 

10. Vi'Qhtshuu lee ? 
Her bag? 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - possessed three syllables 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Neetthah lee ? 

- A bone flesher ? 

2. Vineetthaa lee? 
Her bone flesher ? 

3. Chihvyaa lee? 
A fish net? 

4. Guuchihvyaa lee ? 
Their fish net ? 

5. lizrii lee? 
A spear? -

6. Shi'iizrii lee ? 
My spear? 

7. Diik'ee lee ? 
A gun? 

8. Nidiik'ee lee ? 
Yourgun? 

9. Qhtshuu lee ? 
A bag? 

1 o. Vi'Qhtshuu lee ? 
Her bag? 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - possessed three syllables 
Set 3 of 3 PICTURES 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - four syllables 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 . Aii daih jHk'eh. 
He/she shot that grouse. 

2. Sh1h zheii ['al. 
He/she ate fresh meat. 

3. Vitr11 atts1k. 
His/her stomach is aching. 

,-- 4. Ch1itaii ahtr'aih. 
It is windy outside. 

5. luk kadi1n. 
He/she is fishing. 

6. Shizh1gw1tts1k. 
I'm hungry. 

7. luh ch'uh na'ah. 
Eat bannock. 

8. Diik'ee naiinfin. 
He/she took the gun down. 

9. Gwiintl'oh q.hch1n'. 
It did rain lots. 

10. Tr1injoo dhicflh. 
The woman is sitting. 

,... 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - four syllables 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 . Aii daih jHk'eh. 
He/she shot that grouse. 

2. Shih zheii ['al. 
He/she ate fresh meat. 

3. Vitril atts'ik. 
His/her stomach is aching. 

.... 4 . Chiitaii ahtr'aih. 
It is windy outside. 

5. luk kadi'in. 
He/she is fishing. 

6. Shizhigwitts'ik. 
I'm hungry. 

7. luh ch'uh na'ah. 
Eat bannock. 

8. Diik'ee naiintin. 
He/she took the gun down. 

9. Gwiintl'oh ~hchin'. 
It did rain lots. 

10. Tr'iinjoo dhidih. 
The woman is sitting. 

-
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - four syllables 
Set-1 of 3 PICTURES 

Write low tones as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - four syllables 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Kaiichan atts1h. 
I'm making moccasins. 

2. Tan kak needah. 
He/she is walking back on ice. 

3. Ch1itaii ahsh1h. 
It is snowing outside. 

- 4. K'e'danatkai'. 
I'm sewing. 

5. Deetr1n' a'ah. 
The raven is eating. 

6. Chyaa dacfl1h ? 

- What is the boy doing? 

7. Tr'al zh1t gwihch1n. 
I live in the bush. 

8. Gehtee chiincflh ! - Go away! 

9. Neeghaii nat1n. 
I see a frog. 

10. Chyaa zhoh khag1t. 
The boy is shoveling snow. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

- tone - four syllables 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Kaiichan attsih. 
I'm making moccasins. 

2. Tan kak need ah. 
He/she is walking back on ice. 

3. Chiitaii ahshih. 
,--

It is snowing outside. 

4. K'e'danatkai'. 
I'm sewing. 

5. Deetrin' a'ah. 
The raven is eating. 

6. Chyaa dadi'ih ? 
What is the boy doing? 

7. Tr'al zhit gwihch'in. 
I live in the bush. 

8. Gehtee chiindih ! 
Go away! 

,.... 9. Neeghaii nat'in. 
I see a frog. 

10. Chyaa zhoh khagit. 
The boy is shoveling snow. 

-
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - four syllabels 
Set 2 of 3 PICTURES 
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Write low tones as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - four syllables 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

,--

Write low tones as you hear them. 

-
1. Jicfli dee ah ? 

What is he/she eating? 

2. Tsee lee nah1n ? 
Do you see any beavers? 

3. Geh zhuu nafin. 
I see a bunny. 

4. Aii ch'ii shuu'ah. 
The mosquito bit me. 

5. Van ts'at ahah. 
He is walking to the lake. 

6. Chyaa ts1icfl1n. 
The boy is playing. 

7. San' daang goonflh. 
There are four stars. 

8. Srii kaneheh! ,.... 
Go get a knife I 

9. Zhoh goonlii lee ? 
Are there many wolves? 

1 o. Zhoh gii naf1n. 
I see one wolf pup. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - four syllables 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Jidii dee ah ? 
What is he/she eating? 

2. Tsee lee nah'in ? 
Do you see any beavers? 

3. Geh zhuu nann. 
I see a bunny. 

4. Aii ch'ii shuu'ah. 
The mosquito bit me. 

5. Van ts'at ahah. 
He is walking to the lake. 

6. Chyaa tsiidi'in. 

- The boy is playing. 

7. San' daang goonlih. 
There are four stars. 

8. Srii kaneheh! 
Go get a knife I 

9. Zhoh goonlii lee? 
Are there many wolves? 

10. Zhoh gii nat'in. 
I see one wolf pup. 
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tone - four syllable 
Set 3 of 3 

Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

PICTURES 

~­w 
Write low tones as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - five syllables 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 . Tl'oo tsoo kak dhiincflh. 
Sit on the brown grass. 

2. Dz1h hah tlee aftsaih. 
She made salve with tree pitch. 

3. Vadzaih tth'an goonnh. 
There are lots of caribou bones. 

4. Tthak ts'at gijllch'eih. 
They are all sitting down. 

- Aii tthah tsal htJlJ'ah. 5. 
Hand me the needle. 

6. Dzhii t' ee agwaf'aih. 
I found a bird feather. 

7. Tr'iinin shah ninh. 
The child is happy. 

8. D1njik tr'oo nahch'uh. 
Fry the moose kidney. 

9. Shoh tsik ts'ik naf'th. 
I see a skinny brown bear. 

10. Aii nehtruh niint'aih. 
That wolverine is strong. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - five syllables 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Tl'oo tsoo kak dhiindih. 
Sit on the brown grass. 

