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I nTroduct i on

This nefenence dictionony hos been

wnitTen pnimonily fon people who con

o I reody speok or undensTond The Moyo

I nd i on I onguqge. The wonds ond spe I I i ngs

in îT ore bosed on The speech of Mr. Edwin

Hoger' ( "Ebyono " ) ond Mr'. Som PeTer'

( "MeÎs'uno"), both I ife- l ong resi denTs

of The STewonï Vo I I ey. The i r enThus i osm

ond wi I I ingness to endune long hours of
quesT ion ing dur^ ing the preponol ion of

This dicTionony hove mode the project o

p l eosonT one, ond I heneby gnoTefu I l y

o cknow I eclge The i n mo jon conTn i buT i ons

1o i 1. Othens Too hove oss i sTed i n vor i ous

woys, especiol ly sTudenTs ennol led in The

Moyo BLADE pr'ognom dun ing The w inTer of
lq75 who Tested o seT of bosic notive
I iTenocy moTeriols bosed on The spel I ing

syslem used in lhis book. Thein commenls

ond reocT i ons were very he I pfu I ond

served To shonpen The ono l ys i s of lhe

longuoge in sevenoI nespects.



l hove used The Tenm "lhe Moyo

lndion longuoge" in The TiTle of this
d i cï i onony, ond Th i s nequ i nes some

exp I onoT i on. As mony peop I e one owcne,

Thene one Thr^ee d isl incT noT ive longuoges

spoken i n Moyo. The one w i Th fewesl

speokens is Gwich'in (or "LoucheuX"), The

I onguoge of 0 I d Crow ond FT. McPherson.

A second "m i non i ly" noT i ve I onguoge i s

o vorieTy of Mockenzie Vol ley Alhoposkon

spoken by ind i v iduo ls, or^ descendonts of

i nd i v i duo I s who lnove I ed oven The

mounloins lo Tnode in The oneo of Lonsing

Cr'eek ond subsequ ent I y nemo i ned on The

Yukon s i de.

However' The I onguoge spok en by The

mojor'iTy of nolive people in Moyo, here

colled "The Moyo lndion longuoge", is o

von i eTy of Alhoposkon wh i ch hos come To

be known os Nor-Thenn TuTchone by I ingu isls
ond onThropo I og isI s inTer'esTed in c I oss-

ifying the longuoges of The Yukon. The

nome i s, of course, on ouTs i den's Term,
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very possibly on English conruplion of

The noT i ve wond for' "wood " of' t'sT i ck " ,

dechon. Eonly visiTons To The region

neported thoT the noT ive peop le lr/ere

co l led "Wood lnd i ons" or' "Sl i ck lnd ions"

ond even Todoy The Tenm Dechon To hol'von
("people who live in lhe woods") is

necogn i zed os The Tnue ncme for the noT i ves

of STewonT VaIley. Thus if is proboble

thoT Tulchone is on imperfecT spel I ing of

the naT i ve peop I ethe wond Dechon. To
¡

themselves, Thein longuoge is simply

co I I ed don dhs' ( "mon's speech , person's

speech"). l1 is veny closely neloled 1o

the l onguoges of Pe I l y Cr oss i ng, Cormocks,

LitTle Solmon, Big Solmon oll of which

or'e o I so co I I ed NorThenn Tulchone on d

is somewhoT less closely reloTed To the

I onguoges of Loke Labenge, llh ¡ Tehonse,

Chompogne, Ho i nes Jun'cT i on, ond Bunwosh

wh ich one co I led Soulher'n TuTchone. The

use of Tulchone fon o I I these speech

vor i eT i es i mp I i es Thol, To o greoTer or

lesser' degnee, They one muTuo I ly
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inTelligible, i.e., lhoT The people who

speok Ihese I onguoges cCIn underslond

one onolhen.

Nor'Ther^n ond Soulhern ÏuTchone one

Two membens of The greol AThoooskon

I onguoge fom i I y. Alhoposkon I ongu0ges

one spoken i n Ihree d i st i ncT geogroph i co I

oreos of the WesTenn Hemisphere: Ihe

Amer i con SouthwesT ( An i zono, New Mex i co) ,

the Pocific CoosT (0regon ond Northern

CoIifonnio), ond The fon NorTh including

mosT of inTerion Alosko ond o lor^ge secTion

of The N.!V.T., Yukon, ond B.C. ln focl,
o I I of The noT i ve I onguoges of The Yukon

TenniTor^y excepl Tl ingit (Corcros-c, Tesl in)
belong To The AThoposkon fomi ly.

The finsT pofl of This dicTionony

g i ves exomp I es of The use of the new

olphobel. This wriling syslem is bosed

on The sTruclune of The noT i ve I onguoge,

not on English, ond iT will requir^e some

pr'ocT ice To become f om i I i on w i th iT s

symbols ond convenÏions. The oim has
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been To pnov i de o I eTTer^, ol' seT of

I etTens, fon eoch of The d i sT i ncl i ve

sounds of lhe I onguoge so ThoT lhere w i I I

be no confus i on obout how o sound shou I d

be wniTTen or how o letTen should be

pronounced. Hopef'ul'ly This will moke ¡t

eos i er for peop I e îo I eonn To reod ond

wn i Te the I cngu0ge. P I eose study Th i s

secT i on conefu I I y befcne go i ng on To the

mo in body of enTr ies; it w i I I rnoke The

r-eoding o loT eosier.

who hove hod o hond

book I eT hoPe ThoT i T

AI in

will
ond

pnepor ing

ser^ve 1o

r i chness

of us

Th is

neveo I

of The

some

Moyo

of the beoulY

I onguoge ond

keep iT olive
will
byencour oge PeoP l e To

using iT more. lT is c pniceless heriToge

wh ich hos been possed down f r^om generoT ion

To generot i on. Once I ost, ¡ 1 con neven

be nego ined.

FinoIlY, This firsl vension of the

new Moyo dicTionory probobly conToins

m i sTokes of one k i nd or onoTher ' P I eose

t:



leT us know if You find oñ!r ond olso

let us know of oïhen wonds which You

Thînk lve should PuT in next time'

John Ritter'
!1/h ¡ Tehorse, Yukon
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ïhe Movo lndion Lonqu ooe A I ohobeT

Cons on onT s

The nel'l o lphobeT hos 53 leTtens or'

leTTer'-comb inoT ions f or' The consonont

sounds of The longuoge. Eoch one is

lisled below, olong with on exomple of

iTs use in o whole wond.

