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Hatthi edho hande néts’et’a eyet yich’d ts’¢’in dechin udo lek’ets’enekhel hék’i
eyet dechan lek’ets’enekhél eyet ka, uyé ts’an dats’echu. Hék’i mbra dét’s eyet yi uyé

haché ch’6 hats’et’a. Lumch’s uka humtl’ro huts’in hats’et’a.

The first thing you do is cut off the moose skin. Then you cut a small tree (about
five feet from the ground, like a stump) and you sharpen the end. Hang the skin on that,
hair side up (so you can cut off the hair). You need to have a really sharp knife to do this.

Shave the hair off with a knife until the whole skin is smooth on the hair side.




Eyet tI’dk’e tl’aalats’edechu hék’i, utangél ts’an tI’aalits’edechu k’é eyet tangwit
yéts’enin uyi edho tats’edeget yéts’enin, tangwit yéts’enin, eyet yi tats’edeget hats’e’in
tats’edeget ch’d 1aki dzenu inlatate uyi humlin, eyet edho tats’edeget ch’s, dech’dt

né k’e.

Then after you do that, you turn it over so that the meat is up. Now you need

tools to scrape the flesh off. You use a rangwit (a tool to scrape off the flesh) to scrape

the meat. It takes about two days to clean the meat off if the skin is tough.



Traku hachd ch’s tats’edeget, eyet tI’ak’e dechin et’andhat yéts’enin, dechin
uka humtl’ro héech’i yéts’enin, et’andhat yéts’enin, edho uka ts’edegha héech’i
yéts’enin et’andhédt yéts’enin. Eyet ka hunétats’edechu k’e ts’edegha, ts’edegha

s6othan mbra ts’intan k’é ts’edegha ech’i.

After it is completely fleshed, you take a smooth flat board used for thinning down
the skin. The board is call an et'andhat. (It has to be really smooth; if it is rough you
might make holes in the skin.) You hang your skin over that et’andhat and you thin it

down. You have to hold your knife really carefully as you’re thinning it down.







Eyet eju séothdn mbra intén ch’é k’é mbra niny¢ yiu denutth’et ch’é k’é edho
yumt’a ch’é soothin ch’6 mbra ts’intdn k’é, tamch’o tth’uhudé’e k’é ts’edegha hék’i
soothén dega ech’i. Eyet tI'3 tI’aku ts’edeghd k'€ eyet nats’edegha eyet tI’ak’é edho
ugé ts’edenji, teladedekat ke dum jedekét yu héedluma uka ts’edegha hats’¢’in ch’o
ech’in edho hacho ch’o ts’edegha.

Hudan nindhan ch’¢ k’e, edho eyet héech’i edhé dutséla eyet ka hudingha haninch’in
ch’6 humdén h¢ huts’im {jé hidan. Ene huts’im ts’ech’in edhé ts’edeghé sénin, eyet

edho yaatsi k'€ ts’étlaw ch’6 uyakhe hide k’¢ uk’anite, eyet gha ich’i edho itsi yiinji.

If you don’t hold your knife really well it could turn toward you and cut through the
skin. You have to hold it really straight (with two hands) and bring it down really straight.
You bring your knife down time after time. Then, you feel the skin with your hand to
get it all down to the same thickness. If there is a little bump anywhere, smooth it down.
Make it all even. (You mustn’t do it too hard, just a little bit at a time until it’s all the same
thickness; otherwise you will make it too thin.)

If you want to learn, you have to practise on a small skin. You need lots of practice
to learn to make a skin. If you keep practising, you will learn how to do it. That’s how
I learned. I used to watch my mother when she made a skin. I sat right close to her

and watched her. That’s how I learned myself, just from watching her.




Tlaku hacho edhé ts’edegha eyet t'ak’é leladedekit hék’i eyet tI’ak’é umbé
uyats’et’a hacho ch’c umbé, hachd ch’d6 eyet umbé uyatset’a eyet yi ts’e’in

nats’enégo eyet ke ts’¢’in umbé uyats’et’a.

Now, when you’re finished, the skin should be the same thickness all over. (You

should feel it all over, checking it over carefully.) That’s when you make holes all around

the edge (not too big — maybe two inches). You do that to help wring it out.




When you have made the holes, put the skin in water. (Work it like the old timers did
when they washed their clothes by hand.) You do that so all the blood will come out of
the skin. Keep changing the water. When the water is clear, then you can take it out. Then
you have to wring it out. After you wring it out, then stretch it right open to take all the folds
and wrinkles out. Pull it apart really hard with your hands. (If you can, have two people,
one pulling on each side.) Then you can really straighten out that skin. After that, hang
it over a pole until the skin is dry.

(Next you need a smokehouse for the skin.)