2. Dzih hah tlee aftsaih. 
She made salve with tree pitch. 

3. Vadzaih tth'an goonlih. 
There are lots of caribou bones. 

4. Tthak ts'at gijilch'eih. 
They are all sitting down. 

- 5. Aii tthah tsal hlJlJ'ah. 
Hand me the needle. -

6. Dzhii t'ee agwaf'aih. 
I found a bird feather. 

7. Tr'iinin shoh nilih. 
,.... The child is happy. 

8. Dinjik tr'oo nahch'uh. 
Fry the moose kidney. 

9. Shah tsik ts'ik naf'ih. 
I see a skinny brown bear. 

10. Aii nehtruh niint'aih. 
That wolverine is strong. -
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE 

Set 1 of 3 

1 2 

6 7 

1 1 

Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - five syllables 
PICTURES 

Write low tones as you hear them .. 

3 4 5 

8 9 10 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - five syllables 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

,--

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Tthaa tth'oh kak dhicfih. 
The gopher is sitting on the boulder. 

2. luh ant'at goonflh. 
There is lots of sticky mud. 

3. Kaiitrih 1idaghan. 
We made boots. 

4. li'hah gogoontr1h. 
It is really difficult. 

,--

5. Ch1k zh1t zhoh neekah. 
He/she is carrying snow in the pan. 

6. Deetree jak niindhan ? 
Would you like some juniper berries? 

7. Tr'al zh1t ch'ii goonflh. 
There are lots of mosquitoes in the bushes. 

8. K'aii hah kl' hahtsah. 
He is going to make an arrow with the willow. 

9. Kwan' deek1t kwan' kwah. 
There is no fire at the fire place. 

10. lah hah fuk khijhch1h. 
He/she pulled fish out with a fish hook. 

,--
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - five syllables 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Tthaa tth'oh kak dhidih. 
The gopher is sitting on the boulder. 

2. tuh ant'at goonlih. 
There is lots of sticky mud. 

3. Kaiitrih iidaghan. 
We made boots. 

4. li'hah gogoontrih. 
It is really difficult . 

..... 
5. Ch'ik zhit zhoh neekah. 

He/she is carrying snow in the pan. -
6. Deetree jak niindhan ? 

Would you like some juniper berries? 

7. Tr'al zhit ch'ii goonlih. 
There are lots of mosquitoes in the bushes. 

8. K'aii hah k'i' hahtsah. 
He is going to make an arrow with the willow. 

9. Kwan' deek'it kwan' kwah. 
There is no fire at the fire place. 

,-

10. lah hah fuk kh~hchih. 
He/she pulled fish out with a fish hook. 
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tone - five syllables 
Set 2 of 3 PICTURES 
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Write low tones as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - five syllables 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Vigwitr1t goonflh. 
He/she has lots of work to do. 

2. Aii k'aii shintl'anch1h. 
Hand me the willow. 

3. litsii laii dhaach1k. 
The bell is ringing. 

4. Kaiitrih zhldh1'uh. 
He/she is wearing moccasins. 

5. Tr1injoo tuh ahch'uh. 
The woman is cooking bannock. 

6. Shink tuk ['al. 
My dog ate fish. 

7. Dinjii than' needah. 
The man is walking back alone. 

8. Chyaa vah srigoonch'uh. 
The boy is having fun. 

9. Tr1injoo dad11h ? 
What is the woman doing? 

10. Aii shih zhoh dhahkhaih. 
The grizzly is fighting the wolf. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - five syllables 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as .vou hear them. 

1. Vigwitr'it goonlih. 
He/she has lots of work to do. 

2. Aii k'aii shintl'anchih. 
Hand me the willow. 

3. litsii laii dhaach'ik. 
The bell is ringing. 

4. Kaiitrih zhidhi'uh. 
He/she is wearing moccasins. 

5. Tr'iinjoo fuh ahch'uh. 
The woman is cooking bannock. 

6. Shilik fuk Li_'al. 
My dog ate fish. 

7. Dinjii than' needah. 
The man is walking back alone. 

8. Chyaa vah srigoonch'uh. 
The boy is having fun. 

9. Tr'iinjoo dadi'ih ? 
What is the woman doing? 

10. Aii shih zhoh dhahkhaih. 
The grizzly is fighting the wolf. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - five syllables 
Set 3 of 3 PICTURES 
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Write low tones as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - six syllables 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Tl'eedik iinoo ahah. 
He/she is coming down around the bank. 

2. Tl'in gwa'an tl'oo nahsh1h. 
The grass is growing around the edge of the bank. 

3. t.uk dagaii tl1' nahch'uh. ,.... 
Fry the whitefish tail. 

4. Adhoh tthoo hee diinttho'. 
He/she tanned a brown moosehide. 

5. Taii hahtr1gogw~hdak. 
They lost the trail. 

6. Zheh gwizh1t too goo'aih. 

- It is dark in the house. 

7. Chyaa tsal ts'eh n1jaa'aih. 
The little boy is wearing a cap. 

8. Tseedhoh shits'an attsaih. 
He/she gave me money. 

9. Shitsuu ts'iigyuu ahv1rh. 
My granny is boiling rhubarb. 

10. N11ii dach'at li'al'. 
He/she ate the tough meat . 

..... 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - six syllables 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

,--

1. Tl'eedik iinoo ahah. 
He/she is coming down around the bank. 

2. Tl'in gwa'an tl'oo nahshih. 
- The grass is growing around the edge of the bank. 

3. luk dagaii tl'i' nahch'uh. 
Fry the whitefish tail. 

4. Adhoh tthoo hee diinttho'. 
He/she tanned a brown moosehide. 

5. Taii hahtr'igogw~hdak. 
They lost the trail. 

6. Zheh gwizhit too goo'aih. 
It is dark in the house. 

7. Chyaa tsal ts'eh nijaa'aih. 
r- The little boy is wearing a cap. 

8. Tseedhoh shits'an attsaih. 
He/she gave me money. 

9. Shitsuu ts'iigyuu ahvirh. 
My granny is boiling rhubarb. 

10. Nilii dach'at ['al'. 
He/she ate the tough meat. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - six syllables 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

-
1 . Chyaa tsal niinzhuk aagal. 