TI

dl

tl'
+

I

t
d

T'

TTh

ddh

TTh'

Th

dh

llin
dlu

1l'o

I edyóT

Ton

don

T'o

TTh i

ddhow

Tlh' é'

Th I'
edhó'

+ét

dog

Toboggon

gr'0ss

Two

teo

lnoi I

mon, penson

coTT onwoo d

nock , sÎ one'
mounto i n

ploïe, dish

dog so I mon

skin
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a

Ts

dz

Ts'

S

z

Tn

dt^

T'n

shn

z1

ch

j
ch'

sh

zh

k

g

k'
kh

gh

kr'

gr'

Tso

dzon

Ts'ok

són'

I ezé'

Tr'ó'

ed nrjn '

eT'r^ó'

shnu

dezr^o

d echo n

jok

dech'ok

sh on

zho

kún'

gun

k'i
khow

ugh'l'

lowkno'

wood

mu sk not

Tneg, sPr'uce

sT on

mon ey

0 nno1¡r

¡ T i Tches

k i dney

inconnu fish
col¡1' moose

sT i ck, wood

bern i es

poncup i ne

summer

sno'^,

hou se

snoke, woÌ^m

b irch

s led

h i s Toolh

buTterf I y

dollk'óngrun
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k'r
khr

gh r'

kw

gw

kw'

khw

ghw

h

m

mr'

n

nf'

lltt

{n

lr'

Y

oxe

his

his
Moyo n(hi zh" I 've

shint
been To Moyo

k 'no

khr^o

eghnó'

kwón'

don g*ót

dunkr¡l'on

khwot

u ghwln '

u 'yddt

m0n

mn0

nu

Io nru

denT I 'nun

{ r'o

elnó'

o I den free
Th orn

egg

molche s

mon's knee

shor'1 ( person )

ro fT

Y ó*'

loke

knife
islond
nighT time

bluer gre€ñ

unine

Coosl lndions

beods
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Vowe I s

Thevowelsconolsobeeosilywr^ilTen
w i Th Eng I i sh I elTers ' buT They do not

hove exocTly The some SOUnds on "volues"

os the i n Eng I i sh counler^po rTs ' Here i s

o lisï of Them, olong wiTh o shorï

descr^ i Pl i on of The i r ODDT ox i moTe En

sounds. Note especiolly The impontonce

of the leTTers h, :, ond n when theY

sTond logeTher wiTh The vowels'

I . j- hos the sound of The vovle I i n

Eng I i sh see, bee. ExomP I es:

TTh ¡ r'ock, stone

' hudz i cor i bou

tuïsi nobin

2. i ' hos The sound of the voule I i n

English s-99., bee, buï it is shonTer

ond ends w ith o shor^p , Gbr^upT stop '

NoTe Thot : is o sePonote leTter'

ond is colled o "glotlol sToP"' lT

con occur' wiTh o I I the vowe I s, not

just wiTh j- . Exomples:

glish
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u hos The sound of the vowe I i n

Engl ish Luke. ExomPles:

don

don

don

Tu

dlu

sh ru

k(,
dz('
TTh I'

ghú'

mon's fooT

mon's heor^1

mon's heod

woTer^

Toboggon

inconnu fish

buT is

obrupT

mon's ïooTh

h is Toboggon

the i n woTer"

snou¡shoe

r'obb iT

shonter

sTop.
4. g' hqt The sound of u

ond ends wiTh CI shorP,

ExomP I es:

6 -g . 
hos 0 sound wh i ch vor'i es belween

The e of Eng I i sh mel ond The o of

English moke, coke. lT is oflen

pr'eceded by o shor T "y" sound, g iv ing

The i mpress i on of "eeyo" or " oyo " '

Some excmP I es of e :

don

ud lrj'
huTú'

a

e

-ll-
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SC

no ye

e' hos The sound of g,

o shorp, obnupT slop.

Tsé'

uTé'

q. g hos Iwo

¡I oppeor-s

but ends wilh
Exomp I es:

sun

wolvenine

6

ez é' money

beover

h i s foTher

sounds, depend i ng on whene

i n The wond.

The l osT l elTen of The

The sound of Eng I i sh

- t2-

7 -g, hos the sound of the volve I in

Eng I i sh hoe, bow. Exomp I es:g

lso f i newood

cho big

Togok swon

o' hos The sound of g bul ends w i lh
o shonp, obnupT sTop. ExomP I es:

dn i fTwood

his wood

pinToil duck

B

t cíoó'

utsó'
zehny ó

Wh en

wor d

iT is
¡T hos



dyo

When g is

wond buT

excepT ' ,

vowel in

onound.

don

m0n

¿mot

jok

in English fgïhen.

tá¿ I ooT

Tots'ooT

don nóáu

I I . o' hos The sound

Eng I i sh faTher buT

ends wiTh o shor^P,

10. oo occur's on ly in The m idd le of o

wond ond hos The sound of The vowe I

o in foThen. ExomPles:

to
T ohno

wove

ice chisel

cnone (bird)

the I ost volve I of The

i s fo I I owed by ony I etïer
iT hos The sound of The

Eng I i sh obove, .oboul ,

Exomp I es:

dzáu mon ' s eo n

loke

food

benn i es

Exomp I es:

wolen moss

sucker f i sh

mon's eye

of The vowe I i n

i s shonten ond

obrupt slop.
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Some exomp I es of o'

12. -g-y hos

English

mitTs

o nnow

his knife

sound of the vo'¡le I i n

bgJ. Exomp les:

be lT

wolf

I oon

he is crying

ró'
f ró'
umro

The

tre,

Thoy

0g0y

Tuhtsoy

eTsoy

13. -g¡|- hos The sound of gJ but is
shorTer^ ond ends w iTh o shorp,

obnupT sTop, os i n:

udhóyr his belT

ihTáy' my uncle (foTher"s
bnoTher )

deliy' bel I

14. ow hos lhe sound of The vowel in
En g I i sh how , c-ow,, Ex amp I es :

ow spruce boughs

ddhow mounTo i n

dohdzow coche ; bed
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I 5. ow ' hos the sound of ow

shorTen ond ends w i Th o

obruPT sloP. ExomP I es:

don domdw' mon's

edldw' he is

yd*' beods

but is
shorp,

I ips

loughing

Vow els + h

CerloincombinoTionsof''voweIplus
h" one found wilhin words' The b odds o

br'eoÌhy quo I iTy To The vowe ls ond g ives

them o d i sT i ncl i ve sound ' Here ore some

exomp I es:

