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Neek.- February 2025

The Yukon Native Language Centre is excited to release our first YNLC Newsletter “Neek” — meaning News or To
Tell in Tlingit.

Welcome to the first edition of Neek. The goal of Neek is to ensure Yukon First Nations, community partners,
and the public stay connected and informed about the work YNLC is carrying out to uphold all Yukon First Nation
languages. Within each issue, you will find updates on the language initiatives, programming, and projects that
the YNLC is leading. Issues will include community spotlights, comics, audio links and more!
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300-Hour Intermediate Mentor Apprentice Program

Last year, YNLC launched its first pilot 300-hour intermediate Mentor-Apprentice Program (MAP).

MAP is a program that is used by many Indigenous Languages group and is grounded in a natural learning
process that pairs a speaker with a learner. Prior to the development of the Intermediate MAP, YNLC and
Simon Fraser University (SFU) have delivered 100-hour MAP as part of the Indigenous Languages Proficiency
Certificate and Diploma.

YNLC hosted an orientation to ensure we started in a good way, to establish relationships with each other and
learn immersion-based techniques to practice with a speaker, as well as independent study methods.

The initial part of the program consisted of 9 Mentor-Apprentice language teams learning Kaska Dene, Dan K’e,
Dan K’i, Tlingit and Gwich’in throughout the territory.
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MAP Teams at orientation February 2024

Activity-Based Immersion
Approach

The Intermediate MAP is based on learning language
through activity-based immersion with a focus
primarily on understanding, listening and speaking
the language. The speaker and the learner do the
activities together, with conversation going back and
forth. The idea of an Intermediate MAP program is

for the learner to gain confidence speaking with

Elder Stanley Njootli Sr. and Sophie Flather
demonstrating an immersion set.

everyday language exposure.



Strengthens Oral Proficiency through Conversation

Mentor Apprentice Programs have shown positive impacts for program participants such as improved oral
proficiency, strengthening of intergenerational relationships between speaker and learner, as well as improved
mental well-being and an increase in learners pursuing further language learning opportunities.

Duration

The program provides opportunities for Intermediate-level language learners to focus on speaking and
understanding their language in everyday and cultural contexts, by working one-on-one with a Language
Mentor or Fluent Speaker for a total of 300 hours over the 9-month program. The goal is to spend 10 hours per
week in intensive learning in the target language.

Mentors are paid an hourly wage for their time and knowledge, and apprentices receive a stipend upon every
100 hours of completed time with the speaker, along with an oral assessment to demonstrate their learning.
Apprentices are eligible for credits through Simon Fraser University upon completion of an oral assessment.
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Elder Annie Bernard and her apprentice, Winnie Blake.
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YNLC Youtube

The Yukon Native Language Centre’s YouTube page hosts videos in Yukon First Nation languages! From digitized
Haa Shagoon videos to weather reports in language, the YNLC YouTube page is a great way to hear the

languages and those from your community. Accessible video resources help connect with and celebrate the
strength of our languages.

Visit the YNLC YouTube page here and subscribe to be connected when new videos are posted:
https://www.youtube.com/@yukonnativelanguagecentre270
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Dakali (Hammond Dick) - Raven eater

Watch Dakali (Hammond Dick) — Raven eating here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2Ver4eNtB8


https://www.youtube.com/@yukonnativelanguagecentre270

Community Language Highlight

KDFN Southern Tutchone Language
Revitalization Program

Awakening Southern Tutchone through a community centered
approach, Kwanlin Dun First Nation (KDFN) has started a new 6-
month intensive Southern Tutchone Language Revitalization Program
that offers a unique opportunity to gain a Certificate in Language
Proficiency from Simon Fraser University, in collaboration with the
Yukon Native Language Centre.

The program includes 9 university courses, starting with a 4-week
immersion course where students are immersed in the language for
6 hours a day, mimicking how much babies hear the language. This

immersion course emphasizes oral retention before progressing to

Students working with recording equipment

reading and writing skills.

Students are currently working on phonetics, the alphabet, writing systems and pronunciation and will be
taking part in an on the land immersion camp where cultural activities are done in the language. During this
time students are also learning about the technology that supports language documentation and preservation
and makes language accessible to a wider audience.

At the end of March, the cohort will take a grammar course learning
~ about sentence structure before embarking on another immersion
course for 6 weeks, and a second on the land immersion camp. This
immersive experience aims to deepen language retention and its
connection to culture.

It is important to include celebration throughout the program to
acknowledge milestones and build confidence and a sense of
community in the cohort. Students are excited, they are speaking
Southern Tutchone and doing great in their first few weeks.

Students are even speaking Southern Tutchone to each other in the
community and already making Southern Tutchone TikTok’s on their

| own time for fun!

Students with their Immersion Course
Completion Certificates.
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Is there a language program, resource
or story you'd like to share in Neek?

Contact YNLC at info@ynlc.ca to
share your idea!



Meet our Staff

Connie Jules
Language Training Officer

Yak’é yagi. Yidat, yi in kakkhwanik, axh shag(n, tingit xh’éndaxh, Khagané
y@ xhat duwasakw, tingit xh’énaxh, Connie Jules, dlét kha xh’énaxh.
Dakhtfasha yé xhat yati. Destin daxh yé xhat yati.

Axh tla Khashdaxh Tla y( dusag(n, tingit xh’énaxh, Minnie Jules, dlet kha
xh’éndaxh. Du tla, axh fitk’w, Skaydu.( y( dusagin, tingit xh’éndxh, Graffie
Jules dlet kha xh’énaxh. Axh tla du ish, Ts'itds y( dusaglin Kaska
xh’énaxh, Charlie Jules in English. Axh ish Khashdukh y( duwasakw, tingit
xh’énaxh, Ralph Smarch, dlet kha xh’énaxh.

Axh yatx’i, dax’uninaxh yati. Axh sik’ has, Tludanéx’i kha Skaydu.( y( duwasakw, tingit xh’éndxh, Santana Jules
kha Skaydu.( Jules, dlet kha xh’éndxh. Axh yitk’ has Kétlsha ish kha Khashdaxh,tingit xh’éndxh, Rod Smarch kha
Blayde Smarch, dlét kha xh’éndxh.

Axh yejixhané, yidat, Yukon Native Language Centre. Ch’a an khu.3, nahis’adi kaxh Tu tidlini Sgan, jidaxh. Axh
tuwu yak’é, yax’ yé jixhanéyi.

De awé.
Gunatchish

To see the translation, visit the YNLC website here: https://ynlc.ca/khagane-jules-intro/
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Upcoming Dates to Note:

February 3 - April 10, 2025: Kaska Level 3 (Online)
February 18 - 20, 2025: Kaska Language Gathering
February 24 - 26, 2025: Northern Tutchone Gathering

For more information on these events, contact info@ynlc.ca
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KASKA LANGUAGE
GATHERING
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February 18th - February 20th, 2025
9AM - 4:.30PM

Daylu Dena Council
Elders Room

For more Information contact
guzagikeh@gmail.com
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Northern
Tutchone
Language
Gathering

At the Yukon Native
Language Centre
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TO REGISTER:

Call 867-668-8820, toll-free at 1-877-414-9652, or
email info@ynlc.ca.

Travel support for Elders is available. Tell us what you
Please call YNLC to discuss.

want to learn!
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