The little boy ran for a long time. 

' 2. litsii zh1t k'oh jHk'an'. 
He/she's burning alder in the stove. 

3. luk k1n khacflniint'uh. 
He/she cut up fish eggs. 

4. luu v1ilaii kak dhicflh. 
He/she is sitting on slippery ice. 

5. Zhoh dagaii lat naa1'. 
We saw some white wolves. 

6. Udii leii eedin1'. 
He/she drank lots of tea. 

7. luk tat zh1t daadhidnh. 
He/she hung the fish in the smoke. 

8. Shilakat gij11ch'eih. 
My friends are sitting. 

9. Tthak ts'at thok gichuuj1I. 
They all went separately. 

10. Adhoh thoh hah khalchoh. 
He/she is wearing a skin belt. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - six syllables 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 . Chyaa tsal niinzhuk aagal. 
The little boy ran for a long time. 

2. litsii zhit k'oh jitk'an'. 
He/she's burning alder in the stove. 

3. luk k'in khadiniint'uh. - He/she cut up fish eggs. 

- 4. luu viilaii kak dhidih. 
He/she is sitting on slippery ice. 

5. Zhoh dagaii lat naa'i'. 
We saw some white wolves. 

6. Lid ii leii eedini'. 
He/she drank lots of tea. 

7. luk tat zhit daadhidlih. 
He/she hung the fish in the smoke. 

8. Shilakat gijilch'eih. - My friends are sitting. 

9. Tthak ts'at thok gichuujil. 
They all went separately. 

10. Adhoh thoh hah khalchoh. 
He/she is wearing a skin belt. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - six syllables 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. That k'eejit zh1dh1'uh. 
He/she is wearing new pants. 

2. Aii tr'ih yeezhit dhifin. 
The canoe is lying there. 

3. Sreedhaa gwiintl'oh nlidhah. 
The sun's heat is very hot. 

,-- 4. Tr'linjoo khyah n1niinh. 
The woman set traps. 

5. Aii srah hah tuk khijhch1h. 
He/she took fish out with the gaff. 

6. Kwan' nuu tuh ch'uh ahch'uh. 
He/she's cooking bannock by the fire. 

7. Vihsraii t' ee nahdakak. 
,.... 

He/she's paddling around under the bank. 

8. Nehtruh dhoh lat naa1n. 
We saw some wolverine pelts. 

9. Shitsii ezh1r Jlfk'eh. 
My grandfather shot a bull moose. 

10. Shoondee ezh1n nah1n. 
My older brother saw an eagle. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

tone - six syllables 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

~ 
~'Nii(fve 
~e 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. That k'eejit zhidhi'uh. 
He/she is wearing new pants. 

2. Aii tr'ih yeezhit dhitin. 
The canoe is lying there. 

3. Sreedhaa gwiintl'oh n~dhah. 
The sun's heat is very hot. 

4. Tr'iinjoo khyah niniilih. 
The woman set traps. 

5. Aii srah hah tuk kh~hchih. 
He/she took fish out with the gaff. 

6. Kwan' nuu tuh ch'uh ahch'uh. 
He/she's cooking bannock by the fire. 

7. Vihsraii t'ee nahdakak. 
He/she's paddling around under the bank. 

8. Nehtruh zhuu lat naa'in. 
We saw some wolverine pelts. 

9. Shitsii ezhir jHk'eh. 
My grandfather shot a bull moose. 

1 O. Shoondee ezhin nah'in. 
My older brother saw an eagle. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

final /non final verb tone 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Aii tr'linjoo shah dhicflh. 
The woman is sitting with me. 

2. Aii tr'linjoo shah dhidii goozhik k'acflk. 
- He arrived while the woman sat with me. 

3. Aii tr'linjoo shah dhidih j1', shoh hihfyaa. 
If the woman sits with me, I'll be happy. 

,.... 4. Dinjii kat nagaazr1i. 
The men went hunting. 

5. Dinjii kat nagaazrii goozhik k'aihcflk. 
I arrived while the men were gone hunting. 

6. Dinjii kat nagaazrih j)', zhit t'ihihch'ah. 
If the men go hunting, I will be here. 

7. Sheenjit eg1dflh. 
They sing for me. 

- 8. Sheenjit eg1dlih dai', shoh ihflh. 
When they sing for me, I'm happy. 

9. Sheejit eg1dlih kwah. 
They don't sing for me. 

10. Ejiinlih dai', shoh ihflh. 
When you sing, I'm happy. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

final /non final verb tone 
Set 1 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Aii tr'iinjoo shah dhidih. 
The woman is sitting with me. 

2. Aii tr'iinjoo shah dhidii goozhik k'adik. 
- He arrived while the woman sat with me. 

3. Aii tr'iinjoo shah dhidih ji', shoh hihfyaa. 
If the woman sits with me, I'll be happy. 

4. Dinjii kat nagaazrii. 
The men went hunting. 

5. Dinjii kat nagaazrii goozhik k'aihdik. 
I arrived while the men were gone hunting. 

,--

6. Dinjii kat nagaazrih ji', zhit t'ihihch'ah. 
If the men go hunting, I will be here. 

7. Sheenjit egidlih. 
,-- They sing for me. 

8. Sheenjit egidlih dai', shoh ihfih. 
When they sing for me, I'm happy. 

9. Sheejit egidlih kwah. 
They don't sing for me. 

10. Ejiinlih dai', shoh ihfih. 
When you sing, I'm happy. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

final /non final verb tone 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Shah iinni ! 
,- Be happy I 