I pick (bennies)

my grandfoTher'
+ h

u+h

nihTsi

hts I

Tuhtsoy I oon

e+h Tehdru oT l er^

o+h k 'ohT ' yon Wh ¡ 1 emon

0+h dohdzow coche bed

- r5-



Nosa lized Vowels

Some vowels in the MoYo

l onguoge ore pnonounced w i lh

out lhr ough The nose, ond TheY

ncso I i zed vowe I s. We i nd i cote

wr^ i 1 ing the I eTter' !. of T en The

Some exomp I es:

lndion

oir coming

ore colled
Ihem by

vowe I .

nose

fo ce

i+n

u+n

Tlin
uTs in

un fn'

dog

his
his

worm

hene

house

gun

jun

u nk

Hene is on imponTonT speI I ing nuIe:

Af Ter- the vowe ls i ond u The lelten !.
ofTen sounds like n,g. This meons ThoT

llin moy sound like l!¡g, fon excmple,

ond k'jn' moy be heond os kting' . S ince

This nq is olwoys pnedicToble, occurning

on ly of Ter' i ond u, we don'T hove To wr ile
The g in The r¡¡ord. lnsTeod ',ve on ly wr iTe

Ihe n ond reod The g-por'f ouT ouTomoticolly

-t6-



ofTer The vowe I s

of this r^ule:

tlin
uTs in

,n ln r 
-¡

I and u. Some exomP I es

"T l ing "

"uTsing"

dog

h is nose

h is f oce"un lng In

gun

jun

kún'

e+n

o+n

0+n

"gungt'

"jung"

"kLlngt t'

w orm

h er"e

hou se

iT's roining
h is bro in

I'm drinking

bee

comp nobben

swol low bind

summen

mon

loke

beon ho le

mon t s onm

The othen noso I i zed vowe I s ore os

fo I I ows:

hu ch en

uTTh (yín'

i hden

dahdzyon

Ts' onk 'e

kohdzyono

shon

don

m0n

shno oon

don gódn'

o0 + n
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I

Tone

The Moyo lndion longuoge is o Tonol

I onguoge. Th i s mecns ThoT The p i Tch or

"melody" of The words is veny imponTonT,

ond gneol c'one musT be Token To moke sune

ThoT each syI lcble is pnonounced propenly.

Ihere one lwo Iones, high Icne ond low lone.

High Tone con be wniITen wiTh on ocuTe

occenT (') , ond low con be wr- iTTen w ilh
c gr^ove occenT (t). NoTe the following

Two wor^ds:

rh(,
ffhì

d og so I rnon

rock, slone

blood

h is b lood

f h( ' is pr-onounced w iTh o shorp, h igh

p iTch, wh i le Tlhì is pr-onounced w ilh o

lowen, f od ing p ilch. Cons ider- c i so the

f o I lorv ing Two wor-ds:

cow
\ t/ I
UOOW'

,\
The noun dòw is pronounced wiTh o low

îone *n.nlt sîonds o lone, buî when îhe

: (gloTlol sTop) is odded To ¡T The word

- tB-



îokes on o high Ione' ùdów' This

exomple is imporTonl becouse ¡t illuslr^oTes

one woy in wh ich Tone con be pr'ed icTed:

in qqf, of coses, o high Tone will oppe.r

on 0 sylloble which ends wiTh o gloTTol

sîop. Some odd iI iono I i I lustr^oT ions:

kun

ùt I'
oydò

dòn

house
^Lh r s T oo I

be I I

mCIn.'s f oce

mon's ho ir'
d o-n

IIh( y 6'

Even th i s doesn't Te I I The who I e

sîor^y, however, becouse h igh lone con o lso

occur on sy I I ob I es wh i ch don'T end w i th

o g I oTTo I sToP, os I th(v6' whene

nrn'

n dòn t

The second sYlloble doesn'T hove o

g I otîo I sTop. Fon onyone i ntenesTed i n

l ecnn i ng the l onguoge fnom scn0Tch ' the

propen îones w i I I hove To be leorned jus'f

cs lhe cornecl vowels ond consononTs one:

by sTeodY Pnoctice ond mimicnY'

P I eose note: becouse

lo keeP down the numben of

-tq-
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i n The new o I phobeT we hove odopled The

convenTion of morking onIy high tone (/)
Low Ione is lefl unmorked. The exomples

given obove wi l l be wr iTlen os fol lows:

kún'

uk('
deldy'
n0n nrn

don Irh( y ó'

house

his fool
be I I

mon's foce

mon's ho i n

-'20 -



THE MAYO INDIAN LANGUAGE ALPHABET

TI
dl
il

kw
g'v
kw'

kr
gr
k'n

kT

d

T

ïrh
ddh
tth'

th
dh

tl'r

1n
dr
t'n

shr
z1

ch'

sh
zh

khr
ghn

khw
ghw

1s
dz
ts'

5
7

ch

J

kh
gh

g

k

o

0n

+

I

h

m

mr
{n

n
nr
ln

v

Ploin:
Noso I :

H igh:

Low:

u

un

th I'
lThì

e

en

-2t -

o oo

o0n

oy

oyn

0tv

in on

dog so I mon

nock, slone



MAMMA L S

onimols

bol

beon, b lock

beor^, bnown

beor', grizzly
mo le beon

f emo le beon

beon cub

beoven

I orgesT beoven

l-yeor old beoven
'2-yeor old beoven

3-yeor old beover

beover cosTon

beoven dom

beoven I odge

cor^ ibou

lor^gesT ma le

Seplember' bu I I

r^unn ing bu I I

young bu I I

spning bull

me

ro

¡ /. I

r se cno

lsá' ro

ok wdt

ede ' yd'

tsá' I i'n'