2. Shah ihfih dai', ejihfih. 
When I'm happy, I sing. 

3. Shah iinlih Ji', ejiinfli. 
If you 're happy, you sing. 

4. Hahsh1i. 
It will snow. 

5. Hahshih kwaa gwinuu. 
It will not snow, they say. 

6. Ahshih dai', shah ihfih. 
When it snows, I'm happy. 

7. Ahshih n', hihshah. 
If it snows, I'll go. 

8. Aih ahts1h. 
He's making a snowshoe. 

9. Aih too ahtsih kwah. 
What he's making is not a snowshoe. 

10. Aih ahtsih goozhik k'aihd1k. 
While he was making a snowshoe, I arrived. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

final /non final verb tone 
Set 2 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Shoh iinlii ! 
Be happy I 

2. Shoh ihtih dai', ejihtih. 
When I'm happy, I sing. 

3. Shoh iinlih ji', ejiinlii. 
If you 're happy, you sing. 

4. Hahshii. 
It will snow. 

5. Hahshih kwaa gw,nuu. 
It will not snow. 

6. Ahshih dai', shoh ihtih. 
When it snows, I'm happy. 

7. Ahshih ji', hihshah. 
If it snows, I'll go. 

8. Aih ahtsih. 
He's making a snowshoe. 

9. Aih too ahtsih kwah. 
What he's making is not a snowshoe. 

10. Aih ahtsih goozhik k'aihdik. 
While he was making a snowshoe, I arrived. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

final /non final verb tone 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Shah iincfl'. 
He sat with me. 

2. Shah iindi' kwaa. 
He never sat with me. 

3. Shah iindi' dai', shah gwaandak. 
When he sat with me, he told me stories. 

4. Shah gweech'ln'. 
He stayed with me. 

5. Shah gweech'in' kwaa. 
He never stayed with me. 

6. Shah gweech'in' dai', shah gwaandak. 
When he stayed with me, he told me stories. 

7. Jii oonitan'. 
You holding it. 

8. Jii oonitan' Ji', shah hihfyaa. 
If you hold it, I'll be happy. 

9. Oovihtan' goozhik k'acflk. 
While I was holding it, he arrived. 
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- GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

final /non final verb tone 
Set 3 of 3 SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Shah iindi'. 
He sat with me. 

2. Shah iindi' kwaa. 
He never sat with me. 

3. Shah iindi' dai', shah gwaandak. 
When he sat with me, he told me stories. 

4. Shah gweech'in'. 
He stayed with me. 

5. Shah gweech'in' kwaa. 
He never stayed with me. 

6. Shah gweech'in' dai', shah gwaandak. 
When he stayed with me, he told me stories. 

7. Jii oonitan'. 
You hold it. 

8. Jii oonitan' ji', shoh hihtyaa. 
If you hold it, I'll be happy. 

9. Oovihtan' goozhik k'adik. 
While I was holding it, he arrived. 
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Gwich'in Possession, Tone Patterns and Voicing 
General Overview 

The full array of possessive markers in Teetl'it Gwich'in is the following: 

Singular Possessor Plural Possessors 

1 sh(i)- nakhw(i)-

2 n(i)- nakhw(i)-

3 v(i)- goo-

3 indefinite a-/e-/i-

dii-

3 areal gw(i)-

3 reflexive d(i)- digi-

3 nonreflexive y(i)-

gii-

The first 6 markers (1 to 3, singular possessor and plural possessor) are straightforward. The 

possessor is expressed by the marker, as we can see in the following examples: 

1. Shiluk dhakh'uu. I roasted my fish. 

2. Niluk dhakh'uu. I roasted your fish. 

3. Viluk dhalch'uu. I roasted his/her fish. 

4. Nakhwiluk dhalch'uu. I roasted our fish. 

5. Nakhwiluk dhakh'uu. I roasted your (pl.) fish. 

6. Gooluk dhalch'uu. I roasted their fish. 

In Canadian Gwich'in, the forms for the 1st person plural (our) and the 2nd person plural (your 

(pl.)) are identical. 
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The indefinite possessor is indicated by the vowel marker a-/e-/i-. It is often used with things 

that always belongs to something or somebody, like body parts. 

7. Aii aghoo hQ1,J'aa. 
8. Aii adhoh niindhaa. 

9. Aii adhat thoo'ah kak mniinlih. 

10. Aii edrii alch'uu. 

Give me the egg. 
That hide is hot. 
Put the liver on the tree branch. 

He/she roasted the heart. 

The dii- is also an indefinite marker but it is used only with indefinite human possessors. 

11. Diizheh gwindii gwa'an ... The area(s) around our 
(someone's) house ... 

12. Diizhin eenjit nizli. It's good for the (someone's) 
body. 

13. Diiyink'yuu eenjit nizii. It's good for the (someone's) 

spirit. 

14. Diizhli eenjit nizii. It's good for the (someone's) 
breath. 

15. Diishii k'atr'anahtii danh ... Where people's food is kept ... 

The gwi- marker is used to indicate that the thing possessed belongs to an area or can be found 

in that area. It can also be used to say that something belongs to the past, the present or the 

future. 

16. Dinjii ddhah tat gwishli nah'in. 

17. Oonoo dai' gwi'lk altsaii. 

The man saw a mountain 
grizzly bear. 
She/he made an old fashioned 
dress/shirt 

We also find one special use of the gwi- marker in the Tukudh Literature. It refers to The Father 

and The Son: 

18. Gwiti' 
19. Gwidinji' 

The Father 
The Son 
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The reflexive and nonreflexive markers make reference to the structure of the sentence. They are 

used to indicate if the possessor is the same person as the subject of the sentence or if it is a 

different person. A necessary condition in using these markers is that the subject and the 

possessor are 3rd person (his/her/its/their, he/she/it/they). 

The di- marker is used to indicate that the possessor and the subject of the sentence are the same 

person (reflexive). The subject of the sentence must be 3rd person singular. 

20. Diluk akh'im. 
21. Dizheh gwinah'in. 

He/she roasted his/her ( own) fish. 

He/she sees his/her ( own) house. 

The digi- marker is used to indicate that the possessor and the subject of the sentence are the 

same persons (reflexive). The subject of the sentence must be 3rd person plural. The possessed 

noun must be marked with digi- and the verb must keep its 3rd person plural marking. 

22. Digiluk gikh'im. 

23. Digizheh gogwinah'in. 
They roasted their ( own) fish. 

They see their ( own) house. 

We also find one special use of the digi- marker with some kinship terms. Although the 

possessor is singular, the plural marker is nevertheless used: 

24. Nap digitr'linjoo Annie 
hah k'agido'oh. 

25. Aii tr'linjoo digidinahch'l' 

ehdanh nagahdadal. 
26. Andre digishanaghan 

Nancy bah k'agido'oh. 

Nap and his wife Annie came. 

The women are walking around without 
their husbands. 
Andre and his lady Nancy came. 

The yi- marker is used to indicate that the possessor is not the same person as the subject of the 

sentence (nonreflexive). The subject must be 3rd person singular (he/she/it) and the possessor 

must also be 3rd person singular (his/her/its). 

27. Yiluk alch'uu. 

28. Yizheh gwinah'1n. 

He/she roasted his/her (someone else's) 
fish. 
He/she sees his/her (someone else's) 
house. 
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The gii- marker is used to indicate that the possessor is not the same person as the subject of the 

sentence (nonreflexive ). The subject of the sentence must be 3rd person plural and the possessor 

must be 3rd person singular. There is a special twist with the use of the gii- marker: the 3rd 

person plural marker of the subject is not on the verb but on the possessed noun. In examples 

(30) and (33), the verb looks like a 3rd person singular verb instead of a 3rd person plural verb: 

27. Yiluk alch'uu. He/she roasted his/her fish. (nonreflexive) 
20. Diluk alch'uu. He/she roasted his/her (own) fish. (reflexive) 
28. Shiluk gilch'uu. They roasted my fish. 
29. Gooluk gilch'uu They roasted their (someone else's) fish. 

30. Giiluk alch'uu. They roasted his/her fish. 

28. Yizheh gwinah"m. He/she sees his/her house. (nonreflexive) 
21. Dizheh gwinah"m. He/she sees his/her ( own) house. (reflexive) 
31. Shizheh gogwinah"m. They see my house. 
32. Goozheh gogwinah'in. They see their (someone else's) house. 
33. Giizheh gwinah"m. They see his/her house. 

This, of course, would not be true of verbs that have a different stem in the dual or the plural. 

Note examples (35) and (37): 

34. Van ts'at gee'al. They (2) are going to the lake. 

35. Giits'at a'al. They (2) are going to her. 

36. Van ts'at geedah. They (3+) are going to the lake. 

37. Giits'at adah. They (3+) are going to her. 

If there is more than one thing possessed by the 3rd person singular in the sentence, the gii­

marker will be repeated for each thing possessed. 

38. Giilik chan ts'at giizheh nahin. They see his/her house and his/her dog. 
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Sound changes in possessed nouns 

When a noun is possessed, its sound form is often modified. There are three types of 

modifications which can happen to nouns when they are possessed. 
The first modification will affect the first consonant of the word: 

35. fish luk my fish shih)k 

36. sled khal my sled shighal 
37. belt thoh my belt shidhoh 

38. knife srii my knife shizrli' 

39. food shlh my food shizhii 

In these cases, a voiceless stem initial is replaced with its voiced counterpart. Not all words 

starting with these sounds will be affected by this modification. A certain number of them will 

not: 

40. bannock ruhch'uh my bannock shiruhch'uu' 

41. trap khyah my trap shikhyaa' 

42. portage theetoh my portage shitheetoo' 

43. coney sruh my coney shisruu' 

There is no easy way to know which words will be affected and which will not be. These 

variations must be memorized. 

The second modification will affect the tone of the word: 

44. salt 
45. fish 
46. dog puppy 

lesel 
luk 
lakatsal 

my salt 
my fish 
my puppy 

shilesel 
viliik 
shilakatsal 

In each case, the unmarked (high) stem tone is replaced by the marked (low) tone. Again, not all 

words will be affected in this way: 

47. house zheh my house shizheh 

The last modifications will affect the final sounds of the words. These can be divided in two 
groups. The first group will see the shortening of the final vowel and the addition of a glottal 
stop: 

48. water 
49. grease 

chuu 
khaii 

my water 
bone grease 
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The second group will have a long vowel and a glottal stop in isolation only: 

50. ice 
51. cane 
52. packsack 

luu 
toh 
khah 

my ice 
my cane 
my packsack 

shiliiu' 
shitoo' 
shighaa' 

Finally, a certain number of words sound totally different when they are possessed. The different 

forms of these words also have to be memorized: 

53. pants that my pants shehfi' 
54. dog laii my dog shifik 

55. food sh'ih Whiteman's oonjit zhii* 
food onjizhii* 

* Usually, marked low tones stay low in possessed form. Food is an exception. 

Listening Exercises 

The following Listening Exercises have been organized to show all of these variations. Each 

exercise is repeated twice. The first set A shows what happens to the first consonant of certain 

number of words in possession. The second set B illustrates the tone pattern for the same words. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - 1 and I 
Set 1a SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write I and I as you hear them. 

1. laii ihtak di1n. 
He/she has one dog. 

2. Shiflk niint'aih. 
My dog is strong. 

3. Van kak gwiluu dril gwiyeendoo vaogoonuh. 
The thin ice on the lake is very dangerous. 

. 4 . Yeechuk han tuu athitan. 
The ice is frozen there on the lake. 

5. ShHuhch'uu dhandaih. 
My bannock tastes good. 

6. Chyaa fuhch'uh ah. 
The boy is eating bannock. 

7. Aii fldlii shintl'anch1h. 
Hand me the key. 

8. Dindni hahtr'agwFJhdak. 
He/she lost his key. 

9. Udii tyah zh1t _LIU t'inflh. 
Put ice in the tea kettle. 

1 o. Gooflcfli niint'aih. 
Their tea is strong. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - t and I 
Set 1a SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write I and I as you hear them. 