Tsé' dw'

Tsá' k(n'
hudz i

hudz i cho

hudz i eTson

ekedezhe

hudz¡ T'olsigo
edé{yoT hudz i

nuno

lo nnu lovro

shr^o

shro

sh ro

shno

shro

shr^o

Tsé'

denél'ro
d eÎ1h o

cho

t 6,
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femole conibou

conibou coIf
Icol

dog

pup

biTch

olo dog

fox

cnoss fox

ned fox

goph er

I ynx

mo nT en

bnown monTen

b I ock monlen

m ink

moose

lor^gesl bu I I

nexl I orgesl bu I I

cow moose

co I f moose

mouse

musknoT

oTTen

hudz i me

hudz i ro

k odo

Tlin
Tlin r'o

Tlin ts'l'
Tlin shoon

nuntTh i

k et cícík

nunTTh i

Tsow

nóoe ;

nunT' i'n

nunt' ln
nunt' i'n

Tedhok

ndt't ¿ e

denyók

denydt cho

dezhu

dez no

deTs i k

dluon

dzon

lehdru

del'ow

d eÎ1h o

denel'no

-¿3-



oTlen

p or^cup i ne

nobb iT

sheep

f'o m

med ium r-om

ewe

I omb

squ i nre I

weose I

wolverine

i Ts horn

iTs Toil
iTs hole, den

onimal fur
porcup i ne
.f ¿r ts scenr

chethe

dech'ok

ge

mok

sohzhaon

deTs igo

mok me

mok no

d lok

ninmio

n0ye
a

quills
g I onds

ud I'
uch I'
utoon

nuno dhó'

dech'ok ch'ó'
uT'dy' ; ulln'

O
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I oon, ArcT i c

I oon, common

loon, tred-1hr^ooTed

gnebe, r-ed-necked

swCIn

goose, Conodo

goose, sno!t/

duck (ony kind)

mol lord

pinToi I

w i dgeon

, shove I er

gneen Teo I

go I deneye

horlequin

o ldsquow

scoTer,

scoTer',

scoT en ,

mer-gonsen

eogle

howk (?)

common

BIRDS

while-wing

sunf

TTh' én6('

TuhTsoy

TohTs'ooT

dot cho

Togok

khe

khe degoy

TuT

nóhT ' ok

zehny ó'

shesh ínsh ln

doh{ok

lut jodo

Thed i k' ¡

kóneteTTh i

otot I

nów'

{yok

Thok

I'o

e

TuT denéI'no

Tolsen ów'

tút

-¿5-

Ts'yó'



gnouse, spruce

grouse, nuffed

gnouse, shorp-toi led

pTor^m i gon

cnon e

snipe (?)

smol ler snipe

cJowiTchen (?)

gull
gull, Bonoponte's

owl

ow I , shorT-eoned

smo I I grey ow I

eor I ess ow I

kingfishen
flicken
woodpecker'

f lycoTcher'(?)

swcllow

jcy, Conodo

r'0 v en

b lockb ircj

ch i ckodee

ge soyo

Iúch ' dw '

lenTThic ; chinTlhic
hul'oo
chuon deTThoo

kohdzyono

Ts' ónk 'e
1s'éhk' i

Tol I 'nuo

Ts'ugogo ; hugogo

d¡

i ntT h' ún'

inT'ók

k 'ohme

dyo

Todruo

Tsyodo

yodhyovv'

mehk ' en !

mehkten'
denéT'no

mé¿ drr i n

nóhdé'

uTTh i

1údzooT

-'26 -



nuThoTch

robin

vor i ed Th

mounTo i n

wonb ler^

longsput'

ph i I orope

Bohem i on

nu sh

bluebind

(?)

( NonTh ern )

woxw i ng

gun ¿órro zy6nl

túts¡
yohkook chuon

chuon denT I 'nun

chuon dellho

ddhow chuon

logok noo

lIheT'o dzyogo

chuon

(?)

ony bitd

rts
.¿tts

its
tts

feolh er

w ing

n esT

egg

utró'
uT'é'
uT'o

ughr^ó'

-27 -



F ISH

dog so I mon

groy I i ng

i nconnu, coney

jockfish, pike

king solmon

loke lr'ouT

smol ler TnouT

I ing cod

whiTefish

shorp-nosed wh i Tef i sh

smo I l-heoded whiTefish

ony fish

t 6+

Th I'
T' ó'

shr^u

{yok

{yok

{yok

{yok

tyok

k'ón'
1 ' r'tlt

T' é'

I I 'rú'

{yok deT'ow

mycoT

T'owo

1e I yók

lyok degoy

sonkoy

t ezr á'

fish
fish
fish
fish

eggs, r^oe

sco I es

f ins

slime

-28 -



TREES AND PLANTS

o lden

binch

b inchbor^k

shr'eds on bor'k

coTl onwo o d

coTTonwood sop

jockp ine

spnuce

sk i nny spruce

nooTs (smoll)

nooTs (big)
spruce bonk

boughs

spnuce bnonch

spnuce need I e

spnuce cone

sonuce oum
alv

st i cky gum

willow
wi I low shool

bonk used for
lobocco

k'ro
k'i
k'¡ T'ún'
dechún' khe

T'o

T'o k'yón'
gún' tsót
Ts'ok

Ts'ok mno

kho y

Ts'ogot

ts'ok T '(tn'
ot¡/

Ts'ok

1s'ok

ts'ok
Ts'ok

dz( r I

k 'óy'
k' 6y,

k'óy'

uThungóón'

ów' dogot

dohd zyón'

dz('

'nút

tegrochot

t vó'

-2q -



smol ler wi I low k'óy' tTh e

buckbr ush

bushes ( fh i ck )

connoT-like rool
dn i fTwood

gnoss

knoT i n lnee

Lobr oCon leo

leof
I i chen

MO SS

mushnoom

mu shr^oom

puffbo I I s

r hubonb

sTick, wood

f i newood

slump

thonn

lwisTed-gnoin wood

woTen I i ly

woTen moss

T I ruon

hudeTs'

TTh o

Tl'o
shno

Ts'ogo

i nÎ'en
TTh ¡ T'ór
hudzi nfn'
d I ók n(n'

ken i nch'ok

chen ghró'