1. aii ihfak di1n. 
He/she has one dog. 

2. Shi_1k niint'aih. 
My dog is strong. 

3. Van kak gwi_uu dril gwiyeendoo vaogoonuh. 
The thin ice on the lake is very dangerous. 

4. Yeechuk han uu athitan. 
The ice is frozen there on the lake. 

5. Shi uhch'uu dhandaih. 
My bannock tastes good. 

6. Chyaa _uhch'uh ah. 
The boy is eating bannock. 

7. Aii _1dlii shintl'anch1h. 
Hand me the key. 

8. Di_1dni hahtr'agw~hdak. 
He/she lost his key. 

9. _1dii tyah zh1t _uu t'inflh. 
Put ice in the tea kettle. 

1 o. Goo_kfli niint'aih. 
Their tea is strong. 
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Possession - f and I 
PICTURES 
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Write I and I as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - f and I 
Set 1b SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. laii ihfak di'1n. 
He/she has one dog. 

2. Shiflk niint'aih. 
My dog is strong. 

3. Van kak gwiluu dril gwiyeendoo vaogoonuh. 
The thin ice on the lake is very dangerous. 

4. Yeechuk han fuu athitan. 
The ice is frozen there on the lake. 

5 . Shifuhch'uu dhandaih. 
..--

My bannock tastes good. 

6. Chyaa fuhch'uh ah. 
The boy is eating bannock. 

7. Aii fldlii shintl'anch1h. 
Hand me the key. 

8. Dindfli hahtr'agw~hdak. 
He/she lost his key. 

9. Udii tyah zh1t fuu t'inflh. 
Put ice in the tea kettle. 

1 o. Gooflcfli niint'aih. 
Their tea is strong. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - 1 and I 
Set 1b SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. laii ihtak di'in. 
He/she has one dog. 

2. Shilik niint'aih. 
My dog is strong. 

3. Van kak gwiluu dril gwiyeendoo vaogoonuh. 
The thin ice on the lake is very dangerous. 

4. Yeechuk han tuu athitan. 
The ice is frozen there on the lake. 

5. ShHuhch'uu dhandaih. 
My bannock tastes good. 

6. Chyaa tuhch'uh ah. 
The boy is eating bannock. 

7. Aii lidlii shintl'anchih. 
Hand me the key. 

8. Dilidlii hahtr'agw~hdak. 
He/she lost his key. 

9. Lidii tyah zhit tuu t'inlih. 
Put ice in the tea kettle. 

1 O. Goolidii niint'aih. 
Their tea is strong. 
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Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

~ 
@y,:t Possession - f and I 

PICTURES 

Write low tones as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - f and I 
Set 2a SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write I and I as you hear them. 

1 . lakatsal treh. 
The puppy is crying. 

2. NHakatsal gweej1i ? 
Where is your puppy? 

,.... 
3. lah ooviinkat. 

He bought hooks. 

4. Shilaa kwaa. 
I don't have any hooks. 

5. Tr'1injoo lavadoo di'1k kat k'e'jahkaii. 
The woman is sewing buttons on her dress. 

6. Nilavadoo gweej1i ? 
Where is your button? 

7. luk leii khaiinflh. 
He/she took out lots of fish. 

8. Viluk nicflh. 
His/her fish is heavy. 

9. Van luk nicflh. 
The fish from the lake is heavy. 

1 o. Sreencflt gwiluk dhandaih. 
Spring fish tastes good. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - f and I 
Set2a SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write I and I as you hear them. 

1. akatsal treh. 
The puppy is crying. 

2. Ni_akatsal gweej1i ? 
Where is your puppy? 

3. ah ooviinkat. 
He bought hooks. 

4. Shi aa kwaa. 
I don't have any hooks. 

5. Tr1injoo _avadoo di1k kat k'e'jahkaii. 
The woman is sewing buttons on her dress. 

6. Ni_avadoo gweej1i ? 
Where is your button? 

7. uk leii khaiinnh. 
He/she took out lots of fish. 

8. Vi uk nicfih. 
His/her fish is heavy. 

9. Van uk nicfih. 
The fish from the lake is heavy. 

1 o. Sreencflt gwi_uk dhandaih. 
Spring fish tastes good. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - l and I 
Set2a PICTURES 

-Lflcf,:Cf_l 
Write I and I as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - f and I 
Set 2b SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 . lakatsal treh. 
The puppy is crying. 

2. N itakatsal gwee Jl i ? 
Where is your puppy? 

3. lah ooviinkat. 
He bought hooks. 

4. Shilaa kwaa. 
,- I don't have any hooks. 

5. Tr1injoo lavadoo di1k kat k'e'jahkaii. 
The woman is sewing buttons on her dress. 

- 6. Nilavadoo gweej1i ? 
Where is your button? 

7. luk leii khaiinnh. 
He/she took out lots of fish. 

8. Viluk nicflh. 
His/her fish is heavy. 

9. Van luk nicflh. 

- The fish from the lake is heavy. 

1 o. Sreencflt gwiluk dhandaih. 
Spring fish tastes good. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - f and I 
Set2b SENTENCES,STUDEN~SCOPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 . lakatsal treh. 
The puppy is crying. 

2. NHakatsal gweejii ? 
Where is your puppy? 

3. lah ooviinkat. 
He bought hooks. 

4. Shilaa kwaa. 
I don't have any hooks. 

5. Tr'iinjoo lavadoo di'ik kat k'e'jahkaii. 
The woman is sewing buttons on her dress. 

6. Nilavadoo gweejii ? 
Where is your button? 

7. luk leii khaiinlih. 
He/she took out lots of fish. 

8. Viluk nidih. 
His/her fish is heavy. 

9. Van luk nidih. 
The fish from the lake is heavy. 

10. Sreendit gwiluk dhandaih. 
Spring fish tastes good . 

.. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - f and I 
Set 2b PICTURES 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 2 3 4 5 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - th and dh 
Set3a SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write th and dh as you hear them. 

1. Aii that dhich1k. 
The pants are red. 

2. Shehfi' ch'ik hlJl/aa. 
Give me my red pants. 

3. Theetoh niinzh1i. 
He/she went through the portage. 

4. Shitheetoo niinzh1i. 
He/she went through my portage . 

• 
5. Dh1k'ii leii shi1n. 

I have lots of trout. 

6. Shidh1k1i gweej1i ? 
Where are your trout? 

7. Adhoh Q,hshe1'. 
He/she tanned a hide. 

8. Sha'adhoo sheenjit Q,hshei'. 
He/she tanned my hide for me. 

9. Dhivii aadroh. 
The weasel got trapped. 

10. Didhiv1i k'anahfii. 
He/she is looking after his/her own weasel. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - th and dh 
Set 3a SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write th and dh as you hear them. 

1. Aii at dhich'lk. 
The pants are red. 

2. Sheh_l' ch'ik hLJLJ'aa. 
Give me my red pants. 

3. eetoh niinzhli. 
He/she went through the portage. 

4. Shi eetoo niinzhli. 
He/she went through my portage. 

5. __ lk'ii leii shi'ln. 
I have lots of trout. 

6. Shi __ lk'li gweejli ? 
Where are your trout? 

7. A __ oh ~hshel'. 
He/she tanned a hide. 

8. Sha'a __ oo sheenjit ~hshei'. 
He/she tanned my hide for me. 

9. ivii aadroh. 
The weasel got trapped. 

10. Di ivli k'anahtli. 
He/she is looking after his/her own weasel. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - th and dh 
Set 3a PICTURES 
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Write th and dh as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - th and dh 
Set 3b SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Aii that dhich1k. 
The pants are red. 

2. Shehfl' ch'ik hlJl/aa. 
Give me my red pants. 

3. Theetoh niinzh1i. 
He/she went through the portage. 

4. Shitheetoo niinzh1i. 
He/she went through my portage. 

5. Dh1k'ii leii shi1n. 
I have lots of trout. 

6. Shidh1k1i gweejli ? 
Where are your trout? 

7. Adhoh ~hshe1'. 
He/she tanned a hide. 

8. Sha'adhoo sheenjit ~hshei'. 
He/she tanned my hide for me. 

9. Dhivii aadroh. 
The weasel got trapped. 

10. Didhiv1i k'anahfii. 
He/she is looking after his/her own weasel. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - th and dh 
Set3b SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Aii thaf dhich'ik. 
The pants are red. 

2. Shehfi' ch'ik hlJL/aa. 
Give me my red pants. 

3. Theetoh niinzhii. 
He/she went through the portage. -

4. Shitheetoo niinzhii. 

- He/she went through my portage. 

5. Dhik'ii leii shi'in. - I have lots of trout. 

6. Shidhik'ii gweejii ? 
Where are your trout? 

7. Adhoh ~hshei'. 
He/she tanned a hide. 

8. Sha'adhoo sheenjit ~hshei'. 
He/she tanned my hide for me. -

9. Dhivii aadroh. 
The weasel got trapped. 

10. Didhivii k'anahtii. 
He/she is looking after his/her own weasel. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE 

Possession - th and dh 
Set 3b 

Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

PICTURES 

~ 
~ 

Write low tones as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - sr and zr 
Set4a SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write sr and zr as you hear them. 

1. Srii jlin1n. 
The knife is sharp. 

- 2. Nizr1i ht.Jl/aa. 
Hand me the knife. 

3. Srii niint'aii. 
The sun is strong. 

4. Too oozrii gwinH'in. 
I see the moon (lit. night light). 

5. Srah dhidfli. 
The hooks are just lying. 

6. Shazraa haljli. 
My gaff hook is gone. 

7. Sruh afgaih. 
I'm drying some coney. 

8. Disruu ahgaih. 
He/she is drying his/her own coney. 

9. Sriijaa jldhihfii. 
I'm hungry for grayling. 

1 o. Shisriijaa dhatv1r. 
I boiled my grayling. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - sr and zr 
Set4a SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write sr and zr as you hear them. 

1 . "'" ' II 111rnn. 
The knife is sharp. 

2. Ni 1i hlJLJ'aa. --
Hand me the knife. 

3. II niint'aii. 
The sun is strong. 

4. Too oo __ ii gwinH'in. 
,... I see the moon (lit. night light). 

5. ah dhidfli. 
The hooks are just lying. 

6. Sha __ aa halj1i. 
My gaff hook is gone. 

7. __ uh atgaih. 
I'm drying some coney. 

8. Di __ uu ahgaih. 
He/she is drying his/her own coney. 

9. __ iijaa Jldhihfii. 
I'm hungry for grayling. 

10. Shi __ iijaa dhatv1r. 
.... 

I boiled my grayling. 
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Write sr and zr as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - sr and zr 
Set4b SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1 . Srii j1in1n. 
The knife is sharp. 

2. Nizr1i htJtJ'aa. 
Hand me the knife. 

3. Srii niint'aii. 
The sun is strong. 

4. Too oozrii gwinit'in. 
I see the moon (lit. night light). 

5. Srah dhidfli. 
The hooks are just lying. 

6. Shazraa halj1i. 
My gaff hook is gone. 

7. _Sruh atgaih. 
I'm drying some coney. 

,.... 
8. Disruu ahgaih. 

He/she is drying his/her own coney. 

9. Sriijaa j1dhihfti. 
I'm hungry for grayling. 

1 o. Shisriijaa dhatv1r. 
I boiled my grayling. 

-
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

- Possession - sr and zr 
Set4b SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Srii jiinin. 
The knife is sharp. 