T-s'e gln'
d ech on
Àrso

Ts'óchon'

khr o

dechon ¿6¿6

kol'o
Tó¿ looT

áw'

t ó¿ó'

-30-



bern i es

ntpe Þenntes

b enr^y s eed

b lockber'n ies

b I ock cur'nont s

bluebernies

cnonbenn i es

h igh-bush cnon-
benn í es

mossbenn i es

ononge-co l oned
I ow bush benny

rospber n i es

nospbennies ( low
bush)

noseh i ps

solmonbenries

spídenbennies

sïonebenn i es

sour ned berny

wh iTe benny f ouncl
olong niverbonk

unidenTified berry

jok

den i ndzln'
j ok îTh I'

n i nt '16'
tlin jók

non i ndhe

n inl t' 6t

tsonthyo

n inch ',Jn'

Ts'onk'e

1'on i nch'ók
T'onch'ók

Ts'oninkó'
rrr/t
r s'0nK0'

n i nc htn'
non m

uTs io

nondhe

¡ór

e

J0k

jok

jok

shn o

khe

n in lon

Jok

-31 -
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I NSËCTS AND SMALL CREATURES

Äont

bee

blockfly
b I oodsucken

b lue f ly
buTtenf'ly

fleo
fly eggs

fnog

gr"osshoppen

I ice

mosqu i lo
sp i den

sp ider' web

r .ftermrre

woTer bug

woTen beeT I e

vvonm (ony kind)

dohdyó'

dohd zyon

n i nk hruo

Tehl'ol
1s'o

lowkrs'

llin 1l'
Ts'o

Îs'o

utsio
uTsio

nes I g0

zh6,'

nintlh'in

óu

myán'

ch i n khóT

tehlsowo

tehTsf'
gun

-3'¿-



PARTS OF THE BODY

mon I s body

nighT side
lefl side
h i s bock

his body hoin

his skin

h is f lesh

his foI
h i s bones

his blood veins

his thick lendons

his bone monno'¡¡

his hecd

his heod hoin
t.nts groy horn

h is bno in

his foce

h is f or^eheod

his eye

his eyebol I

his eyeloshes

h i s eyebnows

don nozhon

sok Ts'on

t I 'on Ts'on

uT 'ó'
UY é,

u dhó

uTTh án '

uk 'e

utth'ln'
uddwch'ú'

uch'ú
uznáu

uîîh I'
uTTh (vé'

utlh lo.goy

u11h (yón'

un ln

uts'á1
un cídt

uncídt de lnuno

unó lún'
uncíót y é'

-J3-



his eor

inside of his eon

his nose

his nosTnils
h i s cheek

h i s mouTh

his lips
h i s Teeth

his gums

his Top TeeTlr

his boTtom leeTh

h i s longue

his uvulo

h is jo*
his chin

his beord, whiskens

his neck

h i s lhnooï

his neck glonds

his shoulden

his shouloerblode

his onm p¡1

his onm

h is uppen or-m

udzák

u¿z6u znót

uTsin

uTs i nTe

udhó' ; u ¿nóít

udomów'

ughú'

ugrrútthín'

uts'oToon ghú'

uketl'ook ghú'

uTTh y ln'
udhycícík nómdw'

uyén lth'ón'
uyénaé'

u dny óór

/
ugonchon'

ugonchcín tth'oî'
ugó,ín Tl'yook

,sódn'
ud i ngho

//
un r nmo

udoyé

uk 'o

.ó'uk

-stl-



his
his

his
his
polm

bock

his
his
his
his
his

his
his

hen

his
his
umb i

his
his
his
his

his
his
her

b i ceps

elbow

for'eonm, wr^ isT

h ond

of his hond

of his hond

Thumb

f i ngens

fingennoiIs
chesT

n i bs

br-eosTbone

sp ine

bneosT

woist

nove I

licol cor^d

be I ly

h i pbone

nump, buTTocks

penis

Teslicles
scnot um

vog ino

ud i n zrun'

uls'ó'

ulé'
ul I 'ook

ulé'chi'nt'ááu
/

u I ochû'

u I otlh'
u logdn'

udzeddhydw'

uchódn'
/

uzhuntlh'on'
uchón'

,*6'
uT I 'dt

J.L . ' I
umo r Ju

Ts'dohó'

,tát
/

uk'oytth'on'
uT I 'é'

ughnó dhó'

udrú'

utTh' yón'

o

ut sok

ughró'

-'{ <-



his
his
his
his
his
his
his

hen

his
his
his
colf
his
his
sole

Top

his
his

utlhdw'
uze' y ók

udz( '

u ondt

onus

I ungs

h eo r^l

I iven

k i dney

gollblodder
intest ines

womb

leg

upper' leg

knee

of his leg

fooT

hee I

of his fooT

of his fooT

Toes

Toeno i I s

ugów'

ud i ngho

,gnót

/
uttnot
utl'
uts'
uTs'

uTs'

uk I'

ót

ik

át

o

uként I 'ódt

ukénT I 'ó'

ukent'ook

uketTh'ó'
ukegán'

-36-



ODY P

milk

spll
leons

blood

un ine

excnemenT

vomiT

pus

wo nT

sc0n

boil, ulcer
snowb I i ndness

blisler
conpse , col^c0 ss

ró'' ; t 'ok

dozhook

Tsóytrl'

dow

{no

tsán'
ku

kho

lTh'yd*'
nino zok

/
heTs'o'

AN

náóu thun

Tundt

eti'

a

-J7



RELATIVES 

I 

his father ut e' 

· I 
his mother unen 

his grandfather 
I 

' uts 1' 

his grandmother utsun 

his uncle (father's utaya 
I utay' 

brother) 

his uncle (mother's unoa uno 
brother) 

his aunt (father's 
I umb 1' 

sister) 

his aunt (mother's un10 
sister) 

his father-in-low 
I uts 1' 

his mother-in-law utsun 

I his older brother ! unay 
• 

· 1 his younger brother uchaw 
I his older sister unaat 

his sister 
I 

younger udyo' 

- I 
her husband UgCJI in I 

his wife 
I I 

uts'aan' 

his brother-in-law ule 

his sister-in-low ule 

his son uzhi 

her son uzra 

-JS-



his daughter 

her daughter 

his nephew (brother's 
boy) 

his nephew (sister's 
boy) 

his niece (brother's 
g i r I) 

his niece (sister's 
g i r I) 

his son-in-law 

her son-in-law 

his daughter-in-law 

her daughter-in-law 

h i s .9 r an d ch i I d 

her grandch i Id 

his friend 

his friends 

utthio 
I uyats'1' 

uzhi 

I umra' 

utthia 

I 
umra' 

utthigal in' 
I 

uyaden' 

utthua 

uya'aat 

utthua 
I 

uche' 
I I uye+ak 
I I I 

uye+aan' 

utthi 

utthi 

utthu 

utthu 



! 
. I 

PEOPLE 

boy 

chief 

Dawson people 

Eskimo 

girl 

girl just become 
woman 

kids 

Loucheux people 

man, person 

old man 

male 

Moyo people 

medicine man 

minister 

bishop 

pol iceman 

soldier 

Whiteman 

widow 

woman 

old woman 

-l/-0-

I I dek 1 aan etsyawa 

hahki 

ezhaan 

anakay 
I I ayendya' etsyawa 

I 
ts'eht'yan' 

duny6n' 
I dunyana 

tatl'aot hot'yan 

don 
I 

gal in shaan 
I I dek'aan' 

dechan to hot'yan 

dan dezhan 

gikhi 

gikhi cho 

d I (' 
I I me' dan' 

k'oht'yan 
I I ayendya' tthinte 
I I 

ayendya' 
I I ts'ono' shaon 



LAND AND WATER 

bench ridge 

bench ridge 

bluff 

canyon 

copper 

creek 

dirt, dust 

eddy 

flat place 

f oath i I Is 

glacier 

gold 

shale, grovel 

hi 11 

hi 11 

hole, depression 

ice 

ice running in fol I 

clear ice 

clear ice 

rough . ice 

thin ice 

ta 

t I 'o et son 

mehk'aw 

tthi zhot ninl in 
. I I 

tthehtsaan 

tagia 
I 

+yo' 
/ 

t I 'an d I in' 
I hutya' 

I 

ddhaw chan' 

hanatth'un 

tthi dettho 
I 

the ddhyat 

ddhaw etsyawa 

nodloda 

hunet'run 

tan +ot ; tth'un 

+ot taninch'aw 

tth'un intl'ro 

tth'un nindzyat 

+ot delot 
I 

tth'un ts'ededelaw' 



crack in ice 

ice over creekbed · 

island 

lake 

twin lakes 

land, earth 

meadow, open place 

clear place 

mountain 

bald mountain 

mountain ridge 

niggerhead 

path, tra i I 

portage 

rapids 

rapids 

red ochre 

river 

head of river 

mouth of river 

river bank 

river bluff 

rock, stone 

-f./.2-

I 
tth'un etaw' 

I 
tan dhyaw' 

nu 

man 

man +ets'intll:JO 

nan 

chinkaak 

nan kook 

I hunsun' 

ddhaw 

ddhaw int I' ro 
I / I 

uchan' k'aan' 
/ / 

t I 'o tasho' 

tan 

udato 
/ 

tu natsat 

tu n int' i 

tsi 
I 

toge' 
I 

tage' t I' oat 
I 

toge' dechaak 
I toge' daak 

mo 

tthi 



· I 

i . I 
I 

I 

. 
wide rock on river 

sand 

sandbar 

slough 

steam on water 

timber stand 

water 

drop of water 

watert'a I I 

watert'al I 

wove 

- 1/.3-

I 

tthi edho' 

the 

the dedhe 

tah'e 
I I tu tazru' 

tachit'o neshen 

tu 

tu 
/ dets' 1n' 

/ 

toge' n in Ii n 
/ 

toge' nadel in 

ta 



- 1 

. ! 
I 

. l 

I . I 

SKY AND WEJ\.THER 

big dipper 

clouds 

rain clouds 

cold weather 

dampness, dew 

dawn 

evening star 

fog 

frost 

ha i I 

I i ghtn i ng 

moon 

Northern I ights 

rain 

it's ra1n1ng 

rainbow 

sky 

heaven 

snow 

it's snowing 

snow drift 

soft, I oose snow 

-l/-f/.-

I 

zhehde -
k'o 

k IO/ I chen 
I / 

huk'o' 
I 

so 

yedeken 

hudezo 

/ 
san' cho 

/ 
ets'aw' 

/ 
nachonetan 

chen ninlot 
/ / 

nataan kwan' 

edzaze 
I I 

roam 1 ' 

chen 

huchen 

utsia myan' 
I 

yet'aak 

zhe zhat 

zha 

zha husha 

tsyaw 

zha chat 

/ I yaam 1' 



snow on branches 

wet snow 

star 

dog-chasing-caribou 
constellation 

sun 

bright sun 

sunrise 

sunset 

thunder 

warm weather 

wind 

strong wind 

cold wind 

warm wind 

-1./-5-

I dazha' 

zha hatsaw 
I 

son' 

tlin hudzi nano 

se 

se nindin 

se hadede'en 

se nade'en 
/ 

nataan 

hudhaw 

n i nts' i 
/ 

nints' i natsat 
/ nints'i nak'o' 

nints'i nathaw 



SEASONS ANO DAYS 

winter 

spring 

break-up of ,ce 

summer 

autumn 

freeze-up 

last year 

this year 

next year 

t'u I I moon 

half moon 

first quarter 

last quarter 

night 

day 

short winter day 

morning 

today 

yesterday 

-l/-6-

yahka 
/ ede+yat 

+ot degro 

shan 

yohkaak 

I 
nun hunk'a' 

( ' / toge · tadetan 

hatthi yahka 
I I 

ek'aan' yahka 
/ hat I 'en' yahka 

se nen~zhen 

se tth' at I 'at 

senet'en 

se k'aan hudedetsot 

to nru 

dzyan 

dzyan dinkhaan 

k'ahme' 