2. Nizrii hlJlJ'aa. 
Hand me the knife. 

3. Srii niint'aii. 
The sun is strong. -

4. Too oozrii gwinif'in. 
,.... I see the moon (lit. night light). 

5. Srah dhidlii. 
The hooks are just lying. 

I"" 6. Shazraa haljii. 
My gaff hook is gone. 

7. Sruh atgaih. 
I'm drying some coney. 

8. Disruu ahgaih. 
He/she is drying his/her own coney. -

9. Sriijaa jidhihtii. 
I'm hungry tor grayling. 

10. Shisriijaa dhatvir. 
I boiled my grayling. 

-
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - sr and zr 
Set4b PICTURES 
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Write low tones as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - kh and gh 
Set Sa SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

-
Write kh and gh as you hear them. 

1. Khah nidi'in ? 
Do you have a club ? 

2. luk ghaa shi1n. 
I have a fish club. 

3. Naghaa gweej1i ? 
Where is your club ? 

4. Khaii goonfli. 
It's winter. 

5. Nighaii danaanch'uu ? 
- How old are you ? 

6. Khaii ooviikat. 
I bought some lard. 

7. Tth'an ghai' aftsaii. 
She made bone grease. 

8. Oonjit aghai' ooviinkat. 
She bought lard. 

9. Khat nizii di1n. 
He/she has a nice sled. 

10. Dighal kak dhicfli. 
He/she is sitting on his/her own sled. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - kh and g h 
Set Sa SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write kh and gh as you hear them. 

1. ah nidi'in ? 
Do you have a club ? 

2. luk aa shnn. 
I have a fish club. 

3. Na __ aa gweejli ? 
Where is your club ? 

4. __ aii goonni. 

5. Ni 

6. 

It's winter. 

aii danaanch'uu? 
How old are you ? 

aii ooviikat. 
I bought some lard. 

7. Tth'an ai' attsaii. 
She made bone grease. 

8. Oonjit a __ ai' ooviinkat. 
She bought lard. 

9. af nizii di'ln. 
He/she has a nice sled. 

10. Di al kak dhicfii. 
He/she is sitting on his/her own sled . 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - kh and gh 
Set Sa PICTURES 

Write kh and gh as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - kh and gh 
Set5b SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Khah nidi1n ? 
Do you have a club ? 

2. luk ghaa shi1n. 
I have a fish club. 

3. Naghaa gweejli ? 
Where is your club ? 

4. Khaii goonfii. 
It's winter. 

5. Nighaii danaanch'uu? 
How old are you ? 

6. Khaii ooviikat. 
I bought some lard. 

7. Tth'an ghai' aftsaii. 
She made bone grease. 

8. Oonjit aghai' ooviinkat. 
She bought lard. 

9. Khaf nizii di1n. 
He/she has a nice sled. 

10. Dighal kak dhicfii. 
He/she is sitting on his/her own sled. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - kh and gh 
Set 5b SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Khah nidi'in ? 
Do you have a club ? 

2. luk ghaa shi'in. 
I have a fish club. 

3. Naghaa gweejii ? 
Where is your club ? 

4. Khaii goonlii. 
It's winter. 

5. Nighaii danaanch'uu ? 
How old are you ? 

6. Khaii ooviikat. 
I bought some lard. 

7. Jth'an ghai' attsaii. 
She made bone grease. 

8. Oonjit aghai' ooviinkat. 
She bought lard. 

9. Khaf nizii di'in. 
He/she has a nice sled. 

10. Dighal kak dhidii. 
He/she is sitting on his/her own sled. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - kh and g h 
Set6a SENTENCES,TEACHER'S COPY 

Write kh and gh as you hear them. 

1. Aii khah sheenjit nicfih. 
The pack is heavy for me. 

2. laii ghaa hah tr'eedaa. 
We 're traveling with dog packs. 

3. Googhaa nidz1k. 
Their packs are light. 

4. Khyah leii ooviikat. 
I bought lots of traps. 

5. Nikhyaa gweejli ? 
Where are your traps ? 

6. Khehkaih choo k'acfik. 
The big manager came. 

7. Dinjii khehkai' nini. 
He/she is the chief. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - kh and gh 
Set6a SENTENCES,STUDENT'S COPY 

Write kh and gh as you hear them. 

1. Aii __ ah sheenjit nid1h. 
The pack is heavy for me. 

2. laii aa hah tr' eedaa. 
We 're traveling with dog packs. 

3. Goo __ aa nidz1k. 
Their packs are light. 

4. __ yah leii ooviikat. 
I bought lots of traps. 

5. Ni __ yaa gweeJli ? 
Where are your traps ? 

6. ehkaih choo k'ad1k. 
The big manager came. 

7. Dinjii __ ehkai' nifli. 
He/she is the chief. 
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Write kh and gh as you hear them. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teet/'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - kh and gh 
Set6b SENTENCES, TEACHER'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

1. Aii khah sheenjit nid1h. 
The pack is heavy for me. 

2. taii ghaa hah tr'eedaa. 
We 're traveling with dog packs. 

3. Googhaa nidz1k. 
Their packs are light. 

4. Khyah leii ooviikat. 
I bought lots of traps. 

5. Nikhyaa gweej1i ? 
Where are your traps ? 

6. Khehkaih choo k'ad1k. • 
The big manager came. 

7. -Dinjii khehkai' nifli. 
He/she is the chief. 
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GWICH'IN LANGUAGE Teetl'it Gwich'in Dialect 

Possession - kh and gh 
Set6b SENTENCES, STUDENT'S COPY 

Write low tones as you hear them. 

.1. Aii khah shah nidih. 
The pack is heavy for me. 

2. laii ghaa hah tr'eedaa. 
We're traveling with dog packs. 

,.... 
3. Googhaa nidzik. 

Their packs are light. 

4. Khyah leii ooviikat. 
I bought lots of traps. 

5. Nikhyaa gweejii ? 
Where are your traps ? 

6. Khehkaih choo k'adik. 
The big manager came. 

7. Dinjii khehkai' nilii. 
He/she is the chief. 
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Write low tones as you hear them. 
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