I ( 
ek'aan dzyan 

( 

het'en ke 



L 

day before yesterday het'~n ezhet het'~n 
ke 

tomorrow 

noon 

midnight 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

criday 

Saturday 

I week 

Christmas 

New Years 

Easter 

het'en' d~' 

dzyan t I 'at 

to nru t I 'at 

nadzyan zh6t 
/ 

nadzyan k'un' 

nadzyan k'un' +aki dzyan 

nadzyan k'Gn' tat' i dzyan 
/ I 

nadzyan k'un' +int' i dzyan 
I I 

nadzyan k 'un' I ak 'o dzyan 
I 

nadzyan ts'en' dzyan 

. I . 

nadzyan in+ak 

nadzyan cho 

nadzyan etsyowa 
I 

se el in dzyan' 



. I 2 

in +ak 

+~k i 

NUMERft.LS 

3 tadet'i 

l/. -1,int'i 

5 lak'odet'i 

6 +ink'yu t6det 'i 

7 lak'o ts'~n' +eki 

8 +ets'~n' +int' i 

q ulach~' ts' ink'o hedG' 

10 in+6k deten 

I I i n+6k deten i n+dk 

12 in+6k deten +eki 

13 in+ak deten t6det'i 

(etc.) 

20 +~ki deten 

21 +~ki deten in+6k 

22 +~ki deten +eki 

(etc.) 

JO t6det' i deten 

l/.0 +int' i deten 



- I 

I 
' l 
! 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

200 

300 

lak'odet' i deten 

+ink'yu tadet' i deten 

lak'o ts'en' +~ki deten 

+ets 1 tn 1 +int' i deten 

ulachu' ts' ink'o hedu' deten 

in+6k deten deten 

I 

+eki deten deten 

tadet' i deten deten 

( et C. ) 

1000 in+dk deten deten deten 

1975 in+6k deten deten deten, ulachu' 

ts' 'ink'o hedu' deten deten, lak'o 

ts'~n' +eki deten, lak'odet'i 



COLOURS 

black denet'ro 

white degay 

-I red det'aw 

.. grey demi a 

green, blue dent I 'run 

denintl'run 

brown, ye 11 ow dettho 

I ight red detsik 

orange kw'anintsi 

-50-



TRANSPORT.AT I ON 

boat, scow 

canoe 

front of canoe 

back of canoe 

crosspiece 

ribs 

birchbark canoe 

paddle 

pole for boat 

raft 

2-log raft 

skin boot 

sled 

snowshoe 

pointed-nose s.s. 

round-nose s.s. 

middle section 

foot straps 

front crosspiece 

back section 

frame 

front joint 

-51-

ts I j 

ts' i etsyawa 

ts' i tth(' 
I ts'i utl'ech1n' 

uyintth 1 61 

ts' i yinghw6t 1 

k Ii ts Ii 

t6t 1 0 

ts'i t6 1 

I 
khwan' 

tso +ek j khwan' 
I edho' ts'i 

khaw 

e 

e tsints'ok 
I I e tth1' sanama' 

e ken+an 
I e kench'a' 

e yintth'a' 

uchidro' 

e nazhan 
I 

e tthi' +etl'un 



netting 

tra i I snowshoes 

hunting s.s. 

babiche 

toboggan 

trai I, path 

snow tra i I 

-52-

e ts'anaghat 
I tan ge' e 

+enazhe e 
/ e tl'yaw' 

dlu 

tan 
I 

natan ts'ena'yo' 



I 
- I 

I 

FISHING AND HUNTING 

fish hook 

gaff hook 

fish net 

sinkers 

floaters 

dip net 

fish spear 

fish trap 

arrow 

arrowhead 

arrow feather 

notch at end 

bow 

bow string 

caribou fence 

club 

horn club 

snare 

trap 

stee I trap 

deadfa I I 

-5J-

/ I 
t'raan' 

k'ek'ak 
I I 

+yok temyan' 
I I 

temyan' tehtth i' 
I I temyan' dechan' 

I 
+yok tl'ets'ek'e' 

khro 

+yok 6' 

I 
tra' 

I I tra' chin' 

trd' t'e' 

tra' t'e' 
/ 

int in' 

I nets'eda' 

I / 
intin' tl'yaw' 

tthaw 

I 
kha' 

I I 
ed1gha' 

I gemyan' 
I 

khya' 
I 

mezan khya' 
/ dechan ya' 



~ 

: . 
I 

. I 
I 

l 

. , 

I 
L 

bait 

gun, rifle 

shotgun 

single-barrel 

double-barrel 

pistol 

bullets 

trigger 

gunstock 

gunsight 

- SL/. -

/ khya' I n I 1 

/ 

k'onk'e' 
/ shagan' 

I / 

k'onk'e' dhyon i n·+ak 
/ k'onk'e' dhyon +eki 
I k'onk'e' etsyawa 
I k'onk'e' tth (' 
I k'onk'e' I dzak 
I k'onk'e' I dechan' 
I k'onk'e' tuk ( I 



I 

. I 

axe 

double axe 

stone axe 

awl 

TOOLS 

caribou bone chisel 

f i I e 

hammer 

hand plane 

ice chisel 

knife 

wood knife 

pocket knife 

metal 

na i Is 

needle for fi 11 ing 
snowshoes 

saw 

sewing needle 

thimble 

thread 

sewing bag 

snowshoe chisel 
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khwat 

khwat ~ets' idek'e' 

tthi ghwat 

i nchu'. 
/ nahttha 

/ k'ede' 
,, / 

uy1 etsaw ts'etthat 

dechan gh6' 

tahna 

mra 
/ dechan mra' 

mra t'anintl 'ago 

mezon 
I etsaw' 

/ / 

e 1nmo' 

dechan t'b' 

ts'agaw 
I I zhehtth'o'e' 

tth ! ( I 

nets'etl'u kenro 

ts'ighG' 
! 
i 
I 

. , 



dr i I I 
/ 

snowshoe e shru' 

tacks 
/ etsyawa etsaw' 

tanning 
/ 

scraper dadho 

wedge 
/ / 

mezan uy1 tso ts'esut 

whetstone tthi / k'ra' 

. I 
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beads 

belt 

buttom 

clothes 

cap 

CLOTHING 

denta!ium shells 

she I I belt 

duffel 

hood 

jacket, shirt 

mitts 

moccasins 

pants 

caribou skin pants 

pocket 

sleeve 

socks 

suspenders 

underclothes 
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I yaw' 

thay 
I 

yack tsaw' 

ech'aw 

ts'aat 

k'on 
I I 

k'ongetth1' dhay' 

tetaw 

parki ts'a' 

yaa_k 
I mo' 

kentson 

tho 

hudzi dhb' tho 

isot 1 61 

I I yaak goon' 

st6gon 

Want I j 

I / 
et'e yaak 



FOODS 

baking soda 

bannock 

bone soup 

bread 

butter 

cookies 

corn 

cow mi I k 

crackers 

fish 

bo i I ed fish 

dry fish 

flour 

food, grub 

fruit 

grease 

bone grease 

fat for tallow 

meat 

dry meat 

pounded meat 

-58-

I I +yo' tats'atl 'ay' 

+yo' t'6' 
I tth'an tu' 

I +yo dan 

khi dettho 
I +yo +ekana 

I 
shcan ghu' 

t'ok 

m ( I i k 
I +yo gan 

+yok 

+yok tro 

+yok gan 
/ +yo' 

mat 
I 

+ekan ts'a'a' 

khi 
I tth'an y1' 

I 
ek 'ey 1 ' 

etth6n' 

etth6n gan 

etsu'n' 



I . i 
l , I 

· I 
I 

I 

. I 

potatoes 

rice 

salt 

soup 

sugar 

tea 

ts'onshi 
/ ray' 

I losya' 
I tudhaw' 

I suga 
I 

ledyat 



ashes. 

charcoal 

fire, matches 

burning fire 

fireplace 

firewood 

kind I ing wood 

o i I 

red coals 

smoke 

smoke dust. 

twisted shavings 

FIRE 
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I tthe Iyo' 
I ' t'ro' 

I 
kwan' 

I I I kwan dek'an' 
I I / kwan dek'an yet'aok 

tso 
I 

ego' 

khi 
I I kwan tthyaw det'aw 

I +ets', ' 
I / +ets',' detrn' 

I I ego' nedo 



BUILDINGS 

cache dahdzaw 

church 
I uzhat nats'odedi kun' 

dance ha 11 e I in 
I kun' 

door dantaan 

floor dechan 
/ tya' 

house 
I 

kun' 

ridgepole 
I tet'aak den i 'e kun' 

roof kon' tet'aak 

round tent (old style) ninmb' kJn' 

brush camp 

school 

store 

tent 

WO I I 

window 
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I man kun' 

k~n' uzhat 
nats'en~tan 

I 
mat kun' 

I / I 

mat ye'ekyaat kun' 

dazhat 
I / 

man yek 1 ' 

nru ts' in' in 



NON-MATERIAL THINGS 

his 
I 

name UZI I 

his language udha' 
/ k'ya' 

,. song eJan 

medicine song dezhan eJan 

his shadow 
I 

uyunzrun' 
< 

/ 
war me' 

feasr nats'akwan 

l 

' 

- 66-



' 
• 

PLACE NAMES 

Big Island 

Ethe I Lake 

Ferry Hi 11 

Fraser Fa I Is 

Janet Lake 

Mayo River 

Mayo Lake 

McQuesten River 

McQuesten Lake 

Mt. Haldane 

Reid Lakes (one) 

Tresidder Lake 

White Mountains (one) 

Wi 11 iamson Loke 

Yukon River 

-67-

Nu nehel in 

Tokw'ant'e man' 

Etehcho 

Tthi teninlin 

l::un nehelon man' 

Todzen nyak 

Ts'agro 

At'o nyak 

At'o nyak man' 

Natth'on 

l=yok tu' 

Noye man' 

Tthigra' ddhaw' 

Khwan' man' 

Toge' cha 



• 

FURNISHINGS 

bed 

blanket 

plaid blanket 

curtain 

eiderdown 

mattress, rug 

down mattress 

pi I I ow 

swing for baby 

table 

-62-

dahdzaw 

ts'at 
I I elro ts'at 

nru ts' in' in 
nadedem6' 

I 
tro ts'at 

I 
tya' 

I 
tro tya' 

tro 
I I I 

dunyan .' damyan' 

uka nats'ekwan 



. I 

COOKING ANO EATING UTENSILS 

cup 

fork 

frying pan 

ladle, dipper 

plate, dish 

birchbark dish 

pot, kettle 

spoon 

stove 

teapot 

tin can 

~63-

tu tyan 

hets'eguk 
I krmyan 

I I ts'a uch1 1 hunl in 

tth'e' 

k'i tth'e' 
I yunthe' 

I ts'a' 
/ 

mezan uzhat kwan 
I /' 

dek'an' 
I 

ledyat tyan 
/ mezan tth'e' 



• 

OTHER HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 

accordion 

babiche 

bag, sack 

ba I I 

be I I 

Bible 

book 

box (wooden) 

cane, walking stick 

chewing tobacco 

snuff 

clock, watch 

comb 

drum 

fiddle 

bow 
.... . s1r1ng 

harmonica 

key 

money 

dezik dedezro 

t I' yaw 

kenzro' 

" dakak 
,I 

delay' 

k'ok cho 

k'ok 

dechan tyan 
I 

dechan to' , 
/ " uy1 nats'a'ra' 

+at 
I met I 'oat 

waat 

tthizya 

kegaw 
/ 

pedlyaw' 

pedlydw' t(n' 

pedly6w' tl'yciw' 
I 

don dha' dezik 

dedl(n' 
I 

leze' 

paper, book, letter k'ok 

-6l/.-



• 

• 

. I 

I 

. pipe 

playing cards 

clubs 

hearts 

rag 1 towel 

rope 

twine 

slingshot 

soap 

telephone 

thread 

ready-to-use 

trunk 

umbre I I a 

w i I I ow-bark whist I e 
. wire 
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/ 
+etin' 

k'oke 

k 'amb e k (' 
~ 

don dz1' 

ech'aw tl'yaok 

n i nke"d (, 

t I' yaw 

tehtl'yaw 

tthi tl'yaw 

det I(, 

t l 'yaw uzhat 
ts'ohondi 

tth I ( t 

tth' (, n~hdo 

dechan ut'o hodle 

chen dazhat 
I I / 

k'ay' t'un' hushrun' 

mezan t I 'yaw 




